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all true" chriſtians may know in whom they 
have believed. For which many unieniavie 
arguments and confiderations are advanced, . 
which may he comprebended by the mean 

underſſanding, and may put to fil nee ſuch 
abandoned corel "ts es deny the Lord that 
bought"them i obo Ling t captinue 
in a courſe of profaneneſs aud irreligion, 
endeavor 10 harden their conſciences, ; 2 
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u Ar B unkeniable;thatiitiirongt ths 
whole: badyoiancibld:teftament, tha Jews 
ad a promiſedMeſſiah, the iama that v 
call Chriſt, ior as 
from God, to be a Saviour, aRedecitier, 
n u mediator he- 
Ticen man, a lat; 
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This covenant. being broken by o 
common progenitor, he received judg- 
ment accordingly, but with this benign 

F promiſe, That the ſeed of the woman 4 ; 

Le break the [erpent's bead, 'who had beguiled 

F tlemy be ſhould lie in wait to hurt the 

F heel at mankind : That is, the time ſhould 

come, when one ſhould proc ed out of the 
ſeed of the woman, who ſhall conquer 
death and iſin, the weaphn/of. the devil, 
and ſhall m, void all his temptations, - 
und ttample them under his fect; and this 
Halls Chriſt, the Meiſſias of the world. 
For whatſoever the latter Jews dreant, 
That the Meffias ſhould ſet up a tempo - 
ral ki and reſtere them to their 
_ coun! Foraiey goverament: Iris 
ident the ancient Rabies of that nation 
min the old: Chaldee paraphraſe, called the 

Jaecuſalem Targum, apply theie words. : . 

„Tha the devil that deceived Adam, ſays -1 
3 las an infallible and pre- 
ſent met agijuſt thee, O ſatan! For 

a — aun mall tread 

H 3 wich THe rer th belpot.- mY 

we FE cath fhall be cir rn 

enen lame promule i eve denen —— 

repeated and elcabiithet.to Hbrabam; , 4: wo 
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; and again to: auc bis Som aſtet him, Cen. 
12. 4 ˖ oy an dil. nations 
of the 'Vie&=d, which had bern s 


fall berfiction to Hbrobem, at ta abe 
Ns after him (that fever, actually ſau ius 
Meſfias) if he had been a temporat Rigg _ 
ver the Jeu only. And a much leſo Bleſſo 
ing to the Geniale world, if he was to ſubs 
duo and deſtroy all that would not ſubꝰ⸗ꝰ- 
mit to the Jewiſb conſtitution. A 
Bot Jud prophefieth - plainly at he 
death of the 2 of Chriſt) im heſe 


words: eee. er * 
170 — bg 


till Slulab, e 1 
ſhalt the garb-xing of the people M With © 
latter words the fort named Chaldee pars - 
phraſe, and the great je (oth cat 

ſingular authority the Jews) inter» > 

pret a ee Oel ag eſſias come Who 2 

15 the expectat ion of all nations. Newa — 

he be ther hope and ex pectation of the eus. os. 

as weil as Gentiles, then can he not be a 
temporal king D tin + as" 
_th&hte Jews unagine: buta im ie 1 
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_ &Garkcofr/ Jacob, litele is tecorded: of the 
a doings of the Jews;: during'the four hihi: 
_ died! years that they were in bondage in 
Bgypt ; yet that nation have a tradition 
t asotdon as they were delivered ud t 


bY chat flavery, and cone into the wildernels; 
ui tboir tiavelg toward the land of Canzan, 


SER ind jn other places; e 
wr and pſajms in the 


_ the'tree {ons of Kran, Aſſir, Elkanabi; 
and Ahiafaph,) mentioned in Exodus 6; 
ompyſed divers | 
| praiſe and expectat ion 
b the Meſiah to come, and the holy: n 
of har Unie ſolaced themſelves witli fing“ 
lag of the ame; and that king David after · 
ward in the ſecond part of his Pſahns, from 
tie 445th,” to the 8th Pfalm, collecte 
_ Hoſt of n together, as they. 
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pbet, ſball be defroged from among . 
ple, Deut. 18. Ads. 3. which words can - 
not be. un any prophet that e. 
ver lived after oe the Jews, 46 
is maniieſt by what-the Holy. Ghoſt (ays 
of him: 3 — a.prophet. forces 
iu Iſrarl li e unto Moſes, Rr 
fare in face, Deut. 34 5 men piss 
David who lived about l 1 
years after Moſes; man after God's on 
heart and che firſt> king of Judah, but of 
which tribe _ — * en 
was to come, myſtery. more plain 
ly tevealed to him than to any before. him. 


biin by the prophet Nathan, 77575 5 
Seed vill: I ag forever, and build up thy 
Mrone to all ationt j for I bete made a 
avenge 4 11h my chen, 1 
my Servant, which words the 2 
a y to King Solomon, and maß, 
r ſince Solomon a 


verifiad in bir. whoſe carthly»kingdom 
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For be was affured that Cheiſt dt, 
born. of that ſtock; as God hag: — 25 


chojen, and haut H ee 


type of Chriſt to come, but cunndt be 
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Pfalm 2, Thos art ny ſou, this day baue | 
begotten thee, I will giue thee the beatben 
F + thy Inheritance, aud the ama parts of 
the Earth for thy poſſeſſion ; which was ne- 
ver fulfilled in Solomon, nor in any other 
temporal king after him. And much leis 
what is ritten in pſalm K xii. He ſhall 
reign fhom ſea to ſea, and from the. riuem 
to the end of the' Katth.. All kings ſball fall 
down before him ; ail nations a ' worſhip 
bin. Hit name ſhall. exdure for ever, at 
long n the ſun, and all tations ſhall call him 
bleſtd. All theſe promites and expreſ- 
fions can never be er ——_— but on 
an. Chriſt alone. 

This promiſe ade - David Gon Chai 
to come ot his ſeed, is repeated after his 
death by many of his prophetsparticulars 
ly by Jeremiah, chap. xxiii. Behold the 
days come, ſaitb the: Lerd, that I will raiſi 

u1n˙ David à rigbieaus Branch, aud a. king 
Hall reign aud pi gſper, auld this is bis name 
whereby. he ſhall. be called. THE, LORD 
OR RIGHTEQUSNESS: All this 
was ſpoken of David's feed above four 
hundred years : after his deat y 

* — who Was contempora : 
1 with Jeremiah, calls the Meſſia by 


the cams al.Dawd hin; Ezekiel x&ny 
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7 will; fave my flocks,” and they ſhall be 1 
more @ frey. And I willjet up ore Jhrpherd 
ver them and he ſbail feed them, even my 
ervant David, and be ſhall be their ſbep- 
berd, and a prince among tbem and be 
ſhall feed ibem: Which words bot h Chriſ- 
tians and the modern Jews in the Fab 
m ud, confeſs to be meant of the Meſſias, 
and we believe to be foretold of Chriſt; 
David being four hundred years before, 
and could not come agatn to govern and 
feed) the people of Gd. 

Iſaiah the prophet, who lived. above 
one hundred years before Jeremiah or E- 
zekiel, bad plain and eminent diſcoveries 

of the Meſſias, in the 49, 50, 51; 6a, 355 
chapters of that prophecy; whereih 
ſays, That Chriſt being ſent to the Jews, 

he complains of them; and that he is ſent 
unto the gentiles with gracious promiſes. 
He ſhews that the occation of the Jews be. 
ing caſt off, is not to be imputed tothe Meſ- 
ſias, he having ability to ſave, by his obedi- 
ence in that work; A. by his confidence 
of God's aſſiſtance, Chriſt there perſuad- 
eth his church to believe his free redemp- 
tion; to receive the miniſters titereof, to 
joy in the power thereof, and that his k 
* 1 nen The n 


BA 


exculeth the ſcandal of the croſs, by the 
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complains of the incredulity of the people 


benefit of Chriſt's paſſion, and. the good 
fuecels thereof: the ſame prophet particu- 
larly exprefles the graces and divine pro- 
perties of Chriſt, as that. he ſhall for ever 
overthrow and deſtroy death; he hall o- 
pen the eyes of the blind, and the cars of 
the deaf, he ſhall not cry nor contend, 
nor ſhall accept the perſon of any Man, 
but in truth he ſhall bring forth truth in 
righteouſneſs. And Daniel who - lived in 


the end of the captivity of Babylon, ſome 


time before Haggi, Zachary, or. Malachi, 
who were the laſt prophets that ever flou- 


riſhed among the Jews, almoſt five hun- 


dred years before the coming of Chriſt, 
ſpeaks plainly. of his being cut off, and 
put to death, Dan. ix. And to inſiſt up- 
on no more, the whole ſcripture centers 
this one point, to foretel and manifeſt 


Chriſt to be the Meſſias, by ſigns, figures, 


parables and propheſies. | 
But to be more particular in the de- 


monſtration of this momentous and fun- 


damental truth; That this Jeſus of whom 
the four evangeliſts treat, is the true Meſ- 


. » fias; let us compare the chiriſtan goſpel 
With the Jewiſh Law; or the hiſtories of. }| 
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Chriſt under the one, with the prog helles 
of the Meffias under the other; and thence 
conclude, that if whatſoever was foretold 
concerning, the Meſſias, was fulfilled in 
this 'Jelus Chrift ; then he was undoubt- 
edly the Meſſias who. was to come into 
the world for the lalvation of mankind : 
to make which compariſon the more exact, 
let us run through the ſeveral circumſtan- 
ces that attended bis birth, life, death, re- 


ſurrection and aſcenſion, and oblerve how - 


punctually the propheſtes of them were 
fulfilled in every particular. 

And Firſt, for the birth of the Meſſias, 
the law ſaith, he was to be born of the ſced 
of Abratam, Gen. 22. 18. and, David, 
2 Sam. 7. 12. and of the teed of Jefle, Ila. 
11. 1. From whence, he is frequently call- 
ed by the Jews, the Son of David. The 
golpel faith, Jefus Chriſt was the Son of 

avid, the Son of Abraham, Matt. 2. 2. 
The law, that he was to be. born of a 


Virgin, Ila. 7. 14. The goſpel, that 


Mary a virgin, brought forte chiz Jeſus, 


7 of 1. 18. Luke 1, 17, 31, 36. . 
6,7. The law, chat he was to be bor 
wy kthlchem E. phrata. Mich.“ 1 The 


Ne that this Jeſus was bürn there, 
Matt. 11. 1. Luke 4. 5. 6. The law 
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lays, that he was to be brought out of E- 
gypt, Hoſea 11. 1. The goſpel, that Je- 
{us was called thence, Matt. 11. 19, 20. 
1 te law, that one ſhould go before the 
Meſſias, Mal. 3. 5. and ſhould cry in the 
wildernels, Iſaiah 11. 3. The goſpel, 
that John Baptiſt did ſo betore Chriſt, 
Matt. 3. 1, 3. Mark 1, 2, 3. The law, 
that the Meſſias ſhould preach the doctrine | 
of ſalvation in Galilee, who fitting before | 
in darkneſs, ſhould fee great light, Iſa. 
9. 1, 2. The goſpel, that Jeſus did ſo, 
Matt. 18. 12. 23. The law, that in the 
days of the Meſſias, the eyes of the blind 
ſhould be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf ſhould be unſtopped, the lame leap, 
and the tongue of the dumb ſing. Iſai. 
35. 5. The goſpel, that it was fo in the 
days of Jeſus Chriſt, Matt. 4. 23. and 
chap. 11. 5. 8 2 
But for all theſe wonders and miracles, 
the Jaw faith, they ſhould hear, but not 
underſtand, and ſee, yet not perceive, Iſai. 
6. 9. And the goſpel, that ſceing they. 
did rot fee, and heanng they did not hear, 
nor yet underſtand, Matt. 13. 13. The 
lau, that he ſhould be deſpiſed and rejted 
of men, a man of ſorrows and acquaint- 
hk ed with grief. lia. 53, 3. The gcſfel,' 
> that Jeſus Chriſt bad net where to lay his 
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head, Matt. 8. 20. His ſoul was f 
ing ſorrowful, even unto Death, Matt. 26. 
38. Yea, he was in an agony, and his 
ſweat was as drops of blood, Luke 22. 24. 
ſo, well was he acquainted” with grief. 
The law ſays, that tie ſhould ride into 8 Je. 
ruſalem upon an aſs, and upon a colt, 
the foal of an aſs, Zech. 11. 9. And the 
goſpel, that Jeſus Chriſt as he was going 
to Jeruſalem, having found an a, 1 ſat 
thereon, John 12. 14. Matt. 21. 6. At 
which time the law faith, the people ſhould 
cry, Hoſannah; bleſſed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord, Pſalm 118. 26. 
The goſpel,that they did ſoto Chriſt Matt. 
21. 9. Ihe law foreteis, cuat one of 15 own 
familiar friends, in whom he truſted, which 
did eat of his bread, did betray him into 
the hands of the Jews, Matt. 26. 47. Luke 
22. 46. The law, that he ſhouid be pri - 
ed at, and fold for thirty pions of flyer, 
with which ſhould be bought the Potter's 
Field, Zech. 11, 12, 13. The goſpel, that 
they covenanted with Judas, to 1 7 125 Je- 
ſus for thirty pieces of Her, Matt. 2 
with 0 they afterwards bought the Pol. a 
ter's d, chap. 27. 7. The law, that he 
ſhould 85 Ke ues among tranſgreſſors. 
Ila 53; 12. The goſpel, that Jeſus Chriſt 
Was. crucified between two thieves, ' Mark 
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15.27. Matt. 27, 38. The eh be 
ſhould be N 4t 904 bruiſed, lia * 
The goſpel, that they ſcounged ſelus.? att. 
32, 29. and ſmote him. Mark 15 ben 
The law,  faith,they. ſhould 9 5 his $ 
and feet, Plalm 22 1:1 9:;Zech. 12 = The 
7915 that the crucified Jeſus, Matt. 27A 
5. Luke 23, e tb he uſed to pierce, 
29) hand; and fee of tho "eel were Vit 
t 170 
tho' they ſhould pieree his flefh, yet. the bs 
faith, they ſhould not 92 his Bones, ng, 
not one of tem, Exod. 12, 46. Numb. 9. 
13. Plalm 34. 20. The 3885 el that they 
brake not the legs of Chit, John 19. 33. 
36. The Jaw, chat they ſhowd. lee him, 


hoold boot dim to ſcorn, {hoot out their, 


Ups. and ſhake their 1 2 laying, He truft- 
e would deliver. bim :, 
Let him axed bim, "Eg, he delighted in 
bin. Palm 22. 8. oſpel, that the. 
e ai © 1 heiſt att. 
27. A 15 Jaw ſaith, they: ſhould; 
give , bim "gall f or me beg wore, . 


drin Pfal⸗ 49. 21. 
the 185 Chriſt venegar to nk, win Is, 


AW, 1 


Pal. | 


gd! Il, Mat * 34 48. {The 
they, 101d part 15 gar menge 
them, aul caſt lots upon his 9 


22. 19. es they e Je- 
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ſas garments among them, and caſt lots. 
Matt. 27.35. John 1 19.23. Mark 15. 24. 

And as for the time of this Jeſus' com- 
ing into the world; it is certain that he 
caine before the ſecond temple was demol- 
iſned, for it is ſaid, that he went intothe tem- 
ple, Matt. 19. 45. yea be himſelf taught 
daily in it, ver. 47. By which means the 
glory of the ſecond temple was greater 
than the glory of the firſt, according to the 
prophecy of Hag. 11. 9. As for Jacob's 
prophecy, that "the {cepter ſhould not 
depart from Judah, nor the Jaw-giv- 


er, till Shiloh, or the Meſſias ſhould- 


come. Gen. 49. 10. It is certain that 
it did not depart from Judah, till Her- 
od was by Auguſtusand the ſenate of Rome, 


made king of Judea, in whoſe days this 
Jeſus was born, Matt. 11. 2. Luke 1. 5. 
And ſo Daniel's ſeventy weeks, or four 


hundred and ninety years, did exactly, 
reach unto, and were determined in the 
days of this Jeſus, as might eaſily be de- 
monſtrated. So that all the old prophe - 


ſies concerning the Meſſias coming ate 
: pexfec| ly ſul6lied in this Jeſus of Nazareth. 


Furthermore, the law faith, that tho tbe 


Mleſſias ſhould be crucified, yet God would 


not leave his foul in hell, n r *. 25 f 
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ly one to ſee. corruption, Pf; 164-29; And! 
that when Goll ſhould make his ſoul a ſa- 
crifiee, fog ſing be ſhould: {:e: his ſeed, aud 
prolong his days, Iiaiah 53: 10. which plain- 
ly imphies, that tho' the Meſhas ſhould die. 
yet he ſhould riſe again, and that within a 
tew days too, otherwyſe he would have ſeen- 
corruption. Now the galpelſays,; that 
this Jelus roſe from the dead, Matt. 28. 6. 
Luke 24. 6. and that he Wes ſeen of feve- 
ral after his reſurrection, as of Mary Mag- 
dalen. Matt. 28. 9. of the eleven diſciples, 
ver. 16. 17. 18. Mark 16. 14. ot the two 
that ure ade Emmaus, Luke 24. 13. 
14. 1 f. of Simon Peter alone, ver. 24, and 
of all the diſciples gathered together, the 
doors beihg ſhut, John 20. 16. And to 
be {ure that it was himſelf, and not an ap- 
parition, Thomas, one of the twelve, thruſt 
tus hands into his fide, and found it ſleh 
and blood indeed, and he did eat and drink 
betore them, Lake 24. 43. which it is im- 
poſſible that a ſpirit could do. ble was 
ſeen of Peter and John, and other diſci- 
ples, wailit they were filling, and cat and 
drank with them, John 21. Of five hun- 
ared brethren at once, and of Paul him 
ſelt, 1 Cor. 15. 6. Neither did be lie ſo 
ag as to ſee corruption, for he was bu- 
red but the day before the ſabbath, Merk 
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M642. and roſe the day after. ch. 16. 1. 
Again, Jeſus was not only to riſe agam,; 
but the law faith, he was to aſcend on Rigi, 
to lead captivity captive, and to give gifts: 
unto men, Plat. 16. 18. Now this cannot 
hut be an undoubted character of the Mef- 


ſaqy: not only to riſe from the dead, But 


to aſcend up to heaven, and thence: to di- 
perſe his gifts. among the children of men, 
= that Chriſt did ſo, is evident from the: 
gafjiel;. for after he had: ſpoken with then 
he was received up into heaven, and there 
fat on the right hand of God, Matt. 16.19. 
Luke 24. 41. He gave ſuch giſts to men, 
as that his diſciples: oa ſudden, were ena- 
bled toſpeak all manner of. languages, AEts 
2. 8. to work many ſigns and wonders, 
chap. 5. 12. to heal all manner of diſeaſes, 
ver. 17, 16 yea, with a word ſpeaking to 
cure a man lame from bis mother's wand, 


2 


chr » 6. 75 N 
Thee conſiderations ſeem to make tber 


goſpel a perfect trancript of the lau; and 


the hiſtortes of Jeſus are nothing elle but 
tze propheßjes of Chriſt turned into an hiſ- 
tory; And certainly the picty of his life, 
tbe purity of his doctrines, and bis mirac- 
ulous works, are a further confirmation of 
the truth of what is here related: For the 
miracles that he wrought, as the healing 
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the ſick with a word of his mouth, raiſing 
the dead, feeding ſo many thouſands with 
five loaves and the like, were ſo power- 
ful and convincing, that his very enemies 
who would not believe him to be the Meſ- 
fias Could ſcarce deny him to be a God, 
as Joſephus, the Jewiſh hiſtorian teſtifies _ 
in his antiquities, Lib. 18, chap. 4. And 
it is a tenet to this day among ſome of them 
that the miracles which Jeſus did, were 
not the deluſions or juggles of ſatan, but 
real miracles, wrought as they pretend by 
virtue of the name of God, Jehovah, which 
they ſay Jeſus got out of the temple ; 
whereby it is plain that they acknowledg- 
ed God to be the author of them, which 
doubtleſs could not be, unleſs they were 
agreeable to his will, and for the glory of 
s name. e 
Neither was the doctrine of the goſpel 
only eſtabliſhed at the firſt, but propaga- 
ted afterward by miracles, that a doctrine 
ſo much contrary to fleſh and blood, as 
propchng nothing in his life, but that the 
profeſſors of it ſhould have troubles in this 
world, ſhouid be as ſheep among wolves, 
ſhould be perſecuted, imprifoned, ſcourg- 
ed, put to death, and be hated of all 
men for their maſter's ſake ; and this doc- 
trine propagated by a company of ſimple 
; | 
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illiterate men, who had neither, pewet to! 
force, nor. eloquence to perſuade men to 
the belief of it, * bracing it ho that yet 
ſuch perſons. as theſe were, ſhould ever 
e any of. the Jews, whoexpacted a. 
king for their Meſſiah, to -advancy them! 
to temporal dignities, to believe that this 
Jefus whom themſelves, ſcoucged and ctu- 
cified at Jeruſalem, was that per ſon, or: 
that they mould be able to rd Fee the) 
goſpel among the, Gentiles-ajſa; who nei- 
ther believed in the true God, not npect. 

ed any thing of a Meſſias to come and; re- 
deem them: Yer this they did, and brought) 
oyer not oy many people, but whole; na- 
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the Aiken {preading this maſt holy doc+ 
trine,amorg the moſt barbatous and ns 
fu} people, in ſ(pight of all the oppoſni 
that the world, the fleſb, and __ det 
could make againſt it. 

No no man that exerciſcth his 2 
can imagine that they did all this purely 
dy their qwn ſtrength, nor that theſe wan 
derful effects could ever have been prochus? 
ced by any thing leſs than the wiſdatmgandt. 

wer and faithfulnels of tlieir Lord and 

aſter, whole ſervice they werd en 
id, and who promiſed to be with them to | 
the end of the world, Matt, 28. 20. Doubt». | 


Teſtament, (wuicn teſtuy the trutn oi tne 


= which no man can fail of worſhipping and 
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leſs it was nothing elſe but the ſpirit of the 
moſt high God, that aſſiſted them And ac- 
companied the word they preached, other- 
wile it could never have made ſuch a dee 
impreſſion upon the hearts of them that 
heard it as not only to command their at- 
tentions, but to hinder them from reſiſting 
(when they ſtrove and endeavoured to do 
it } that power and authority by which the 
diſciples ſpake. 

RE” 4 it is evident, that all the books of 
the ancient law, with all thole which have 
been received into the canon of the ſcrip- 
tures, by the church of God ſince the 
coming of Criſt, which we call the New 
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* divinity of our Saviour) I ſay that all thoſe 
| books from the beginning of Geneſis, to 
the end of the Revelations, are indeed the 
word of the Eternal, dictated by his own 
ſpirit, to ſuch as himſelf was pleaſed to 
einploy in the writing of them, and that 
they contain in them a c perfe&t rule of taith 
and manners; upon the due obſervamce of 


Kevin God'in ſuch a manner, as will be- 

acceptable to him here, and enjoying here - 
after thoſe exceeding great and precious 
4 Ppromiles, that he has Nen in eg 
dor ſuch as do 10. K 


nr 


LIFE OF CHRIST. | 23 


Asta the time of the coming of the Meſ- 
hah, it is evident that about 1,600 years 
ago, the Jews did generally expect! it, and 
that many did pretend to be the perſon, 
as one Bar- cozbah, at this time declari 
himſelf to be the man; almoſt all the 
whole nation unanimouſly joined them- 
telves to him, inſomuch that the Jews re- 
port, there were no leſs than four or five 
hundred thouſand of them flain by the 
emperor Adrian, in the city of Bittet, all igh- 
ting in defence of this counterfeit Meſſiah, 
many others likewiſe pretended to be he, 
and ſome to this day, bold, that he is al- 
ready come, but that by reaſon of cheir b 
fins, he 15 not revealed to them. 

Now it is to be obſerved, that by the 
conſent of all chriſtian writers, Jeſus, whom 
we believe, and confeſs to be the true chriſt 
was born the 25th of December, in the for- 
ty- ſecond year of Auguſtus Cæſar, the Ro- 
man emperor, and fiſteen before his death; 


in the thirty- third year of the reign of He- 


rod king of Judea, and from the creation, 
about four thouſand years, the ſtate. of tha 


world being thus at Chriſt's nativity; The . - 


three monarchies of the world, the Aſſyri- 


ans, Perſians and Grecians were paſſed * | 
away and ended, and the Roman, greater 
than all the former, was begun according io 
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3 that there hould be no end of 


ht. 


to theprophecy'oſ Daniel, five hundred 
Fears before Auguſtus ; who after five ci- 
vil wars and infinite blood ſhed and: de- 
vaſtations in the world, reigned alone in 
ꝓtace many years; and in token of uni- 
verſal peace over the earth, the temple of 
Janus (or war) was ſhut, which happened 
dut twice before, ſince the bull e 

Rome; and the very ſame day that C Grit 
was born in Judea, Auguſtus commanded 
im Rome (as was afterwards obſerved)that 
no man ſhould call him Lord, thereby 
ſignity ing the liberty and ſecurity which 
mankind now enjoyed, after the world 
had ſuſtained ſuch woetul-defolations by 
wars for ſo: many years, and ſaying unknow- 
ingly that a greater Lord than he was now 
born in the world; which agreed exactly 
to the prophecy of Daniel, that there ſhould 
be three monarchies, and the laſt the great- 
eſt, at whoſe appearance the Meſſias ſhould 
come and build up Ged'skingdom through 
out the Whole world, and Iſaiah, one hun- 
_ years before, foretold, that at the 

. Chriſt the peop le ſhould ſit in 


ace; and king David, Pſalm 71, fays, 


In bis days ſhall the righteous Nouriſh, 


and there ſhall be abundance of peace, 
which was then very neceſſary for the qui- 
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et planting and publiſhing the goſpel of 
Chriſt; the wars which had ſo long diſtur- 
bed the earth, miraculouſly almoſt ceaſing 
at this very time, to make 'way for the 
coming of the prince of peace. To con- 
clude this point of Chriſt's appearing ; - 
About his birth,there concurred ſo ma- 

ny circumſtances, as the general peace of 
the Roman Empire, the expiration of the 
line of Judah, the fulfilling of Daniel's 
weeks, the public fame and expettation 
of the Jews, with their vain expectations 
for one thouſand ſix hundred years of an- 
other Meſſiah. Their being diſperſed all 
over the world, without either temple, 
law, ſacrifice, prophet, or promiſe for their 
redemption, which never happened to 
them in all their former captivities, before 
the death of Jeſus, and which promiſes 
they had for their conſolation in their miſ- 
eries; theſe things being laid together, we 
may aſſuredly conclude, that Chriſt was 
born at the juſt time piedicted by the ſpi- 
rit of God; and conſequenily, that he on- 
ly was the true Meſſias and ſaviour of the 
world. So chat when the fulneſs of time 
was come, after the frequent repetition of 
promiſes ; the expiration-of the Jewiſh 
nation; the-longing and Earneſt waiting 


of all holy perſons; God having great - 
i 
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eompaſhon towards mankind, remember- 
ing his promiſes, and our great neceſſities, 
ſent his ſon into the world, to take 

him our nature, and that guilt of ſin which 
it had contrated, and all that puniſhment 
which vas conſequent thereto, which came 
to paſs in the following manner. 


THE 
ConcBPTION or JESUS CHRIST. 


I» the days of Herod the king, the an- 
gelGabriel was ſent from God, untoa city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, to a holymaid eſ- 
pouſed to j oſeph, and found her ina capaci- 
ty and excellent diſpoſtion, io receive the 
greateſt honour that was ever beſtowed on 
the daughters of men. Her employmentwas 
boly avd pious, her perſon young.heryears 
florid and ſpringing , her body chaſte, her 
mind humble, and a rare repoſitory of di- 
vine graces, and God poured upon her a 


full meaſure of. honour, in making her the 


mother of the Meſſias; For the angel came 
to her, and ſaid, Hail; thou that art hig - 


by favoured, the. Lord is withthee, bleſſed art 


thou.among women. Which meſſage is pa- 


taphraſed by the poet, in a dialogue 
tween Gabriel and Mary, as follows: 


G. Hail, Slaſed Mary. M. What celeſtial tongue 

Calls ſinful Mary bleſſed? G. It i, J. 

M. Who art thou? G. I am Gabriel, hat belong 

To the high &hoir of Heaven. M. I faint I die. 

G. Fear not, faveet virgin, all the world ſhall be 

Made debtors to thy womb, and bleft in thee. | 

M. HowLord ? G. Thy virgin womb ſhall bear a for, 

That ſhall redeem t he world. M. My Lord how can 

Such wonders come to paſs, ſuch things be done 

By a poor virgin, never known by man? 

G: The Holy Ghoſt at his appointed hour, 

Shall mate thee pregnant by its ſacred pow'r. - 

M. Wonder of wonders! G. Ar whoſe heighth the choir 

Of Heaven ftand raviſht, tremble and admire. 

M. © may it be according to thy word! 

G. Before ten months fully completed le, 

Thou ſhalt be known the Mother of our Lord. 

And thou ſhalt have thy Saviour on thy Knee. 

\ M. Both heaven&earth ſhall triumph, & the frame 
Of Hell ſhall tremble at Maria's Name. 62 Ee 
G. All ages paſt preſent, and to come, | 

.Shall joy in Mary, and in Mary's Numb. 


The virgin having now the ſon of God 
in her chaſte womb, and the holy ſþirit in 
her heart, who had alſo overſhadewed her, 
enabling her to a ſupernatural and:mirac- 
ulous conception, arofe with haſte and 
gladneſs, to communicate that joy which 
was deſigned for all the world, and und 
no breaſt ſo proper to pour forth the em- 
anations of her overjoyed heart, as ber 
couſin Elizabeth, who had received this 
divine teſtimony, that ſſie was righteous 
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before God, walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances-of the Lord blame- 
leſs, who had alſo a ſpecia! portion in this 
great honour, for ſhe was deſigned to be 
the mother of John the Baptiſt, who was 
ſent as a forerunner to prepare the ways 
of the Lord, and make his paths ſtrait, and 
Mary aroſe in thoſe days, and went into 
the hill country with haſte, into a city of 
Judah, and entered the houſe of Zacharias, 
and ſaluted Eliſabeth ; the angel Gabriel 
having told her, that ſhe alſo had conceived 
a ſon in her old age, and this was the fixth 
month with her who was called barren, ſo. 
that upon the ſalutation of Mary the babe 
leaped in her womb. It is not eaſy 
to imagine what ecftacies of joy there 
were at this bleſſed meeting; two mothers 
of two great princes, one the greateſt that- 
was born of a woman; the other his fore- 
runner to prepare his way; and their con- 
verſation was douhtlels, holy and divine, 
as they were both prophetically inſpired, 
and all their faculties turned into grace. 
After they had re- ſaluted each other, Ma- 
ry abode with her couſin Elizabeth about 
three months, and then returned to her 
own, houſe; where, when ſhe. appeared 
with her holy burthen, to her huſband Jo- 
ſeph, and that he Pee her to be with 
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child, and knew that he never unſealed 
the holy fountain of virginal purity,he was 
troubled; for although her deportment 
had been pious and chaſte to a miracle, her 
carriage ſo reſerved, as drove away all 
temptations and impure thoughts from 
thoſe that might ſee or converle with her. 
yet he conſidering only the principles of 
nature, was minded to put her away, but 
yet privily, becauſe he was a good man, 
and knew her piety to be ſuch, that he 
ſeemed to offer violence to his ſenſes, to 
believe what was viſible and plain, and 
would therefore do it © privately. But 
while he thought on theſe things, the ange! 
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
ſaying, Joſeph, thou ſon of David, fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy 
Ghoſt. And Joſeph being raiſed from 
Nep, did as the angel of the Lord had bid · 
den him, and took. unto him his wife. 

. The holy virgin could not but know 
that Joſeph+ would be troubled with ſor- 
row and inſecure apprehenſions concern- 
ing her being with child; but ſuch was- 

her innocency and ber confidence in God 
chat ſhe held her peace, expecting as we 


may ſuppole, which way God would pro- 


vide a remedy for the jnconvenience ; for 
C2 2 
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if we commit ourſelves to God in well do- 
ing, as unto a faithful creator, he will aſſert 
our innocency, and free-us from ſcandal, 
if it be expedient for us; if it be not, it is 
not fit we ſhould deſire it; and accordin 

ly this bleſſed virgin was ſoon freed from 
the leaſt guilt in this tranſattion.. 

For Joleph was not balty.1 in the execu- 
tion of his purpoſe, nor in the determin- 
ing of his thoughts, but ſtood long in de- 
liberation, and longer before he atted in 
this invidious manner, which had an ap- 
pearance of rigour and ſeverity ; She was 
firſt to live defam d and be accus'd pub- 
licly, and being convicted by the law, was 
to die, if he had gone the ordinary way: 
But he who was a Jeſt man, which in the 
{tile of ſcripture and other wife writers, is 
a good, a charitable man, thought it more 
agreeable to juſtice, to treat an offending 
perſon with the eaſieſt ſentence, than to 
put things to extremity, and render the 
perſon deſperate, and provoked by the 
worſt of what ſhe could fear, but waved. 
the killing letter of the law, and ſecured 
his own intereſt and his juſtice too, by in- 
tending to diſmiſs her privately. But be- 

fore the thing was irremediable, God 
ended his doubts by an heavenly demon- 
ſtration, in ning an angel to reveal to 
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Wim the innocence of his ſpouſe, and the. 
J divinity of her ſon. Now altho the man- 
ner of his conception, and the me ſſage or 
annunciation made to his mother by the 
angel, depend principally: upon the rela- 
tion and credit of the virgin herlelt, who 
only was privy thereto, and upon the teſti- 
mony of Joleph,.to whom it was revealed 
by the ſame. angel afterward; yet conſid- 
ering the circumſtances of the thing itſelf, 
namely, the ſimplicity and honeſty of the 
reporters ; and that it was very unlikely 
that Joſeph being juſt as he is called, would 
have concealed a thing ſo much againſt 
himſelf, and againſt the law, if he had not 
been fully aſſuredof the truth of the affair. 
Again the innocent age of the bleſſed vir- 
gin, who( St. Auſtin and other ancient ſath- 
ers write) was not above fourteen yearsold 
at that time; all theſe things make it very 
improbable, that ſhe would invent ſuch a 
matter of herſelf ; and finally, the ſtrange 
prophecy that ſhe uttered in-her Canticle 
or Magnificat, and which we ſee now ful- 
filled; albeit, at that time very unlikely, 
that all nations ſhall call her bleſſed, &c. 
All theſe things conſidered fully, demon- 
ſtrate the truth of this matter. 
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Tim ey maid may be judged 
to long to be a. glad: mother, expecting 
when the ſon of righteouſneſsſhould break 
forth from his bed, where nine months he 
had hid himſelf behind a fruitfal cloud. 
About the end of which, God, who in his 
infinite wiſdom, cauſes all things to co-op; 
erate to his divine purpoſes, brought the 

holy virgin toBethlehem,the city of David, 
to be taxed, with her hutband Joſeph,pur- 
ſuant to a decree upon all the world, pub- 
liſhed by Auguſtus ; which. happened in 
this juncture of time, that the prophecy of 
Micah might be fulfilled ; And thou Bethle- 
hem; in the Land of Fudah, art not the leaſt 
among the princes of Fudah,for outof thee ſhall 
comeagovernor that ſhall rule mypeople Ifratt. 
| This rare act of providence is highly re. 
markable, becauſe this taxing ſeems whol- 
| 


* 


ly ordered by God, to {ſerve and miniſter 
to the circumſtances of this birth... For 
' this taxing was not in order to tribute. He- 
rod was nov king, and received all the re- 
| venues of Judea,' paid a certain tribute to 
Auguſtus, as other kings and princes un-. 
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er the Rowan dominion did; but this 
as only his ſending commiſſioners to tax 
very city, in order to make an inqueſt of 
ie ſtrength of the empire both in men and 
oney,. he having no other advantage by 
Wit ; but ſeems to be diretted in it by him 
ho rules and turns the hearts of princes, 
that he might by verifying a prophecy, ſig- 
nify & publiſh the miſſion & birth of Jeſus, 
When the holy virgin perceived that the 
expectation of the nations was arrived at 
the very doors of revelation, ſhe brought 
forth the bleſled Jeſus,and although all the 
world were concerned in the birth of this. 
great prince, yet we do not read of any that 
4 miniſtered at it but the angels : And thus. 
was Jeſus born of a poor mother, in a poor 
place, in a coldwinter's night, far from home, 
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j among ſt angers,with all the circumſtances 
q of humility.and poverty,naked as the inno- 
| cence of Adam, whom his mother, after 


having cradled him in her arms, took and 
8 wrapt in Iwadling-cloths. For ſo was the 
P deſign of his humility, that as the laſt ſcene 
of his liſe was numbred among thieves, ſo 
thefirſt among beaſts, the ſheep and the oxy + 
en; which is thus repreſented by the poet. 
Othou | who wert the king of heaven and earth · 
How poorly wert thou tended at thy birth; | 


A manger was thy cradle, and a ſtable, 
Thy privy-chamber ; Mary's knees thy table. 


members the ſwadling>cloaths of this holy 
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Thieves were thy courtiers,and thucrofs thy throne; 
Thy diet gall, a-wreath of't horns thy.crown : 
All this the king of gtory endur'd, and more, 
To make us kings, that were but flaves before. 


No man therefore will have cauſe to 
complain of his coarſe cloathing, if he re- 


child ; nor be diſquieted at his hard bed 
when he conſiders Jeſus laid in a manger, 
nor be diſtontented at his thin table, when 
he calls to mind the King of heaven and 
earth was fed with a little breaſt milk. But 
ſince the eternal wiſdom of the father, who 
knew to- chuſe the good, and refuſe the 
evil, did chuſe. a life of poverty; it may 
demonſtrate to us, that riches and honors; 
theſe idols in the world's eſteem, are ſo far 
from creating true felicity, that they are 
not to be reckoned as real good things; 
neither ought any one to be aſhamed of 
innocent poverty, of which the holy Je: 
ſus made choice, and the apoſttes after 
him, made public profeſſion. | 
Although the birth of Chriſt was deſti- 
tute of the uſual and leſs neceſſary pomps 
which generally illuſtrate che birth of prin- 
ces, yet his firſt humility was made glori- 
ous with prefages, miracles, and fignifica- 
tions from heaven, beſides thoſe already 
mentioned: All the world did expect, 
that in Judea ſhould: be born their true 
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rince, inſomuch that Auguſtus the em- 
Wcror, (as I have noted) about that very 
me, refuſed tobe called Lord, which the 
hriſtians were apt to believe, was occa- 
oned by the prophecy of a female prophet, 
alled a Sibyl, foretelling che birth of a 
greater prince, to whom all the worldſhould 
ay adoration, who at that time was born 
n judea: And when the oracle which Au- 
guſtus conſulted, was ſtruck dumb, and 
zould not anſwer any of the queſtions he 
de fired to-be reſolved in, he told him un- 
aſked, that a Hebrew child ſhould be his 
ord and enemy. 2 88 
The world being now at peace, and the 
temple of war was ſhut up, the prince of 
peace was born, and came to reconcile God 
with man, and man with his brother, by the 
ſweetneſs of his example, and the influ- 
ence of bis holy dottrine, that the wolf 
and the lamb ſhould lie down together. 
But becauſe the heavens, as well as the 
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earth, are his creatures, and do ferve him; 


at his birth he received a ſign from heav- 

| en above, as well as in the earth beneath, 
as an homage paid to their common Lord. 
For as certain ſhepherds were keeping 
watch over their flocks at night, near that 
part of the country (as it is thought) where 
Jacob uſed to feed his cattle when he was 
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in the land of Canaan, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord ſhone round about them and they 
weile fore afraid. And needs they muſt, 
when an angel came arrayed in glory, and 
cloathed their perfons in a robe of light, 
great enough to confound their under- 
ſtanding: Tor the angel ſaid unto them, 
Fear not, for I bring unto you glad tidings of 
great joy, which ſhall be to all people, for unto 
you is horn this day in the city of David, a 
Saviour which is Chriſt the Lord. 

The ſhepherds needed not any invita- 
tion to fee this wondrous fight, but leſt 
their expectation ſhould imagine he was a 
glorious prince, the angel told them a fign 
that might take off their admiration to ſee 
ſo great a prince ſo poorly accommodat- 
ed, he ſays, This hall be a Sign unto you: 
ye ſhall find the babe wrapt in ſwadling 
cloaths, lying in a manger. | 
The angel brought the meſſage to ſhep- 
herds, perſons innocent, mean, and hum- 
ble, who were more likely not. to be ſcand- 
alized at the poverty of the Meſſias; for 
thoſe perſons whole affections are ſet upon 
the pomps and vanities of this world, and 
are not uſed to charity and humility, are 
altogether removed from the underſtand- 
ing of irie excellencies, and can reliſn 


LIFE OF CHRIST. 37 


nothing but the grandeur of carthly fol- 


lies; they are prejudiced with God him- 
ſelf if he appears poor and mean, as the 
Scribes and Phariſees were at our bleſſed 
Saviour's ſimplicity; with theſe men, is 
weakneſs, a mean birth, an ignoble ſtain, 


beggary is a ſcandal, and the croſs an un- 


anlwerable objettion ; but the angel invit- 
ing the poor ſhepherds to Bethlehem, i 18 
an evident intimation, that none are fit to 


come to Chriſt but the poor in ſpirit, deſ- 


piſers of the world, fincere in their hearts, 
without crafty or ſubtle deſigns; and there- 
fore the angel did not bring the news to 
Herod, nor to the Scribes and Phariſees, 
whoſe ambitious projects were contradicto- 


ry to the ſimplicity and poverty of the birth 
of Jeſus, 


The angel having delivered this bleſſed 


meſſage, ſuddenly here was with him a 


multitude of the heavenly hoſt, whoſe ſong 
was, glory be to God on high; on Earth 
Peace, and Good-will toward Men: Re- 
fering not only to the profound peace, 
which at that time ail the world was in ; 
but to the greateſt peace which this new- 
born prince ſhould make between his 
father and all mankind. As ſoon as theſe 
heavenly choire?ers had ended their glo- 
rious hymn, they returned into heaven, 
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and the ſhepherds went to Bethlehem, to 


known to them: And they came with haſte, 
and when they had ſeen it, their hearts 
havipg changed her firſt joy into wonder, 
kept all theſe ſayings and pondered them 
ſing to the honour of God, for the nativi- 


told unto them. 


ment ſhewed his handy-work ; this alſo was 
told abroad, even to the Gentiles by a 
ſign from heaven. For there was a pro- 
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ſee this thing which the Lord had made 


and found Mary and Joſeph, and the babe 
lying ina manger. Having obſerved all 
to be verified that the angel had told them; 


were filled fo with the oil of gladneſs,that 
they ran over with joy, and being too big 
to be confined to their own breaſts, they 
communicated. it to every one, and made 
known abroad the ſaying. which was told 
them concerning the child. But Mary 


in her heart. And the. ſhepherds having 
ſeen and heard what the angels did upon 
the publication of the news. learnt allo to 


ty of Chriſt, for the ſhepherds returned, 
glorifying and praiſing God for all the 
things that they had heard or ſeen, as it was 


But the angels had told the ſhepherds, 
that the nativity was glad tidings of great 
joy unto all people, and that the heavens 
declared the glory of God, and the firma- 
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phecy of Balaam, famous in all the Eaft- 
ern country,andrecorded by Moſes, Num. 
xxiv. 17. There ſhall come a ſtar out of Ja- 
cob and a ſceptre ſhall ariſe out of Ifracl ; 
out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall have 
dominion. Which tho' in its firit fenle, 
it ſignified David, who was the conquer- 
or of the Moabites ; yet in a more myſte- 
rious ſenſe. it related to the {op of David: 
And in expettation of the event of this 
prophecy, the Arabians, the ſon of Abra- 
ham by Keturah, who were great itudents 
in Aſtronomy, and the motions of the 
planets, expected wich much ſolicitude, the 
revelation of a mighty prince in jqudea, 
at ſuch a time as a miraculous and extra- 
ordinary (tar ſhould appear: And there- 
fore, when Jeſus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea, in the days of Herod the king, 
there came wiſe men,in{vired by God, and 
taught by their ſcience, and perſuaded by 
prophecy, from the eaſt io Jeruſalem. and 
aſked confidently, and in a great open- 
neſs, under the ear and eye of a tyrant 
prince, bloody and umorous. jealous and 
ambitious, Where is he that is born King 
of the Fews ? For we have ſeen "W:/lar in 
the eaſt, and are come to worſhip kim. The 
Greeks ſuppoſe this ſtar was an angel, or 
ſuch a pillar of fire as went before the II- 
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raelites by night during their travels inthe 
wilderneſs. 

Theſe Eaſtern princes, of whom St. Cy- 
prian ſays, It was an old tradition of the 
church, that they were kings, or rather 
liule Lords of particular places, (like thoſe 
of whom Joſhua {lew thirty in one battle 
declared the mylteriouſneſs of the ſtar, and 
that it was no prodigy or comet, ſoretellin 
dileaſes, plague, war and death, but only 
the happy birth of a moſt excellent prince, 
yet it brought affrightment to Herod (and 
all Jeruſalem with him) who when he heard 
that a king was to be born in Judea, tho't 
ne ihould be dilpoſſeſt of his uſurped poſ- 
ſeſſion of the kingdom. 

For Joſephus relates, that his father na- 
med Autipater, was an Idumean, and that 
Herod being a well money/dmangindullri- 
ous, factious, and well accompliſhed, he 
was in great favour with the Romans, and. 
by his rare qualities, he at length marricd 
the daughter of Hirganus, king of Judea, 
who deſcended lineally from the houſe of 
David, and tribe of Judea. Hircanus 
being afterward defeated in a battle by 
the Perſians, they carried him captive 
into that country ; hereupon Herod haſt- 
ens to Rome, and by the favour of Mark. 
Anthony and Auguſtus, he was created 
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king of Judea by the ſenate of Rome, al- 
though Hircanus and his three ſons An- 


V- tigonus, Alexander, Ariſtobulus, anddivers 
he others of the royal blood, were all alive ; 
r but he ſoon found means to get Antigonus 
fe into his hands, and murdered him, with 
e) his younger brother Ariſtobulus, his wife 
id Mariamme.the daughter of Hircanus and 
18 his three ſons, all of the royal houſe of Ju- 
ly WH gah, he likewiſe flew forty of the principal 
4 noblemen, and all the Sanhedrim, or ſev- 
| 


enty two ſenators of the fame tribe; he 
killed the chief of the ſett of the Phari- 
fees ; he burnt the genealogies of all the 
kings and princes of Judah, and hired an 
hiltorian to draw out a pedigree from his 
progenitors, as if they were deſcended 
from the ancient kings of Judah ; he fold 
the high prieſthood to ſtrangers, and made 
ſuch havoc of Judah, as no part of gov- 
ernment or dignity remained in any of 
them. And at this time Jeſus, of the ſame 
houſe,and line of Judah, was borr in Beth- 
lehem. 

Now Herod imagining that an heir was 
| ſent from heavento challenge the kingdom, 
who brought a ſtar and the learning of 
the Eaſt with him, as evidence and cre- 
dentials of his title; reſolved, if poſſiblſe, 
to defcat the decrees of heaven, eicher by 
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ſnip him allo. 


- where the young child was; where, when 


7 


42 LIFE OF CHRIST. 


policy or violence; and calling the chief 
prieſts and ſcribes of the people together, 
he found they all determined, that Bethle- 
hem of Judah was the place deſigned by 
ancient prophecy.andGod's decree, wheie 
Chriſt ſhould be born: Next, he inquired 
privately of the wiſe men, what time the 
ſtar appeared,which had no regular motion 
according to the courſe of nature, but 
guided the Magi in their journey, ſo that 
it ſtood when they ſtood, and moved not 
when they reſted, making no more haſte 
than they did who carried much of thebuſi- 
neſs and employment of the ſtar along 

with them. And they having ſatisfied him 
in his queſtions, he ſent them toBethlehem. 
with inſtructions to ſearch diligently for 
the young child, and to bring him word, 
pretending that he would come and wor- 


The wile men proſecuted the buſineſs. 
of their journey, and having heard the 
King, they departed, and the ſtar (which 
as it ſeems, flill attended their motion)went . 
before them, until, it came and ſtood over 


they ſaw the itar, they rejoiced with, ex- 
ceeding great joy. Such a joy as wearied 
travellers ind, when they are come to the 
end of their journey, or entring their Inn. 
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A joy of nature, of wonder, and religion, 


r, 1 and their ſpirit being heightened wich ex- 
e- 0 pectation, they ran into the houle, where 
Dy [i they ſaw the young child with Mary his 
le 


W mother, and pothb:y they might be under 
ſome ſurprize, when inſtead of pomp and 
gaiety, they faw the great king s throne to 
be a manger, a ſtable his chamber of pre- 
ſence, a thin court, and no miniſters, and 
the king himſelf a pretty babe, and but 
that he had a ſtar over his head, nothing 
to diltinguiſh- him from che miſeries of a. 
poor, empty fortune. 

This did not ſcandalize thoſe wiſe per- 
ſons, but being convinced by that teſti- 
mony from heaven, and the union of cir- 
cumſtances, they felldown and worſhipped . 
him; after the manner of the eaſtern peo- 
ple, when they- pay veneration to their- 
kings, not wich a ſalutation and bleſſing 
in words only, but they bring preſents 
and come into his courts; for when they. 
had open'd their treaſures, they preſented. 
unto him gifts, gold, frankincenſe and 
myrrh. Seeming to declare their fauh 
by three articles in this oblation : By gold, 
that he was a king, by Incenſe, that he was 
a God, and by myrrh, that he was a man: 
Or as others imagine, that if there was 


any myſtery in thele offerings, gold might 


- 
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ſignify acts of mercy ; myrrh, the chaſti- 
ty of mind, or purity of our bodies, to the 
incorruption of which myrrh is eſpecially 
inſtrumental, and by its incenſe, our pray- 
ers, as the mo{t proper preſents to the 
honour and ſervice of this young king; 
but whatever mens opinions were, the act 
of adoration was direct and religious, the 
myrrh was medicinal to his tender body; 
and incenſe poſſibly then was neceſſary in 
a ſtable, the firſt throne of his humility, 
and the gold was a good antidote againſt 
the preſent indigencies of his poverty: 
Such preſents as- -theſe were uſed in all the 
eaſt (eſpecially in Arabia and Saba, to 
which the growth of myrrh and frankin- 
cenſe were proper) in their addreſſes to 
their Gods and to their kings, with which 
under the veil of fleſh; they worſhipped 
the eternal-word, the wiſdom of God un- 
der infant innocency, the almighty power 
in ſo great weakneſs, and the height of 
majeſty, and divine glory, under the low- 
nels of human nature. | 
When the wiſe men had paid the tri- 
bute of their offerings and adoration, be- 
ing warned in their ſleep by an angel, not 
to return to Herod, they returned into - 
their own country another way, fully ſat- 


isfied of the trum of what they nad heard . 


F 
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and ſeen, and taught by this rare demon- 
{tration which was made by Chriſt, that 
man's happineſs did not at all conſiſt in the 
affluence of worldly riches, poſſeſſions, and 
windy honour, having ſeen the eternal 
ſon of God poor and weak and uncloath- 
ed of all exteriour ornaments, they re- 
nounced the world, and retired into the 
receſſes of religion, and the delight ol 
ICIEnce.... 

And now the bleſſed Saviour of the 
world, having aſſumed the nature of ſinful 
man, who had brokenthe divinecommands, 
he was to put that nature into a ſavable 
condition, by fulfilling his Father's pre: 
ceptive will, and then to reconcile it actu- 
ally, by ſuffering the juſt deſervings of its 
pre varications; he therefore addreſſes him- 
ſelf to all the parts of an active obedience, 
and when eight days were accompliſhed 
tor the circumciſing of the child, he ex- 
poſed his tender body to the circumciſing- 
knife, and {hed his blood in drops, giving 
an earneſt of thoſe ſtreams of blood which 
he did afterwards pour out, for the clean- 
{ing of human nature, and extinguiſhing 


the wrath of God. He had no fin, nor 


was concetyed by natural generation, and 
could have no ſtains in foul or body, which 
need be cleanſed. by this myſtery, neither. 
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indeed do we find it expreſſed that ci 
cumciſion was ordained for pardon of ori 
ginal fin though it is preſumed lo ; but it 
was inſtituted to be a. ſeal of a covenant 
between God and Abraham, aud his pol. 
terity ; a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of faith, 
and therefore was not improper for him to 
ſuffer, who was the child of. Abraham, and 
who was the prince of the covenant, and 
the Author and finiſher of that faith,which 
was promiſed to Abraham in circumciſion; 
but lo myſterious were all the actions of 
Jeſus, that this one ſerved many ends. For 
1. It gave demonſtration of the verity 
of human nature. 2. Hereby he began 
to {ulfih the law. 3. It took from him- 
ſelf the ſcandal of uncircumciſion, which 
would eternally have prejudiced the Jews 
againſt the -eiterialnment and commun- 
ion with him. 4, He then took upon 
him that nature which declared him to be 
the Saviour of the worltl; which was as it 
were finiſhed in the blood of the circum- 
ciſion- For when the eight days were ac- 
compliſned, his name was called 'Jeſus : 
This name his parents impoſed upon him, 
whichthe Angel told to his mother, a name 
above every name, for in old time God was 
known by the names of power, of nature, 
of Majeſty, but his name of Mercy was 
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Wc ſerved till now, when God did purpoſe 
| pour out the whole treaſure of his mer- 
y, by the miniſtry of his holy Son. 

But this holy -family longed till they 
ight be permitted to addrels to the tem- 
ple, that there they might preſent the holy 
abe to his father. in his own houſe, for 
though while he was a child, he did differ 
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14 nothing from a ſervant, yet he was lord 
d of the place, it being his Father's houſe, and 
h indeed, Lord of all. Therefore, when the 
: days of the purification were accompliſhed 
) 


they brought him to Jeruſalem, to preſent 
him to the Lord to whom he was holy, as 
being the firſt-born of his mother, the only 
begotten Son of-his Father, and the firſt- 
born of every creature ; and they did with 
him according to the Jaw of Moſes, offer- 
ing a pair of turtle doves for his re deg. 
tion. 

And as there was no publick att about 
this holy child, but it was attendec by 
ſomething miraculous and extraordinary; 
at this inſtant the ſpirit of God directed Si- 
meon, a holy perſon into the temple, that 


he might be ſenſible of the fulfilling of Fs 


prophecy made to hi-7ſelf, that before his 
death he might behold the Lord Chriſt, 
and embrace the glory and conſolation of 
Iſrael, and the light.of the Gentiles in his 
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arms; and accordingly he ſpake glorious 
things of that child, and things allo glori- 
ous concerning his mother ; that the 
child was {ent for the riſing and falling 
of Iſrael ; for a ſign that ſhould be ſpoken 
againſt; and the bitterneſs of that contra- 
diction ſhould pierce the heart of his holy 
virgin mother like a ſword ; that her joys 
might be a little allayed with the preſent 
revelation of her future troudle. 

Old Anna the propheteſs came alſo in, 
full of years and joy, and found the reward 
of her inceſſant prayers and faſting in the 
temple, the long looked for redemption 
of Iſrael being now preſent, and ſhe with 
her eyes ſaw the light of the world, the 
heir of heaven, the long expected Meſſias, 
whom the nation had deſired, and waited 
for, till their hearts were faint, and their 
eyes were dim, as doubting he would be 
long in coming; ſhe alſo prophe ſied and 
gave thanks unto the Lord. But Joſeph 
and his mother marvelled at thoſe things 
which'were ſpoken of him, and Mary hav- 
ing received the greateſt favours that any 
of the daughters of Adam ever did, and 
knowing from whence, and for whole glo- 
ry ſhe had received it, returned the holy 
15 as a preſent to God again, for ſhe 

ad nothing ſo precious as himſelf to make 
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Wolation of ; and becauſe by the law of 
W Moſes, every firſt born among the males 


was to be holy to the Lord, the holy moth- 
ger brought a pair of turtle-doves or pi- 
n geons to redeem the lamb of God from 


the Anathema, becauſe every firſt- born 
was to be offe ed to God, or redeemed if 
it was clean. This was a poor man's price, 
and the bleſſed Jeſus was never valued 
at a higher rate while he was upon carth. 
For he that was Lord of the univerſe, 
choſe his portion among the poor of this 
world, that he might advance the poor to 
| the riches of hisinheritance; for at his-birth 
| he was poor, at his circumciſion poor, like 
the likeneſs of a ſinner ; at his preſentation 
poor, like a ſinner and ſervant, for he 
choſeto be redeemed at a very mean price. 

Herod having long waited for the re- 
turn of the wiſe men, to give him directions 


where to find the child that his ſword might 


do certain execution upon him, when he 
ſaw he was mocked of them, he was excee- 
ding wrath : And tho' he believed the di- 
vine oracles, foretelling that-a king ſhould 
be born in Bethlehem, yet his ambition 
made him ſo ſtupid, that he attempicd to 
cancel the decree of heaven. For if he 
did not believe the prophecies, why was 
he troubled ? If he did believe them, how- 


50 LIFE OF CHRIST. 


could he poſſibly hinder the errand, which 
God had foretold himſelf would certainly 
bring to paſs? And therefore ſince Provi- 
dence had prevented him from bathing his 
own {word in the bloed of the bleſſed 
child, he reſolved to ſend a {word of indiſ. 
crimination and confuſion, hoping that if 
he killed all the babes of Bethlehem, this 
voung king's reign would allo ſoon de- 
termine. He therefore {ent forth and ſſew 
ail the children that were in Bethlehem, 
and in all the coaſts thereof, from 2 years 
oid and under, according to the time 
which ke had diligently enquired of the 
wiſe men; for this execution was in the 
beginning of the ſecond year after Chriſt's 
nativity, as in all probability we guels, not 
at the two years end, as ſome ſuppoſe; be- 
cauſe as his malice was {uble, fo he in- 
tended it ſhould be ſecure, and was near 
the time of his computation. 

The maſſacre was ſad, cruel and uni- 
verſal, no compaſſion was taken at the 
dreadful ſhrieks of the mother, no tender- 
hearted ſoldier was employed: no hard 
hearted perſon was ſoftened by the weep- 
ing eyesandpiteous begging looks of thole 
mothers, that wondered how it was pothble 
for any to hurt their pretty ſucklings, there 
was 10 protettion, no defence againſt thoſe 
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ſavage butchers, no indulgence to any; in- 
ſomuch that Herod cauſed his own child, 
which was at nurſe in the coaſt of Bethic- 
hem to bleed to death, (who as Philo the 
Jew writes)was deſcended by his mother's 
ide of the tribe of Judah,which barbarous 
f cruelty being told to Auguſtus, he ſaid, 
that in Herodes family, it were better to 
be an hog than a ſon, ſince being a Fin 
he was forbid to kill or eat ſwine's fleſh, 
though he was not aſhamed to murder his 
child. The ſword being thus made ſharp 
by Herod's commiſſion, ſlaughtered four- 
tcen thouſand innocent infants (as the 
Gree!:s in their Calendar, and the Abby. 
ſenes of Ethiopia, do commemorate in 
their Liturgy.) For Herod, crafty and | 
malicious, that 1s, a finiſhed tyrant, had } 
cauſed all the children to be brought to- | 
gether, which the poor credulous mothers 
ſuppoſing was only deſigned to take an 
account of their age and number, in order 
to lay ſome tax upon every head, unknow- 
ingly ſuffered themſelves and their babes 
to be betrayed to an irremediable bygeh- 
w 4 | Then was fulfilled what was {poken 
by. Jeremiah - the prophet, faying,— 
. ao and weeping and great mourn- 
ing, Rachel weeping for her children, and 
would not be com forte. All the ioltances fk 
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ing in the valley of Hinnon, and there 


prevented his deſign, by conveying her 


till the time appointed for his manifeſta- 
tion unto Iſrael. But as the children of 
Bethlehem died in the ſtead of C 


52 LIFE OF CHRIST. 


ladneſs were little enough to expreſs the 
great weeping, when fourteen thouſand 
others in one day, faw their pretty babes 
pouring forth their blood into that boſom, 
whence not long before they had ſucked 
milk.& inſtead of thoſe pretty ſmiles which 
uſed to endear their affettions,nothing but 
affrighted ſhrieks and pale ghaſtly looks. 


The mourning was great, like the mourn- 


was no comforter ; their ſorrow was too 
deep to receive any preſent conſolation, 
and nothing but length of time could al- 
lay their wotul grief. 

But the malice of Herod went farther, 
into the hill- country, and hearing that 
great things were {poken of John (called 
the Baptilt) the fon of Zachary, as if he 
was deſigned to ſome eminent miniſtry 
about this great prince, he deſigned to 
make void the prophecies concerning him 
allo, and ſent a meſſenger of death to find 
im out. But the mother's early care 


ſon into deſart places, where he continued 


ſo 
did the father of the Baptiſt die for: pie 
child; for Herod ſlew Zachary between 
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the temple and the altar, becauſe he refuſ- 
ed to betray his ſon to the fury of that 
raging beaſt, though ſome eminent primi- 
tive chriſtians had a tradition, that a place 
being ſeparated in the temple for virgins, 
Zachary ſuffered the bleſſed virgin to a- 
bide there after the birth of the holy Je. 
ſus, allirming her to be {till a virgin, and 
that for this reaſon, not Herod, but the 
ſcribes and phariſees did kill Zachary. 
Tertullian reports that the blood of 
Zacharyhad ſo beſmeared the ſtones of the 
pavement, which was he altar the good 
prieſt was ſacrificed on, that no art nor in- 
duſtry could waſh the tincture out, the 
dye and guilt being both indelible; and 
if becauſe God did intend to exact of that 
nation, all' the blood of righteous perſons 
from Abel to Zacharias, who was the laſt 
of the martyrs of the ſynagogue, he would 
beara charatier of their guilt in their fight, 
to upbraid their irreligion, cruelty and in- 


fidelity. Some there are, who affirm, thag 


thoſe words of our ble ſſed ſaviour do t 
relate to any Zachary who had been alrea- - 
dy ſlain, but to a prophecy of the laſt of all 
the martyrs of the Jews,who ſhould be flain 
immediately before the deſtruction of the 
laſttemple, &cheextermination of their na- 
ton. Ceriain it is, that ſuen as Zachary, 
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the ſon of Baruch, (if we may believe joſe- 
phus)was ſlain in the middle of the temple, 
a little before it was deſtroyed ; and it is 
agreeable to the nature of the prophecy; 
aud the reproof here given by our bleſſed 
ſaviour, that from Abel to Zachary,ſhould 
take in all the righteous blood, from firſt 
to laſt, till the iniquity was compleat ; and 
it is not imaginable that the blood of our 
bleſſed Lord, and the apoſtle St. James, 
for whoſe death many of the Jews were of 
opinion God deſtroyed their city, ſhould 
be left out of the account, which would 
certainly be; if any other Zachary ſhould 
be meant than he whom they laſt ſlew; and 
therefore St. Cyprian expounds what we 
read in the paſt ſenſe, to ſignify the ſuture, 
and inſtead of ye flew, reads, ſhall ſlay, 
according to the ſtile often uſed by pro- 
phets, and as ſometimes an uncertain hg- 
nification will bear. 

But the firſt great inſtance of the divine 
vengeance from thofe executions was up- 
on Herod, who in a very few years after, 
was fmitten of God with ſo many plagues 
and tortures, that himſelf above ſeemed 
like an hoſpital of incurables; for he was 
tormented with a ſoft flow fire, like that 
of burning iron in his body ; in his bow- 
els with intolerable cholicks and ulcers; 1 in 
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nis ſhameful parts with worms; in his feet 
Wwith gout; in his nerves with convulſions, 
difficulty of breathing, and out of divers. 
parts of his body iſfued out ſo noiſome, 
ulcerous a ſtench, that the loathſomneſs, 
pain, and indignation, made him once 
ſnatch up a knife with purpole to have 
killed himſelf, but that he was prevented 
by a nephew of his. who then. attended. 
hitn, but the heart of Herod was only the 
more hardened by the loads. of divine 
wrath, God began his hell here, and the 
pains of hell never made any man leſs 
wicked. For. Herod perceiving that he 
muſt now die, firſt put to death his fon. 
Antipater, under pretence that he would 
have poiſoned him ; and that the laſt ſcene 
of his life, might, for curſed Malice, and 
exalted. villainy, out do all the reſt, be- 
caule he believed the Jewiſh nation would 
rejoice at his death, he aſſembled all the 
nobles. of the people, and put them. in pri- 
ſon, giving ſtrict charge tohis ſiſter Salome, 
that when he was at the point of death, 
they ſhould. all be ſlain, that his death - 
might be lamented with a real and univer- 
ſal ſorrow. But God that brings tomaught 
the councils of wicked princes, turned the 
deſign againſt the intention of Herod ; for 
when he was dead, and could not call * 
o 
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and departed into Egypt. Joſeph and Ma- 


. pilgrimage with the chearfulnels of obedi- 
' Joys of -love, knowing themſelves ſuffi- 


they could endure, by being inſtruments 
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ſiſter to account for diſobeying his bloody 
and unrighteous com wands, ſhe releaſed 
all the impriſoned and deſpairing gen le- 
men; and made the day ot her brother's 
death a perſect jubilee, a day of joy, ſuch 
as that when the Jews were delivered from 
the violence of Haman, in the days of 
Purim... 
All this while Cod had provided a ſanc- 
tuary for the holy child Jeſus, who ſeeing 
the ſecret purpoles of blood which Herod 
had contrived, {ent his angel, who appear- 
ed to Jol ph in a dream, laying—Ariſe, 
and take the young child and his mother, and 
fly into Egypt, and ve thert until I bring thee 
word. For Herod will ſeel the young child 
ta deſtroy him. Then he aroſe and took 
the younFchild aud bis mother by night, 


ry inſtantly aroſe, and without enquiring 
how they ſhall live there, or when they 
{hall return, or how be ſecured, or what 
accommodations they ſhall have in their 
journey, but in.the night they began their 


ence, and the confidence of hope, and che 
ciently recompenced for all the trouble. 


2 the 80 of the boly Jeſus. . The an- 


* 
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Wc icnt fathers ſay, they made their firſt a- 
ode in Hermopolis, in the country of 
hebais, whither when they firſt arrived, 
Whe child Jeſus, being by deſign of Provi- 


Wdence, carried into a temple, all the ſtatues 
of the idol gods fell down, like Dagon, at 
the prefence of the ark, and ſuffered their 
Wiimely and juſt diſſolution and diſhonor, 
according to the prophecy of Iſaiah, Be- 
hold, the Lord ſhall come into Egypt, and 
the idols of Egypt ſhall be moved at his pre- 
ſence. And in the life of the Prophet je- 
remiah, written by Epiphanius, it is report- 
ed, that he told the Egyptian prieſts, that 
their idols ſhould be broken to pieces, 
when a holy virgin with her child, ſhould 
enter 1ato their country, which prophecy, 
poſſibly might be the cauſe that the Egyp- 
tians, beſides their vain idols and falſe. 
gods, did worſhip alſo an infant in a man- 
ger, and a virgin in her bed. | 

From Hermopolis to Maturza thoſe ho- 
ly pilgcims went for their ſafety and: ſub- 
ſiſtence, where it was reported, they dwelt 
in a garden of balſam, till Joſeph being at 
the end of ſeven years (as it is commonly 
believed) afcertained by an angel of the 
death of Herod. and commanded to return 
to the land of Ifrael, he was obedient to 
the heayenly viſion and returned; hut 
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palſover, . Aud when Jelus was 12.5 ERS: . 
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hearing that Archelaus reigned in his fath: 
er's ſtead, and knowing the cruelty and 
ambition of Herod was nereditary, or in. 
tailed upon his ſon, he was warned to turn 
aide to the parts of Gallilee, under the ju- 
riſdiction of Philip, the fon of Herod allo, 
where Archelaus had no authority; the 
holy family were not ſolicitous about their 
return, nordiſtruſtful ofdivine providence, 
but ſull of poverty, landtity and content, 
waited God s time, at the return of which 
God delayed nat to recall them from exile, 
out of Egypt he called his ſon, and direct. 
ed Joſeph's fear and courſe, that he {hould 
drive to a place free from danger. And 
the ſame providence God expreſſes to all 
ſincere chrittians, and will free them from 
all their Pains, lorrows, and troubles, if 
they wait his good time, and in the mean 
whije do their duty, and depend upon his 
aſſiſtance; the holy Jeſus having gone be- 
fore ther, will aid them. and at length 
make heir condition eternally happy. 
From the return of this holy family to 
ucea, and their habitation in Nazareth, 
till the bleſſed child jefus was 12. years of 
age, we have nothing tranſmitted tò us of 
any authentick record but that they went 
to Jeruſalem every year at ihe feaſt of the 
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Id, and was in the holy city, attending 
on the paſchal rites and folemn ſacriſices 
f thelaw, his parents having fulfilled their 
Jays of the feaſt, went homeward, ſuppo- 
ing the child had been -in the caravan a- 
ong his friends, going before a whole 
Jay journey; ; and when they ſought and 
Wound him not, they returned to Jeruſa- 
Jem, full of tears and ſorrow, and for 
three days conld not find him, at length 
entering into the temple to pray to God, 
who knew their deſire, changed their for- 
row into Joy, and wonder, for there the 
mother found the holy ſon fitting in the 
midſt of the dottors, both hearing them 
and aſking them queſtions, and when they 
ſaw him, they were amazed, and fo were 
all that heard him, at his underſtanding 
and anſwers, beyond his education, beyond 
his expe rience,bey ond his years, and even 
beyond the common attainments of the 
beſt men, diſcourſing with the ſpirit of a 
prophet, the demonitration of an angel, 
and the heighth of inſpiration, for here in 
the very literal ſenſe, God out of he 
mouths of babes ordained iirength. —* 
Glad were the parents of the child to 
find him initiated with a miracle; and when 
he gave them an account of his employ- 
ment, which they underftood not, ſaying, 
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How is it that ye ſought me 2 Miſt ye not tha 
I muſt be about my father's buſineſs. But 
Mary kept all theſe ſayings in her heart; 
and he went down with them, and came 
to Nazareth, and was ſubjett unto them. 
And Jefus increaſed in wiſdom, and ſtat. 
ure, and in favour with God and man; and 
no doubt lived in all holinefs and humili- 
ty, ſhewing great ſigns of wiſdom, and 
thereby endeared himſelf to all that beheld 
his converſation, and confirmed them in 
the expettation which his miraculous 
birth had created of him ; increaſing in 
proportion to his great beginnings to a 
miraculous excellency of grace, ſweet- 
neſs of demeanor and excellency of un- 
derſtanding. 
When Herod had drunk ſo deep a 
draught of blood at Bethlehem, and ſought 
for more from the hill country, Elizabeth 
carried her ſon John the Baptiſt, into the 
wilderneſs, there in the deſert places to 
hide from the fury of that beait, where 
queſlionleſs ſhe attended him with as 
much care and tenderneſs, as the affections 
and fears of a mother could expreſs. in 
thoſe barren ſolitudes: It is recorded 
that the child was about eight months old 
when he firit fled to this melancholy ſanc- 
tuary, but after forty days his mother di- 
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and his father Zachary was flain at his 
jniſtration, which happened about this 
e, in the court of the temple ; ſo that 
e child was expoſed to all the dangers 
d infelicities of an orphan, in a place of 
Mlitarineſs and diſcomfort, in a time when 
bloody king meditated his deftruttion ; 
t when his father and mother were 
Nen from him, the Lord took him 
p. For the Greeks have a tradition, that 
z0d deputed an angel to be his guardian 
nd nouriſher, as he had formerly done 
o Iſhmael, who dwelt in the wilderneſs ; 
nd to Elias, when he fied from the rage 
f Ahab, ſo to this child, who came in the 
pirit of Elias, to make demonſtration that 
here can be no want nor danger, where 
Jod undertakes the care and provifion for 
1s children. 
The entertainment that he met with in 
the wilderneſs, was ſuch as might diſpoſe 
im toa lite of aufterity, to holy contemp- 
lations,prayers and communion with God ; 
his raiment being of camel's hair, with a 
leathern girdle about his loins, and his 
meat was locuſts, and wild honey; and 
thus he continued till he was about thirty 
years of age, and then in the fifteenth year 
of Tiberius, Pontius Pilate being govern- 
or of Judea, the word'of God came unto 
F | 
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John in the wilderneſs, and he came int 
all Judea, preaching and baptizing. Thi 
John, according to the propheſies of hin 
and the deſignation of his perſon by th 
holy ghoſt, was the fererunner of Chriſt, 
ſent to diſpoſe the people. for his enter 
tainment. and prepare his ways, whom all 
the Jewiſh writers of that time, mention 
with exceeding praiſe ; and Joſephus who 
lived ſoon after the death of Chriſt, ſays 
that he was a moſt excellent man of whom 
it was written by the prophet Malachi— 
Behold I will ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall 
prepare the way before me. It was there: 
fore neceſſary that he ſhould be a perſon 
of conſummate virtue and holineſs, that 
the purity of his life might gain credit and 
reputation to the teſtimony.he was to give 
concerning his Lord, the ſaviour of the 
world. which happened accordingly. - 
For che baptiſt, while he was in the 
wilderneſs, became the pattern of a ſolita- 
ry, contemplative life, and an example of 
ſandtity and fingular auſterity; ſo when 
he appeared to the world, he ſeemed to be 
a very extraordinary man, and the won- 
ders which were great at his birth, and the 
prediction of bis conception, which had 
ne ver before happened, but in the perſons 
of Iſaac and Samſon, the contempt of the 
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„ arid, his mortified countenance and de- 

emen. his auſtere and ſolitary life, his 
4 


ehement and zealous preaching, created 
high an opinion of him in the people,; 
What they held him for a prophet, andarare 
Wxample of an holy life; and that was ren- 
ered more awful by his ſolemn baptiſm, 
hereby he ſo prevailed, that he made 
pt and admirable preparations for the 
ord's appearing, for there went out to 
im Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and all the 
Wcgions round about Jordan and were bap- 
ed of him, confeſſing their fins. By. 
Wheſe heav-nly means he fo won upon the 
= fictions of all men, that his ſermons and 
eſtimony concerning Chriſtwerethe more 
Wprevalent and acceptable; the ſum of his 
aiſcourſes tending to perſuade them to re- 
ent of their ſins, and to bring forth the 
fruits of an holy life; he was a ſevere re- 
Wprehenderofthe Phariſees and Sadducees; 
be exhorted the people to do works of 
gmercy; the Publicans to do juſtice, and 
Woppreſs no man; the ſoldiers to abſtain 
from plundering, violence andrepine; and 

publickly declaring that he was not Chrift, 
chat he only baptized with water, but whe 
boly Jeſus ſhould baptize with the holy 

Ghoſt, and with fire, and finally denounced 

eternal wrath and puniſhnent to all chat 
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were impenitent; and from this day fo 
ward, that is from the day of John Bapti 
the kingdom of heaven ſuffered violence 
and the violent take it by force. For ng 
the goſpel began to dawn, John being lil 
the morning ſtar, foretelling the approac 
of the ſun of rightcouſneſs, forasſaint Joh 
the baptiſt layed the firſt rough and u 
hewed ſtone in this ſpiritual building, i 
mortification, ſelf denial, and doing vic 
lence to our natural affettions, fo th 
maſter builder himſelf. continued the ſam 


by propounding the glories of the hea) | 
enly Kingdom, to theſe only who by beal 
ing the croſs ſhould obtain the ſame. NowliY 
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was the time that multitudes mould thronii 


and crowd to enter into the ftraight gate 
and the younger brothers, the Gentile 


ſhould ſnatch the inheritance from i 
Jews our elder brothers; ltrangers fron 
natives; the Publicans and Harlots. fron 


the Scribes and Phariſees, whe like vio 
lent perſons, ſhall by their importunity 


obedience, Acne and diligence, f 


gain the kingdom from them to whom | 
was firſt offered, and Jacab ſhall be loyed 
and Eſau Sed, 


From the diſputation of Jeſus v ith the 
doQors, to the time of his manifeſtation toll 


Iſrael, which was about 18 years, the holy 
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child dwelt in Nazareth, in great obedi- 
ence to his parents, working, as is fuppoſed, 
with his hands in his ſuppoſed father Jo- 
ſeph's trade, for the ſupport of his own & 
his mother's nec-{lities, and that he might 
bear the curſe of Adam, that in the ſweat 
of his brows he ſhould eat his bread ; but 
now the full time being come, he took his 
leave of his mother and his employment, 
to begin his father's work, and his pro- 
phetical office, in-order to the redemption 
of the world; and when John was baptiz- 
ed in Jordan. Jeſus came to John to be 
baptized of him. And tho' the baptiſt had 
never ſeen his face, becauſe they had been 
from their infancydriven to feveral places, 
and defigned to ſeveral offices, yet the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt immediately inſpired John with 
a diſcerning, knowing ſpirit, ſo that at his 
firſt arrival he knew him, and did him wor- 
ſhip; ſo that when Jeſus deſired to be bap- 
tized, John forbid him ſaying Ie need 
to be baptized of thee, and comeſt thou to me ? 
But our bleſſed ſaviour, who told John that 
he came to fulfill all righteouſneſs, would 

receive that rite which his father had inſli- 
tuted in order to the - manifeſtation of his 
ſon; and by this baptiſm he became known 
to John, ſo that now he pointed at his per- 
fon in his ſermons and diſcourſes and by 
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ed, and alſo be turned to a new creation, 
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calling him the Lamb of God, propheſied 
of his paſſion, and declared him to be the 
world's Redeemer, and the ſacrifice for 
mankind. 

As ſoon as John had performed his 
miniſtry, and Jeſus baptized, he prayed, 
and the heavens were opened, and in the 
air appeared a new and glorious light, the 
Holy Ghoſt deſcended like a dove, and 
lighting upon him, and a voice from hea- 
ven, ſaying, Thts is my beloved Son in whom 
J am well pleaſed. This was the inaugura- 
tion and proclamation of the Meſſias, when 
hebegan to be the great prophet of the new 
covenant: the dove is inoffenſive, and feels 
no diſturbance nor violence of paſſions 
whenits deareſt intereſts are deſtroyed, we 
alſo ought to be of an even ſpirit in the 
ſaddeſt accidentswhich uſually diſcompoſe 
our peace, and it is certain that wherever 
the holy ſpirit does dwell, there alſo peace 
and lagtity,mceknefs and charity, a mor- 
tified will, and an abſolute abandoning 
our own inclinations and defires do in- 
habit : Furthermore, this dove, like that 
which Noah ſent out of the Ark, did apt- 
ly ſignifyz that the world ſhould be renew- 


& God hath made a covenant with us, that 
unleſs we provoke him by our impieties, he 
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vill never deſtroy the carth any more.— 
When the folemnity of this baptiſm was 
(ver, Chriſt aſcended up out of the water, 
and ſome of the ancients report (but with 
what certainty we know not) that the place 
in that river where his holy body had been 
baptized, was indued with a heating qual. 
ity, and a poweroicuring leapers that bach- 
ed themſelves therein, in the faith of je- 
ſus. But the manifeſtation of this power was 
not till afterwards, for as yet Jeſus did no 
miracles. 
When the ſaviour of the world was bap- , 
tized, had opened the heaven, which nev- 
er yet had been opened to man, and was 
declared the ſon of God, Jeſus was by the 
ſpirit driven into the wilderneſs : not by 
an unnatural violence, but by a fuperna-. 
tural inſpiration and inclination, for it was 
the holy ſpirit that bare him thither; he was - 
led by the good ſpirit to be tempted of 

the devil; whither he alſo retired w make 
demonſtration, that in an active lle, ſuch 
as he was deſigned to theſe retirements for 
contemplation and prayer may be neceſ- 
fary, that we may thereby be enabled to 
teach others, when we have been conver- 
fing with God. In this de ſart which was 
reckoned four miles from the place of his 
bapliſm, and about twenty { rom Jeruſalem, 
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he abode forty days and forty nigh 
where he was perpetually diſturbed and ai 
ſaulted with evil ſpirtis, in the midſt of wil 
beaſts, in a continual faſt, without eating, Wi 
or drinking water; and the angels minil 
tered unto him, being meſſengers of com 
fort, and ſuſtentation from his father, for 
the ſupport and ſervice of his humanity, 
and employed in reſiſting and diſcounts 

nancing the aſſaults. and hoſtilities of the 
ſpirits of darkneſs.- 

Whether the devils appeared in any 
horrid and affrighting ſhape, is not cer. 
tain; but it is more likely, that to a per. 
ſon of Chriſt's ſanctiiy, they would appear 
more angelical,he not being ts be affright- 
ed with ugly phantaſms, which abuſe the 
weak and imperfect conceptions of igno- 
rant people; by the way which ſatan the 
prince of devils took, was that at the ex- 
piration of forty days, Jeſus being hungry, 
he inggted him to cat bread of his own 
providing, which might refreſh his human- 
ity, and prove his divini:y, hoping that his 
hunger, and the deſire of convincing the 
deyil, might tempt him to eat before the 
time appointed: But Jeſus anſwered, 7 is 
writien,man ſhall not liue by bread-alone, but 
by every word that proceeds out of the mouth 
, God ; meaning, that in every word of 
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God, whether the commandment be gene- 
ral or ſpecial, as promiſe is eicher expreſt- 
ed or implied of the ſupply of all provi- 
ſions neceſlary for him that is doing the 
work of God, and that was the preſent caſe 
of jeſus, who was then doing his iather's 
work, and promoting our intereſt, and 
therefore was {ure to be provided for, and 
ſo we may likewiſe, when we are perform- 
ing our duty. 

The devil having failed in this aſſault, 
tries him again, requiring {till a demon- 
{tration of his being the {on of God: He 
ſets him upon the pinnacle of the temple, 
and invites him to throw himſelf down; 
ſaying, J thou be the ſon of God, caſt thyſelf 
from hence, for it is written, he all give 
the angels charge concerning thee, to keepthee, 
and in their hands they ſhall bear thee up, 
leſt at any time thou daſh thy foot againſt a 
ſtone. But tho' our ſaviour was ſecured 
of God's protection, yet he would not 
tempt God by requiring an extraordinary 
act of his providence, for his unnecellary _ 
preſervation. At length ſatan unites all 

his power of ſtratagem, and places the ho- 
ly Jeſus upon an exceeding high moun- 
tain, and by an angelical power, repre- 
ſents as in a map, all the kingdoms,glories, 
and beauties of this world, and aſſures Je- 
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ſus, that all this was put into his power to 

ive, and would beſtow it on him, if he 
would fall down and worſhip him: But 
our bleſſed redeemer being provoked 
and angry at his vile propoſal, and his 
impudent and blaſphemous demands, 
ſaid, Get thee hence, behind me, ſatan, 
or it is written, thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhall ye ſerve. 
The devil then leaveth him, and be- 
hold, angels came and minittered un- 
to bim, bringing him fuch things as his 
neceſinies required; after he had by a 
forty days faſt and abſtinence, left an ex- 
ample to his diſciples and followers, that 
faſting is neceſſary wo a contemplative lite, 
and for reſiſting and overcoming all temp. 
tations and allurements of the devil and- 
all our ſpiritual enemies. And we may 
obſerve, that poverty. predeſtination and 
ambition are the three quivers from which 
the devil drew his arrows, with which he 
thought to prevail againſt Chriſt, but our 
captain conquered him both for himſelf 
and us, whereby we may ſee our danger, 
and how we are provided with a remedy. 
againſt all temptations of the wicked one. 
Alfter the baptiſt by a ſign from heaven, 
was confirmed in ſpirit and underſtanding, 


that Jeſus was the Meſſias, he immediately - 


* 
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ublifhed to the Jews what God had mam- 
eſted to him, and firſt to the prieſts and 
Nerites, who ſent a mc{[enger from theSan- 
edrim, or great council at Jeruſalem to 
no who he was: John anſwered immedi- 
Wc, that himſolf was not the Chriſt, nor 
WE lias, nor that prophet whom they by a 
Wipecial tradition, did expect to be reveal- 
d they knew not when, and concernin 
bimſelf, he ſaid nothing poſitive, but that 
he was the voice of one crying in the wil- 
derneſs, make ſtraight the way of the Lord. 
his Lord was then amongit them, but 
not known, a perſon of great dignity, the 
latchet of whole ſhoes he was not worthy 
to unlooſe, or do the meaneſt office under 
him, who tho' coming after John, was to 
increaſe, but the baptiſt was to decreaſe, 
who did baptize with the Holy Ghoſt and 
with fire. | 

This was the .charafter of his perſonal 
prerogatives, but as vet no demonſtration 
was made of his perſon, till after the de- 
{cent of the Holy Ghoſt upon him, and 
wherever the baptiſt ſaw Jeſus, he points 
bim ont with his ſinger. Behold the lamb 
of God that taketh away the fin of theWorld ; 
This is he. Then he he we e e 
Simon Peter's brother, and to another dil- 
ciple with him, who both followed Jeſus, 
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and abode with him that night. Andrey 
brings his brother Simon with him, and 
Chriſt changes his name from Simon to 
Peter, or Cephas, which ſignifies a ſtone. 
Then Jelus himſelf finds out Philip of 
Bethſaida, and bid kim follow him, and 
Philip finds out Nathaniel, and calls him 
to ſee; thus like people that come out of 
darkneis, when they ſee the ſun, they call 
to their parents to be partakers of this new 
and ſtrange revelation. 
When Nathanicl was come to Jeſus, 
Chriſt ſaw his heart, and gave him a teſti- 
mony of being truly honeſt, and full of 
holy ſimplicity, an realite indeed, inshom 
is no guile ; and Nathanjel being overjoy- 
ed that he had found the Mefſias, believ- 
ing out of love, and loving by Treaſon of 
his joy, having no ſuſpicion of his perſon, 
and took his will, and the forwardneſs of 
his affection in ſuch good part, that he 
promiſed him greater things. And this 
gave occaſion to the firſt prophecy which 
was made bim: for Jeſus ſaid unto him, 
Becarſe I faid I faw thee under the fig-tree, 
elieveſt thou : thou ſhalt ſee greater things 
than theſe. And then prophecied, that he 
ſhould fee heaven opened, and the angels 
of God aſcending and deſcending upon 
the fon of man; but he being a Doctor of 
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5 Z he law, Chriſt did not chuſe him for one 
Þ 3 df his apo ſtles. 


About the ſame time there was a mar- 
age at Cana of Galilee, in the neighbour- 
hood o Chrifc's dwelling, where John the 
ec vangeliit is by ſome ſuppoſed, tho” with- 
out certainty, to be the bridegroom, 10 
wich Jeſus with his mother being invited, 
Ye went to do civility to the perſons eſ-— 
pouſed, and to honour the holy ordinance 
of marriage ; the perſons then married 
were thought to be but of indifferent for- 
tunes, richer in the love of theif neigh- 
bours, than in wealthy poſſeſſions, they 
had more company than wine, which the 
bleſſed virgin mother acquainted Jeſus 
with; who anſwered her, Woman, what 
have I to do with thee, mine hour ts not yet 
come : By this anſwer, intending no denial 
to his mother, but to ſigniſy he was not. 
yet entered into the period and years of 
miracles, and when he did, it muft not be 
for reſpe& of kindred or civil relations, 
but deriving his power from above, it 
mult be to ſerve that deſign which he had 
recervedincharge,togetherwiththatpower. 

And ſo his mother underſtood him, 
giving expreſs charge to the attendants; to 
do whatever he commanded ; [eſus there- 
fore bid them fill the water pots which 
G 
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ſtood there for the uſe of frequent waſk. 
ings, which the Jews uſed in all public; 
meetings, for fear of contracting legal po 
Jutions and impunities, wherein they ſeem. 
ed too ſuperſtitious, waſhing the very bed; 
and tables employed at their feaſts. The WM; 
ſervants filled them to the brim, and a 
they were commanded,drew out, and bare 
to the governor of the feaſt, who knew not 
of it, till the miracle grew publick, and 
the light ſhewed itſelf; for while they won. 
dered at the management of the feaſt, in 
keeping the beſt wine till the laſt, it grey 
apparent that he who was Lord of his 
creatures, could produce new qualities in 
that ſabjett, in which he chuſes to glorify 
his ſon. This beginning of miracles did 
Jeſus at Cana in Galilee. For all thoſe 
miracles.that the popiſh legends report to 
be done by Chriſt in bis infancy, and .n- 
terval of his younger years are apocryphal 
& ſpurious, promoted by the credulity of 
ſuch perſons, in whoſe hearts eaſineſs, fol- 
lv, and ſuperſtition are bound up; this 
firſt miracle manifeRed his glory, and his 
diſciples believed in him. | 
Immediately after this miracle, Jeſus 
abode a few days in; Capernaum ; but be- 
cauſe of the great feaſt of the paſſover, he 
aſcended to Jeruſalem, where he perform- 
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an act of holy zeal in behalf of the ho- 
Wor of the temple which divers merchanis - 
nd exchangers of money made their bank 
Wnd market, and brought beaſts thither to 
e {old for ſacrifice againſt the great pal- 
bal ſolemnmy, at the ſight of which our 
viour being moved with indignation, 
ade a whip of {mall cords, and drove the 
eeaſts out of the temple, overthrew the ac- 
ounting tables, and commanded them 
What ſold the doves, to take them from 
Whence. For his anger was holy, and 
WW hcrefore would not have the doves let fly 
Wo the detriment of the owners, ſaying 
Make not my father's houſe a houſe of mer- 
Wc andize, for it ſhall be called a houſe of pray- 
Wer to all nalions: And being required to 
Weive a ſign of his vocation, he only fore- 
old the reſurrection of his body after 3 
days, but expreſſed it in the metaphor of 
che temple, Deſtroy this temple & I will build 
Wt 1þ in three days; he ſpake of the temple 
of [cruſalem,and it was never rightly con- 
ſtrued till it was accompliſhed. 

At this publick convention or affembly 
of the Jewiſh nation, Jeſus did many mira- 
cles, publiſhed. himſelf to be the Methas, 
and gained many diſciples, among them 
was Nicodemus, a doctor of the law, and 
a ruler of the nation, he came by night to 
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Jeſus, and affirmed himſelf to be convinc. 
cd by the miracles which he had ſeen, for 
no man can do thoſe miracles which thou docſi, 
except God be with him. Jeſus then began 
to inſtruct him in the myſtery of regene. 
ration, ſaying, verily, verily, I fay unto thee, 
except a man be born again, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. This was ſtrange 
philoſophy to Nicodemus, but Jeſus bid 
him not to wonder, for this is not a work 
of humanity, but a fruit of God s ſpirit, for 
the ſpirit bloweth where it liſtech, like the 
wind, which is apparent in its effects, but 
{ecret in the cauſes and produttion there-' 
of. Chriſt chen ſays there are higher things 
and more myſterious ior him to apprehend 
and bcheve ; tells his own deicent from 
heaven, foretells his death and aſcenſion, 
and the ble ſſing of redemption which he 
came to work. for mankind, preaches of 
the love of the father, the miſſion of the 
ſon, the rewards, of faith, and the glories 
of eternity: He upbraids the unbelieving 
and impenitent, and declares the differ- 
ence of an holy and corrupt conſcience, 
the ſhame and fear of the one, the confi- 
dence and ſeverity of the other, and this 
was the ſum of his ſermon to Nicodemus, 
which was the fulleſt of myſtery of any 
that ever. he made, except that immedi · 
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ately before his paſſion ; all his other ſer- 
mons being more praftical. 

From Jeruſalem Jeſus goeth into the 
country of Judea, attended by divers dil- 
ciples, whole underſtanding were brought 
into ſubjection & obedience to him, upon 
confidence of the divinity of his miracles. 
There the diſciples received all that came 
and baptized them, as John at the ſame 
time did, and by that ceremony admitted 
them into the chriſtian diſcipline and in- 
ſtitution, according to the cuſtoms of the 
doQtors & great prophets among the Jews, 
who baptizing their ſcholars was the ce- 
remony of their-admiſhon. And now the 
time was come that Chriſt muſt incr-ale, 
and the baptiſt ſuffer-diminution,forChrilt 
came from above, and was above all, and 
the ſum of his doctrine was, that which he 
had ſeen and heard from the father,whom 
God ſent to that purpoſe ; to whom God 
had ſet his ſea} that it was true; who ſpake 
the words ef God, whom the father lov- 
ed; to whom he gave the. ſpirit without 
meaſure, and into whoſe hands God had 
delivered all things; this was he whoſe tel- 
timony the world received not; and that 
they might know not only what perſon hey 
fhghted, but how great ſalvation they alſo 
reglected ; Jonn lums vp all his ſermons, 
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and finiſhes his miniſtry with this faying, 
He that believeth on the ſon hath everlaſting 
life, and he that believeth not the fon, ſhalb 
not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
Aim. 

And now the baptiſt had fulfilled the of 
fice of bearing witneſs unto Jeſus, God 


was pleaſed to give him his writ of eaſe, 


and beſtowed on him his reward upon this 
occaſhon : John who had learnt to deſpiſe 
the world, and all the flatteries and imper- 


tinencies thereof, did bis duty juſtly, and 
vithout reſpett of perſons, &ashe reproved 


the people for their crimes and immorali- 


ties, ſo he ſpared not Herod the ſecond, 


then king of Judea, but told him plainly in 


his — that it was not lawful for him 


to marry Herodias, his brother Philip's 
wiſe : for this ſermon he felt the venomous 
fury of an enraged woman, and was caſt 
inio priſon, and about a year after, was ſa- 
crificed to the ſcorn and pride of a laſci- 


vious mother, and her immodeſt daughter, 
being at che end of the ſecond year of 
Chriſt's preaching, beheaded by Herod's 


command, who would not retradt his oath, 


becauſe of his honour, and a raſh vow.he 


made in the midſt of his jolny and compla- 
cencies of his riotous dancings : His head 
was brought, up in a diſn, and made a feſti- 
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val preſent to the young girl, who gave it- 
to her mother, by whole advice ſhe deman- 

ded the murdering. of him, a barbariſm 
before unknown in that country. 


But the judgments of God, which ſleep 


not long, ſoon. overtook. Herod for hav- 
ing turnedaway his wife, who was the daugh-- 


ter of Aretus a king of Arabia Petræa, to 


obtain_FHerodias, he provoked her father 
to commence war with Herod, who accor- 
dingly-deteated his whole army, and for- 


ced him to an inglorious flight, which the 
J-ws generally believed to be a judgment 


on him for his unworthy & villainous ex- 


ecution of John the baptiſt, God in bis- 


wiſdom and ſeverity making one fin to be 


the puniſhment of another. and neither of- 
them both to paſs without a ſignature of a. 
curſe ; and Nicephorus reports, that this 
dancingdaughter of Herodias paſſing over 


a frozen lake, the ice broke, 'and ſhe fell 


up to her neck in water, and her head was 
parted from her body by the violence of 


the fragments,and fo periſhed, divine pro- 
vidence cauſing the judgment to be a re- 


preſentation of her fin : Herodias herſelf, 


with the adulterousParamour Herod were 
baniſhed to Lyons in France, by decree 


of the Roman ſenate, where they lived: 


inglorioufly, and died miſerably ! It is re- 
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where in the heat of day, and wearineſs of 


corded, that when her daughter Salome 
brought the baptiſt's head to her, ſhe thruſt 
the tongue through with a needle, in re- 
venge Be what it had uttered againſt her; 
but ſhe herſelf paid the charges of her tri. 
umph. 

When Jeſus had heard that John was 
caſt into priſon, and that the Phariſees 
were envious againſt himſelf, for the great 
multitude of people that reſorted to his 
baptiſm, which he miniſtered, not in his 
own perſon, but by the deputation of his 
diſciples, they finiſhing the miniſtration 
which himſelf began, {who, as one of the 
ancients reports) baptized the bleſſed vir- 
gin his mothei, and Peter only; and Peter 
baptized Andrew, James,-and John, and 
the others, he left ſudea and came toGa)- 
ilee, paſſing nearSychar, a city of Samaria; 


1 


his journey, he ſat down at the fide of Ja- 
cob's well; whither, when his diſciples were 
gone to buy meat,aSamaritan woman com. 
eth to draw water, of -whom Jeſus aſketh 
ſome to cool and refreſh himſelf. Littte 
knew the woman theexcellency of the per- 
fon that aſked ſo ſmall a charity, neither 
had ſhe Jearnt that a cup of cold water giv- 


en to a diſciple ſhould be rewarded, and 


much rather ſuch a preſent to the Lord 


Fl 
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himſelf, but proſecuted the ſpite of her na- 
tion. and inſtead of waſhing Jeſus' feet, 
and giving him drink, demanded of him, 
why he, being a Jew, ſhould aſk water of 
a Samatitan, for the Jews have no dealings 
with the Samaritans. 9 8 

The ground of the quarrel was this: in 
the ſixth year of Hezekiah Salmanaſar, 
king of Affyria, plundered Samaria, tranſ- 
ported the Iſraelites to Aﬀfyria, and plant- 
ed an Aſſyrian colony in the town and. 
country, who by divine vengeance, were 
deſtroyed by lions, which no power of 


man could reſtrain or leffen : The king of 


Aſſyria thought the ca..ſe was their not 
ſervingGod according to the rites of Mo- 
ſes' law ; and.therefore ſent a Jewiſh cap- 
tive prieſt to inſtrud the remaining inhab- 
itants in the ſewiſh religion; who 75 learn- 
ed and prattiled it, that they ſtill retained- 
the ſuperſtitious heathen rites, till Manaſ- 


ſes, the brother of Jaddi the high-prieſt of 


Jeruſalem married the daughter of Sam- 
ellet, who was the governor under king 
Darius; Manaſſes being reproved for 
marry ing a ſtranger, the daughter of an 


uncircumciſed Gentile, and admoniſhed- 


to diſmiſs her, flies to Samaria, perſuades 
his father in law to build a temple on 
mount Gerizim, introduces the. rites. ot. 
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daily ſacrifice, and makes hi aſelf high- 
prieſt. and began to pretend to be the true 
fucceſior of Aaron, and commences a 
ſchiſm, in the time of Alexander the 
great. From whence the queſtion of re- 
ligion grew ſo high, that it begat diſaf. 
fe ction, anger, animofities, quarrels, blood- 
ſhed and murder, not only in Pala tine, 
but wherever a Jew and a Samaritan had: 
the ill fortune to meet; ſuch being the na- 
ture of men, that they think it the greateſt 


injury in the world when other men are 
not of their opinion; and that they pleaſe 
God moſt, when they are moſt furiouſly 


zealous; and no zcal better-to be expreſl- 


ed, than by hating all thoſe whom they 


are pleaſed to think God hates. 


This ſchiſm was perſecuted with the 
_ greateſt ſpite that ever any was; becauſe 


both parties were much given to ſuperſti- 
tion, and this was promoted by the conſti- 
tution of their, religion, conſiſting much in 
externals and ceremonies, without their 
improving them to any moral or ſpiritual 
ſenſe, or to charity, and therefore the 
Jews called the Samaritans accuried ; a- 
gain, the Samaritans at the paſchal folem- 
nity would at midnight, when the Jew's 
temple was open, ſcatter dea mens bones 
to prophane and dehile the place, and both 


ſ 
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would fight, & eternally diſpute the queſ- 
tion; ſometimes referring it to an arbitra- 
tor, and then che conquered ſide would 
decline the arbitraiton after ſentence, which 
they did at Alexandria before Piolomeus 
Philometer, and Andronicus by a moving 
oration, procured ſentenee again't Theo- 
doſi1is and Sabbæus the Samaritan advo- 
cates, the ſentence was given for Jeruſa- 
lem,and the ſchiſm increaſed and continu— 
ed till the time of our ſaviour's conference 
with this woman. 

And it was ſoimplanted &fixed into their 
underſtandings, that when this woman per- 
ceived Jeſus to be a prophet,ſhe undertook 
a queſtion with him : Our fathers worſhip- 


ped in this mountain, and ye ſay Feruſalem as 


the place where men ought to worſhip. Our 
ſaviour knew the ſchiſm was great enough 
already, and was not willing to make the 


breach wider, and though he gave teſti- 


mony of the truth, that ſalvation is of the 
Jews, and we know what we worſhip, ye 
do not; yet becauſe the occaſion of this 
queſtion was ſhortly to be removed, Jefus 
takes this occaſion to preach the goſpel, 


and to reconcile before hand, the dila- 


greeing intereſts, and ſettle a revelation to 
be verified for ever, that neither here nor 
there by way of confinement, nor in one 
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country more than another, but wherever 
any man ſhall call upon God in ſpirit and 
truth, there he ſhall be heard. 

The holy ſeſus then tells her of living 
water, of eternal ſatisfactions, of never 
thirſting again, of her own perſonal con. 


dition, as to her marriages; and declare; 


himſelf to be the Meſſias; and then was 
interrupted by the coming of his diſciples, 
who wondered to fee him talking with 2 
woman; but ſne beihg full of joy andwon- 
der, left her water pot, and ran into 
the city, to publiſh the Meſſias; and 
immediately all the city came out to 
ſee ; and many believed on him, upon the 
teſtimony of the woman, and more when 
they heard his own diſcourſes ; they invi. 
ted him' to the town, and received him 
with kindneſs & hoſpitality for two days 
after which he deparicd to his own town 
Galilee; where he was entertained with 


reſpect, becauſe of the miracles which thc 


Galileans ſaw done by him at the fealt, 
and being at Cana where he wrought 
the firſt miracle, a noble perſon (a little 


king or ruler) came to Jeſus with much 
reverence, and importunity, deſiring 


that he would immediately come down to 
his houſe, to heal his ſon who was at tne 
point of death. Jeſus who did not work 
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miracles by natural means, cured the 
child at diſtance, and diſmiſſed the prince, 
telling him his ſon lived, & by the account 
of his ſervants, he found that the child re- 
vived at the ſame time when theſe heal- 
ing words were ſpoken by Jeſus, upon 
which he and all his houſe became Chriſt's 
diſcipies. 

Our ſaviour then left Nazareth and 
came to Capernaum, a maritime town of 
great reſort chuſing that for his ſcene of 
preaching, & place of dwelling. For now 
the time was fullfilled, the office ofthe bap- 
uſt was expired, and the kingdom of God 
was at hand, he therefore preached the ſum 
of the goſpel, faith and repentance, repent 
and believe the goſpel. and what that goſ- 
pel was, the ſum and ſubſtance. of all his 
ſermons afterward declared. Jeſus now 
law it convenient to chufe diſciples to his 
miniſtry and ſervice in the work of preach- 
ing; and to be witneſſes of that he ſhould 
ſay, do, orteach for ends which were after- 
wards made publick; Jeſus therefore as 
he walked by the ſea of Galilee, called 
Simon and Andrew, who knew him before 
by the preachingof John,and now left their 
ſhip & their nets & followed him. When 
he was gone a liule farther, he calls two 
ſons of Zebedee, James and John, and 

H | 
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they went aſter him. And with this fa. 
mily he goes up and down the whole Gal. 
ilee preaching the goſpel of the kingdom, 
healing all manner of diſeaſes, curing 
demoniaks clcanfing lepers and givin 
{trengthto thoſe thathad the palſy; and lame 
perions. | 

But when the people preſſed on him to 
hear the word of God, he ſtood by the lake 
of Genaſaret, and preſently entering intoS1- 
mon s ſhip.commanded him to launch into 
the deep, & from thence he taught the peo- 
ple, and there wrought a miracle. For be- 
ing Lord of the creatures, he commanded 
the fiſhes of the ſea, and they obeyed; 
for when Simon who had fiſhed all night 
in vain let down his net at the command 
of Jeſus, he incloſed ſo great a number of 
fiſhes, that the net brake, and the ſiſher- 
men were amazed and ſurprized at fo 
great a draught; by which miracle it was 
intended that a repreſentation ſhould be 
made of the church of Chriſt, and the 
multitudes of believers, who ſhould be ta- 
ken by Simon and the other diſciples who 
were hereby conſigned to be fiſhers of 
men, and by their holy . doQtrines ſhould 
gain ſouls to God, and that when the net 
faould be drawn to ſhore, and ſeparation 
be made at the day of judgment by the 
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angels, they and their diſciples ſhould en- 
ter into the joy of the Lord, and the wick- 
ed receive the portion of reprobates. And 
now the fame of ſeſus went into all Syria, 
and there came to him multitudes from 
Galilee, Decapolis, [eruſalem and Judea; 
and all that had any fick with divers dif- 
eaſes, brought them to him, and he laid 
his hands on every one of them, and heal. 
ed them ; and when he cured the lunaticks, 
and perſons poſſeſſed with evil ſpirits, the 
Devil cried out and confeſſed him to be 
Chriſt, the ſon of God, .but he ſuffered 
them not : chooſing rather to work faith 
in his diſciples by moral arguments and 
demonſtrations of the ſpirit, than by the 
forced teſtimony of accurſed and unwill- 
ing ſpirits. 

When Jeſus ſaw his aſfembly full, and 
bis audience numerous, he went up into 
a mountain, and when his diſciples came 
to him, he made that admirable ſermon, 
called, the ſermon upon the mount ; which 
is a divine compendium of ſuch excellent 
truths, and contains a breviary of thoſe 
moral precepts given by Moſes, and en- 
larging their obligation by a ftrifter ſenſe, 
and more ſevere expoſition ; that their 
righteouſneſs ought to exceed the righte- 
ouſneſs of the Scribes and PFharilees, 


88 LIFE OF CHRIST. 


preaches perfection, and the doctrines of 
mecknels, and poverty of ſpirit, chriſtian 
mourning, deſire of holy things, mercy 
and purity, peace and ſuffering i injuries : 
affixing a ſpecial promile of bleſſing to be 
the inheritance of thoſe who are endued 
with thete ſpiritual graces and excellen- 
cies, he explains ſome parts of the ten com- 
mandments, and adds precepts of his own, 
He teaches his diſciples to pray, how to 
falt, how to give alms : contempt of the 
world, not to judge others, forgiving inju- 
ries; againſt covetouſneſs and worldly 
love; of brotherly reproof, of the ſtraight 
gate, and narrow way; of falſe prophets ; 
againit hypocriſy ; concluding with an ex- 
hortation to.. true piety ; and that men 
ihould fee the kingdom of heaven, and 
the righteouſneſs thereof, 

When Jefus came down from the moun- 
tain, having ended his ſermon, a poor le- 
proas man came and worſhipped him, and 
begged to be cleanſed, which Jeſus ſoon 
granted ; engaged him not to publiſh it 
when he ſhould go abroad; but ſent him 
to the prieſſ, to offer the gilt according 
to the law of Moſes: he then came to Ca- 
pernaum, and taught in their ſynagogues 
upon the fabbath day, where in his ſer- 


mons he exprefled the dignity. of a pro- 
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phet and the authorityof a perſon ſent from 
God, there he cures one poſſeſs'd with an 
evil ſpirit, and afterward the mother of Si- 
mon of a fever, and multitudes beſettin 
Simon's houſe, he cured them all, and re- 
tired very early in the morning to a def. 
art place, that he might have an opportu- 
nity to pray without being diſturbed with 
the noiſe of the people ; yet neither could 
he be ſo hid, for the multitude found him 
out by their diligent attendances of him, 
but Jeſus told them plainly,he muſt preach 
the goſpel to other cities alſo, and there- 
fore reſolved to paſs to the other ſide of 
the lake of Genaſareth, whither while he 
was going, a Scribe offered himſelf to be 
his diſciple, and that he would go with him 
where ſoever he went; but Chriſt told him 
his condition was worſe than the foxes or 
the birds of the air, who had habitations 
provided, but he had none; no not a place 
to lay his head, and find reſt; but what 
became of this forward profeſſor afterward 
we know not. Others Jeſus bound to a 
ſpeedy profeſſion, not ſuffering one to go 
home to bid his friends farewell, and ano- 
ther not ſu much as to bury his dead. 

By that time Jeſus was got into the ſhip 
it was late, and he ſo heavy to ſleep, that the 
violent ſtorm which happened could not 

| | H . 
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awake him, till the ſhip being almoſt cov. 
ered with the waves, and in danger of be- 
ing ſunk. The diſciples then awaked him, 


ſaying, maſter, careſt thou not that we 


periſh, and immediately there was a great 
calm, and they preſently arrived in the 
land of the Gadarenes, near the city of 
Gadara, where there were many ſepul. 
chres-in the hollowneſs of the rocks, in 
which the dead were buricd, where many 
ſuperſtitious perſons uſed to invocate evil 
lpirits; inſomuch, that at the inſtant of 
our {aviour's arrival in the country, there 
met him two poſllefſed with devils from 
thole tombs, exceeding fierce, and had ſo 
been a long time, inſomuch that no man 
durſt pals that way: Jeſus commanded the 

evils out of the poſſeſſed perſons, but there 
were certain men feeding ſwine, which 
tho' extremely abominated by the Jewiſh 
religion, yet for the uſe of the Roman ar- 
mies, and quartering of ſoldiers, they were 
permitted, and divers privileges granted 
to the maſters of ſuch herds; he gave them 
leave, and the ſwine ran violently down 
a ſteep place, into the hot-baths, which 
were at the foot ofthe hill op which Ga- 
dara was built and periſhed in the waters, 


The accident ſo troubled the inhabitants, 


that they came and intreated Jeſus to de- 
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part out of the coaſts; ſo leaving Galilee 
of the Gentiles, he came to the leſſer Gal- 
ilee, and while he was fitting in an houſe 


which was ſurrounded with multitudes of. 


people, a man ſick of the palſy was brought 
thither to be cured; and they were feign. 
to untile the houſe and let him down in 
his bed with cords in the midſt before je- 
ſus, who was confering with his doctors: 
When Chriſt: ſaw their faith, he ſaid, man 
thy ſins are forgiven thee: At which ſay- 
ing the Phariſees being troubled, thinking 


it to be blaſphemy, and that none but 


God could forgive ſins; Jeſus to verify 
his pardon, gave them a palpable demon- 
{tration of it; for the Jews did believe, 
that all afflictions were puniſhment for fin, 
and therefore they ſaid in another caſe, 
Who ſinned, this man or his father that he 


was born blind? And that removing of the 


puniſhment, was forgiving of the fin, and 
thereiore Jeſus to prove that his fins were 
forgiven him, removed that which they 


ſuppoſed to be the effect of his fin ; and 


by curing the palſy prevented their further 
murmur about his pardon, ſaying that ye 


might know the ſon of man hath power on 


earth to forgive fins : he faith to the fick 
of the pally, Ariſe, take up thy bed and wall; 


and the man aroſe, and was healed, and 


glorified God, 
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A while after Jeſus went again toward 
the ſea, and on his way ſeeing Matthey 
the Publican ſitting at the receipt of cul. 
tom, he bid him follow him; Matthew firſt 
feaſted Tefus, and then he became his diſ. 
ciple ; but the Phariſees that were with 
him,began to be concerned that he eat with 
Publicans and ſinners : For the office of 
the Publicans, tho' amongſt the Romans it 
was honeſt and of great account, and the 
flower of the Roman Knights, the orna- 
ment of the city, the ſecurity of the com- 
mon-wealth, was aceounted to conſiſt in 
the ſociety of the Publicans : yet among 
both the Jews and Greeks, the name was 
odious, and the perſons were accurſed, 
not only becauſe the chief of them were 
ſtrangers, but becauſe the Jews eſpecially 
ſtood upon the charter of their nation, and 
the privilege. of their religion, that none 
of them ſhould pay tribute, and alſo be- 
cauſe they were very unjuſt and great op- 
preſſors, having a power unlimited, and 

 covetouſneſs as greedy as the grave. But 

Jeſus gave ſuch: an account of. the reaſon 
of his converſing with them, becauſe they 
were ſinners, that it was as, if a phyſician 
mould be removed for having ſo much to 
do with ſuch perſons, for therefore was he 
ſent, not to call the righteous but finners 


LIFE OF CHRIST. 93 


o repentance, to advance the reputation 
of mercy. above the rites of the cere moni- 
4 law. 

When Jeſus was diſcourſing with the 
Phariſees, Jairus, a ruler of the ſynagogue 
came to him, deſiring he would help his 
daughter who lay a dying. As he was going 
zo the houſe, a woman met him who had 
heen diſeaſed with an iſſue of blood 12 
years, without hope of remedy, from art 
or nature ; upon the confident perſuaſions. 
of an holy faith, ſhe runs to him, thinking 
that if ſhe could but touch the hem of his 
garment, ſhe ſhould be whole; and ac- 
cordingly upon the touch, the fountain of 
her blood was dried up. and ſhe felt in her 
body that ſhe was healed of that plague. 
St. Ambroſe ſays, that this woman was 
Martha, yet-it was not likely that ſhe was 
a Jew, but a Gentile, becauſe of that re- 
wrn which ſhe made in memory of her 

cure and the honour of Jeſus, according 
to the Gentile rites. For Euſebius reports 
that himſelf ſaw at Ceſarea Philippi, a ſta- 
te of braſs, repreſenting a woman kneel- 
ing at the feet of a goodly perlonage, who 
held his. hand out to her, in a poſture of 
granting her requeſt, and doing favour to 
her; and the inhabitants ſaid it was erett- 
ed. by the care and coſt. of this woman... 


funeral noiſes for the death ef Jairus's 
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and that at the pedeſtal of this ſtatue x 
plant did grow, which. was. medicinal in 
the diſeaſe ſhe was cured of, and many 
others. This ſtory ſeems not well ground. 
ed, ſince two cvangelifts affirm, that ſhe 
had ſpent all. her ſubſtance upon phyfi. 
cians; and was therefore uncapable of 
being at {o much charge; neither would 
the heathen princes have fuftered to ſtand 
fo many years, who ſtridly fearched all 
places; to diſcover, and demoliſh all mon- 
uments of chriſtianity ; and therefore pro- 
bably theſe figures which Euſebius ſaw, 
were erected upon ſome heathen ſtory or 
ceremony, and by the chriſtians in after 
ages, confidenily applied to the preſent hik 
tory of this. woman. 

When Jeſus was come to the ruler's 
bouſe, he found the minſtrels making their 


daughter, of which his ſervants had ac- 
quainted him, yet Jeſus turned out the 
minſtrels, and entered with the parents of 
the child into her chamber, and takin 

her by the hand, he called her, and a- 
wakened her from the ſleep of death, and 
commanded them to give her meat to eat, 
and enjoined them not to publiſh the mi- 
racle ; but the more Jeſus endeavoured 
bot to be popular, and to ſuppreſs the noiſ- 
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and reports of his ads, the more the 

ere diſcouried of and publiſhed about 
he country. As he came from Jairus's 
oufe,he cured two blind men, upon their 
zetition and confoſſion, that they did be- 
jere in him. And caſt out a dumb devil 
ſo much to the wonder and amazement of 
he people, that the Phariſees could hold 
no longer, being ready to burſt with fury, 
and ſaid, he caſt out devils by the help 
f the devils. Their malice being con- 
tradictory and unrcalonable, as if the de- 
il ſhould contrive the deſtrutiion of his 
wn kingdom. This was the firſt erup- 
tion of -their rage, for all the Jaſt year, 
which was the firſt of Feſus' preach- 
Ing, all was quiet, neither the Jews nor 
the Samaritans, nor the Galileans did ma- 
lign his doQrine or perſon, but he preach- 
ed with much peace on all hands, for this 


ed in his piediction, the accepted year of 
the Lord. 
The firſt year of Jeſus, which was a 


being expired, there was a feaſt of the 
Jews, and Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem, 
this feaſt was the ſecond paſſover to be 
kept after he began to preach ; not the 
teaſt of Pentecoſt. or tabernacles, both 


was the year which the prophet I ſaiah call- 


year of peace and undiſturbed preaching, . 


\ 
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which were paſſed before Jeſus came H hi 
from Judea, whither when he was no co 
come, he finds an impotent perſon lying da 
the pool of Bethſada, waiting till the angel th 
ſhould move the waters, aſter which who WW pe 
ſoever firſt ſtepped in, was cured of hi 
infirmity. The poor man had waited n. 
years, & ſtill was prevented by ſome othei ti 
that needed a phyſician ; but Jeſus ſeeig n 
him, had pity on him, cured him, and hid 
him take up his bed and walk; this cure 
happened to be wrought upon the ſabbath, 
at which the Jews were ſo moved with in 
dignation, that they thought to ſlay him 
and their danger was the more outrageou 
by his calling himſelf the ſon of God, and 
making himſelf equal with God, upor 
which occaſion ſeſus diſcourſes on his mil: 
ſion, and authority from the father, and 
the union which was between them ; and 
preaches life and ſalvation. to them that 
believe in him; propheſies of the reſur: 
rection of the dead, by the efficacy of the 
voice of the ſon of God; ſpake of the day 
of Judgment, and the differing condition 
of the righteous and the wicked ; confirms 
his words and miſſion by the teſtimony ol 
John the Baptiſt, Moſes and other fſcnp- 
tures, 


But ſtill the ſcandal riſes higher againſt 


- LIFE OF CHRIST. 97 


him, for the diſciples going through the 
corn-fields, puil ripe ears on the ſabbath 
day, and rubbing them in their hands, eat 
them to ſatisfy their hunger, for which 
he endeavoured to convince the Jews, 
who were highly offended,” that works of 
neceſſity and mercy are to be done at all 
times, notwithſtanding any poſitive com- 
mand to the contrary, and the belt ſerving 
of God upon any day whatſoever, or any 
part of the day, that is vacant from other 
offices, and proper for a religious feſtival. 
But when neither reaſon nor religion would 
latisfy them, but that they went about to 
kill him, he withdrew from Jeruſalem, and 
returned from Galilee, whither the Scribes 
and Phariſees followed him, ſtrictiy obſer- 
ving whether he would again perform an 
act of mercy upon the ſabbath day, which 
yet he {till reſolved to do, for entering in- 
to one of the ſynagogues, he faw a la- 
bouring man with a withered hand, who 
deſired help of him, that he might again 
be reſtored to the ule of his hands, leſt he 
{hould be compelled with mifery & ſhame 
to beg his bread. Jeſus reftor'd his hand 
as whole as the other, in the midſt of all 
thoſe ſpies and enemies; upon which act, 
being confirmed in their malice, the Pha- 
rilees went forth, and joined with the He 
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rodians (a ſect of people who ſaid Herod 
was the Meſſias, becauſe when the ſcepter 
departed from Judah, he was decland 
king) and both together took council hoy 
they might. kill him. Jeſus. therefore a- 
po departed to the ſea coaſt, and as his 
ame, ſo his company increaſed; for he 
was now followed by new multitudes from 
Galilee, from Judea, from Jeruſalem, 
from Idymea, from beyond Jordan, and 
from. about Tyre and Sidon.; who, hear. 
ing the report of his miraculous power to 
cure all diſeaſes by the. word of his mouth, 
or the touch of bis band, or the handling 
of his garment, came with. a whole 2 i- 


98 


tal of:{ick, poſſeſſed, and all other diſeaty 
and were all immediately cured ; the dey- 
ils — publicly, that. he was the ſon 


of God, till they were all, upon fuch oc- 
L reſtrained and .compelled to fi- 
,cCNCC 
Jeſus having new commanged a ſhjp 
6 be in readineſs againſt the preſſures 4 
the multitude, went up. into a mountain to 
pray, and continved in prayer all night, 
and the next day choſe out of the number 
of bis diſciples twelve to be apoſtles, 
namely Simon, Peter, and Andrew, James 
the John, the ſons of thunder, Philip and 
Bartholomew, Matthew and Thowss, 


' . 
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James the ſon of Alpheus, and Simon the 
zealot, Judas the brother of James, and 
Judas Iſcariot. With theſe deſcending 
from the mountain to the plain; he inſttucts 
his apoſtles in the doctrine ofthe kingdom, 
for now becauſe he ſaw Iſrael ſcattered 
like ſheep, baving no ſhephard, he propol- 
ed to ſend theſe abroad to preach repent- 
ance, aul that his kingdom was at hand. 
and gave them alſo particular inſtructions 
tor their journey; fot Jeſus ſent them out 
two by two, giving them power over all 
unclean ſpirits, and to heal all manner of 
ſickneſs and diſeaſes; telling them they 
were the light, and the eyes, and the ſalt. 
of the world; ſo intimating their duty to 
be diligent, holy & uncorrupt, givingthem 
in charge, to preach the goſpel, to diſpenſe 
their power and miracles freely as they 
had received it; to anoint the ſick perſons 
with oil, not to enter into any Samaritan 
town, but to to go rather to the loſt ſheep of 
the houſe of Iſtael; to ide nothing 
for I but to depend upon the 
— _— of the new converts; he 
perſecution; gives them 
leave to fly 1 city to another, pre- 
miſes 9 the «ſtance of his ſpirit, en- 
courages then by-tis own e xample of long 
ring; by inſtances of — web4- : 
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vidence, expreſſed even to creatures of the 
ſmalleſt value, and by promiſe of great re- 
wards, to the valiant confeſſion of his 
name ; and promiſes great retributions, 
not only to them who loſe any thing of 
value, for the fake of Jeſus, but to thoſe 
that did beſtaw but a cup. of cold water 
upon a thirſty diſeiple, And with theſe 
inſtructions. they departed to preach to the 
cities, Jeſus thenreturning to Capernaum, 
received the addrefs of a faithtul centuri- 
an, of- a legion, (called, the iron legion, 
which uſually quartered in Judea) in be- 
half of his ftervant whom he loved, who 
was grievouſly afflicted with the pally, and 
healed him as a reward and honor to 
his maſter's faith. And from hence going 
to the city Nain, he raiſech to life the only 
ſag of a widow, whom: the mourners fol- 
lowed in the ſtreet, bearing the corpſe with 
lamentatlons to the grave. Vpon the fame 
ol theſe, und diverꝭ ther mümcles, John 
the Baptiſt who was ſtill in priſon (for lie 
was not put to death until the latter end 
him, enquiting if Jeſus Was he that hou! 
come, on ſhould we lo for another. Io 
hom: Jeſus returned no poſitive anſwer, 
but a demonſtration from the nature of 
the ching. and the glory; of the muracles, 
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ain return to John, and tell him what 
yon ſee, for the deat hear, the blind ſee, 
the lame walk, the dead are raiſed, and 
the lepers are cleanſed, and to the poor 
the goſpel is preached, which were the diſ- 
tingutſhing characters of the Meſſias, ac- 
cording: to the predictions of the holy 
prophiets. v 

When John's diſciples were gone with - 
this anſwer, Jeſus began to diſcourſe of 
the authority and holineſs of John's per- 
ſon, the greatneſs of his office, and the 
divinity of his commiſſion, ſaying, that he 
was greater than a prophet, a burning and 
ſhining light, the Hias that was to come; 
and the cohſummation or ending of the 
old prophets ; adding withal, that the per- 
vetſenels of that age was moſt unaccount- 
able in the entertainment of bimſelf and 
the Baptiſt; ſince John who came thither 
eating and drinking, that by his auſterity 
and mor tified deportment he might engage 
the judgments and affections of the peo—ꝛ 
ple, nor Jeſus who came both eating and 
drinking, that by an affable life, framed 
to the compliance and common uſe of 
men, he. might ſweetly inſinuate into the 
minds of the- multitude, yet neither of 
them could obtain belief amongſt them; 
they ann every thing, and no- 
* 4 _ We 
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thing could. pleaſe them, but wiſdom and 

„ OR is juſtified of all her chil- 
„ Wont 

Jeſus then proceeds to a ſevere repre- 


henſienof Capernaum, Chorazinand Beth- 


{aida, for their pertinacious obſtinacy in 
their ſins and infidelity, in defiance of all 


the mighty works which he had wrought- 
amongſt them. However, Jeſus glorified 


God for the magnifying of his mercy, that 
thoſe things which were hid from the wiſe, 
mighty and noble, who were not fit ſub- 
jects, for the ſimplicity of the golpeh were 


revealed to babes, and concludes his ſer- 
mon with an invitation to all weary and 
diſconſolate perſons, loaded with a ſenſe 


of their ſin and miſery, to come to him, 
promiſing eaſe to their burden, and re- 
freſhment to their wea incis, and to change 
their heavy preſſures into an ecafy yoke, 
and a light burden. f der 


When Jeſus bad ended his ſermon, one 


of the Phariſees, named Simon, invited 


bim to cat with him; into whoſe houſe. 


when he was entered, a certain woman 


C 
a 
ki 
2 
E 
0 
| 


— D 


that was a finner, abiding there in the ci- 


ty, heard of it, her name was Mary, ſhe 
had» been married (ſays the primitive 


writers) to a noble perſonage, a native & 


— - . 


. 


the ton and caſtleoi Magdal, ftromwhens 


„ 
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ſhe had her name of Magdalen, though 
ſhe herſelf was born in Bethany ; a widow 
ſhe was, and prompted by her wealth, li- 
berty and youth, to lead an intemperate 
life, and too tree in her entertainments.— 
She came to Jeſus in the Phariſee's houſe, 
not as the ſtaring multitude, to glut her 
eyes with the fight- of a miraculous and 


glorious perſon, nor as the centurion, or 


the Syrophænician, or the ruler of the ſyn- 
agogue, for the cure of her ſickneſs, or in 
behalf of her friend or child, or ſervant, 
but the who is the only example of her fo 
coming, approaching him with remorſe. 


and regret for her ſins ; ſhe came to Jeſus 


to lay her burden at his feet, and to preſent 
him with a broken heart, and a weeping 
eye, with great affection, and a box of pre- 
cious ointment (called Nard piſtic) falu- 
tary and excellent, ſhe came trembling, 
and' fell down before him weeping for'her 
tins, pouring out a flood great enough to 
walh the feet of the bleſſed Jeſus, and wi- 
ping them with the hairs of her head, after 
which ſhe, broke the box, and anointed - 
his feet with the ointment, which expreſſ- 
ed io great an ecſtacy of: love, forrew 
and adoration, that it was thought by Ju- 
das an unncceſſary profuſion, and was a 
preſcat tor: a prince; an alabaſter box 
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of nard piſtic being ſent as a rarity from 
Cambyles to the king of Ethiopia, 

Simon obſerving this finner to expreſs 
ſuch religion and veneration to Jeſus, he 
thought within himſelf, this is no prophet; 
that did not know her to be a ſinner, or no 
juſt perfon that would ſuffer her to touch 
Lim, for though the Jews' religion did per- 
mit harlots of their own nation to live, 
and enjoy the Jewiſh privileges, fave that 
their offerings were refuted ; yet the Pha- 
riſces who pretended to a greater degree 

of ſanity than others, would not admit 
them to civil uſages, or the benefits of or- 
dinary ſociety, and thought religion itſelf, 
and the honor of a prophet was concern- 
ed in this fort of preciſeneſs; and there- 
fore Simon made an objeftion within 
himſelf. But Jefus knowing his thoughts 
as well as words, made an apology for her 
in the parable of the two debtors, a great- 
et and à leſſer, concluding that they would 
love their mereiful creditor, * 
to his mercy and forgiveneſs, and this was 
the caſe of Mary Magdelen, to whom be- 
uſe mach was forgiven, ſhe loved much, 
and expreſſed it in ſuch large characters, 
that the Phariſee might obſerve the vaſt 
difference between his own” common en- 
tertainment, compared with her maꝑniſi- 
cence, penitence and charity. | 


ec 
ot 


h 
V 
1 
b 
I 


n 
| 
f 
| 
| 


| 
| 


2 — ez.” I” WW 


100 e l che the hg 90 


0" EF (94s, his 


LIFE OF CHRIST. - 105 


When Jeſus had dined, he was preſent- 
ed with the ſad ſight of a poor man poſſeſſ- 
ed with a dumb and blind devil, Rock 
his friends deſired our ſaviour to caſt out, 
which was done immediately, to the a- 
mazement of the people, who run afteg 
him in ſuch great numbers, that the Pha- 
riſees much doubted, that this prophet 
would much leflon their reputation, and 
leave their ſchools empty, and there- 
fore gave out that he was beſide himſelf. 
Upon which rumour, his mother with his 
friends, and kindred, came to ſee him, and 
found the houſe ſurrounded with the peo- 
ple, who were full of wonder and admira- 
tion, & there the virgin mother heard part 
of her own prophecy yerified, that the gene- 
rations of the earth ſhould call het bleſſed; 
for a woman worſhipping Jeſus, cried out, 
Bleſſed. ts the womb that 5.Je thee, and the 
fps, en gave thee fil. To th Jel elus re- 
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without;he anſwered, that thoſe dear names 
of mother aud brethren are far more ſa- 
ered when there is a conjunction of perſons 
in ſpiritual bands, in the ſame faith, the 
ſame hope; and in union with the fame 
Myſtical head; and pointing to his diſci- 
ples, faid My mother and my brethren, for 5 
twhoſdever do!h'tbe will of my father which il (: 
is in Heaven, he is my brotber and fiſler and n 
mother. 

And now the Phariſees upon the occa- 
ſion of theſe miracles, renewed the old ll « 
quarrel, ſaying, He raft out devils by Belze- il ;, 
bub, the prince of devils, which ſenſeleſs MW , 
and illiterate objection, Chriſt having con- Nc 
futed, charged them highly with the guilt 
of an unpardonable ſin, telling them, that 
their affirming: thoſe actions of his, per- 
ſormed by virtue of the divine ſpirit, were 
done by the help of the devil, was a fin 
againft the holy ghoſt, and how bold ſo- 
ever they were with the fon of man in a· 
buſing his words, ot injuring his perſon, 
they might upon a poten find a par- 
don, yet to fin againſt the holy ghoſt, would 
find no forgiveneſs, neither here, nor here-- 
after; but taking occaſion upon this diſ- 
2 us he by an ingenious and myſterious 
ban gives the world great caution of 
backſliding after repentance, for if the de · 
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vil returns into an houſe once ſwept and 
garniſhed, he e ſpirits more 
impure than himſelf, and the laſt end of 
that man is: worſt than the firſt, | 
Jeſus then goeth from the houſe of the 
Phariſees, to the ſea of Tiberias, and fitting 
in a ſhip, taught the people on the ſhore 
by parables, under which were myſterious 
ſenſes, tending to ſhew their unbelief, tho 
not to diſperle that thick Egyptian dark - 
neſs, which their fins and abberrations had 
eontracted; by the parable of the ſower 
ſcattering his ſeed by the way fide, 
lome on ſtony, ſome on thorny, and ſome 
on good ground, he intimated the feveral 
capacities or indiſpoſitions of mens hearts, 
the careleſſneſs of ſome, the forwardneſs 
and levity of others, the eafineſs and ſoft- 
neſs of a third, and how they were choak- 
ed with worldly cares, with the ſeveral 
ways whereby men miſcarry, and that but 
one ſort of perſons receive the word, and 
bring forth the fruits.of an holy life; by 
the parable of the tares permitted to grow 
among the wheat, he intimated the tolera- 
on of difſenn 5 opinions, not deſtructive 


to piety, or civi ſociety, by the three para- 
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Jump, he ſignified increaſe of the goſpel, 
and the bleſſing upon the ſermons of him- 
ſelf and his apoſtles. | = 

Io theſe parables which he rendered 
to his diſciples in their proper ſenſes, he 
added two more concerning the dignity of 
the goſpel, comparing 1t to treaſure hid in 
the field, and a jewel of great price, for 
the purchaſe of which every good mer- 
chant muft part with all he hath, rather 
than not to obtain t. He adds, that the 
public profeſſors of chriſtianity, ſhould 
be like a mixt multitude, like a net inclo- 


ſing fiſhes good and bad. After theſe dil- 


courſes, he retired from the ſea fide, to his 
own city Nazareth, where he preached fo 
excellently upon certain words in the 


_ prophet Ifaiah, that all the people wonder- 


ed at his wiſdom 1n explaining the ſame. 
But the men of Nazareth did not fuffi- 
ciently honor their prophet, though their 
own countrymen, ſtil] retaining in ther 
minds the diſadvantages of his youth and 
kindred, and trade and poverty, and the 
humility of his firſt years, though 'now a 
glorious prophet. But Jeſus in his ſer- 
mon, reproved them for their infide'ity, 
at which they wondered, and therefore 
did few miracles in reſpect of what he had 
done at Capernaum, and commended that 
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city before Nazareth, whereupon the m- 
habitants thruſt him out of the city, and led 
him to the brow of an hill, on which it was 
built, deſigning to throw him down head- 
long, but his work was not yet finiſhed; 
therefore paſſing through the midſt of 
them he went his way, 

He then travelled up and down to all 
the towns and caſtles of Galilee, attended 
by his diſciples, and certain women out 
of whom he had caſt unclean ipirits, name- 
ly, Mary Magdalen, Joanna, wife to Chuze, 
Herod's ſteward, who miniſtred unto him 


of their own ſubſtance, and became part 
of his holy family, which ac this time began 


to be full, becauſe now the apoſtles were 
returned from their preaching, full of joy, 
that the devils were made ſubject to the 
words of their mouth and the efficacy of 
their prayers, and their calling upon the 
name of Jeſus, but their mafter intimated 
to them, that thele privileges were not ſo- 
lid foundations for an holy joy, but onl 
as they advanced the glory of God, a 0 
their own faivation, whoſe names are writ- 
ten in heaven, which joy was the reaſona- 
ble, holy, true, and perpetual joy. 
When Herod heard ſuch wonderful 
things of Jeſus, his guilt made him imag- 
ine that John the 3 had now riſen 
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from the dead, and theſe mighty works 
were demonſtrations of his power, which 
was increaſed by his immortality, for a 
little before this (as is already mentioned) 
. Herod had ſent to the caſtle of Macherus, 
here John was priſoner, and cauſed him 
to be beheaded. The head Herodius bu- 
ried in her own palace, thinking to ſecure 
it from any reunion with the body, leſt he 


ſhould again diſturb her unlawful luſts, 
and diſquiet Herod's conſcience, but the 


body the diſciples of. John obtained, and 
carried it with honor and ſorrow, and bu- 
.ried it in Sebaſta, in the confines of Sa- 
maria, making his grave between the bo- 
dies of Elizeus and Abadias the prophets. 
Jeſus knowing of the death of the Bap - 


; tiſt, Herod's jealouſy, and the envy of the 


. Phariſees, retired into a deſart place, to- 
gcther with his-apoſtles, for the people ſo 
preſſed upon them, that they had not lei- 
ſure to eat; yet neither could he there be 
nid, for the multitudes flocked thither alſo, 
to. whom he preache1: many things,. and 
afterwards, becauſe there was no villages 
in the neighborhood, leſt they ſhould faint 


in returning to their houſes, he cauſed. 
them to fit down upon the graſs, and with 
five loaves of barley, and two ſinall fiſhcs, 


te ſatisned five thouſand men, beſides wo- 
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men and children, and cauſed his diſci- 

les to gather up the fragments, which be- 
ing brought together, filled tvelve baſkets, 
which miracle was fo accomodated to 
the underſtanding and affections of the 
people, that they were convinced this was 
the Meſſias, who was come into the world, 
and had a 77 to bave taken bim by 
force, and made him king. : 

But he that leſt his father's kt ngdom to 
take upon him the miſeries and inſelici- 
ties of the world, fled from the offers of a 
kingdom, and theirtumultuous election, as 
ſtom an enemy, and ſending his diſciples 

in the ſhip before tomards Bechdaide he 
withdrew into the mountains-to conceal 
himſelf till the multitude were returned to 
their habirations, and took that advantape 
of praying to his heavenly father, But when 
the apoſtles were far out on the fleep, a vio- 
lent 1 9 aroſe, which brought them in · 
to · the extremity of danger, ſo that all bope 
of eſcaping was almoſt gone. During their 
inceffant labor to ſave th mſelves, in the 
fourth watch of the night, Jeſus catne walk - 
ing on the fea ; which Furned their tears in- 
to affrightments, for they ſuppoſed it to 
have been a {pirit, which he ſoon diſperſed 
by telling them who he was; which they 
yet deſired to have PO to them by a 
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fgn,for Simon Peter faid unto him, maſter, 
i{ it be thou, command me to come to thee 
on the waters. The Lord did fo, and Pe- 
ter upon confidence of the power and 
providence of his maſter, threw himſelf in- 
to the lake, but beginning to fink. he cried, 
laying, Lord ſave me; Jeſus took himby the 
hand. reproving his want of faith, and went 
with him in the ſhip; where when they 
had. worſhipped him, & admitted the divi- 
nity of his power and perſon, the ſhip ar- 
rived at the porto Genazareth immedlate- 
ly: and all that were ſick, ar poſſeſſed 
with unclean ſpirits were brought to him, 
and as many as touched the hem of his gar» 
ment were made whole. 

By this time they whom Jeſus had left 
on the other fide 4 the lake, came as far 
as. Capernaum to ſeek him, wondering 

that he was there before them ; upon this 

oecaſion of their. diligent inquiſition, Je» 

{us obſerves to them, that it was not the 

divinity of the miracles which provoked. 

their zral, but the ſatisfaction they had in 
the loaves, and thence intimates to them 
the excellency of the cceleſtial bread, the 
divine nutriment of their ſouls ; affirming 
himſelf to be the bread of life, that came 
cn from heaven; that he would give to 
bis diſciples his fleſh to eat, and his blood 
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to drink, and all this ſhould be for the life 
of the world, to nouriſh to lite eternal, 
without whick an happy eternity could not 
te obtained; upon this diſcourſe, divers 
of his diſciples (of whom it is ſaid St. Mark 
was one, but afterwards recalled by Simon 
Peter) forſook him, being ſcandaliſed by 
their literal and carnal underſtanding of 
theſe words of Jeſus, which he intended 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe; for the words that he 
N were not profitable i in the ſenſe of 
eſh and blood, but they are ſpirit, and 
they are life; himſelt being the expound- 
er who beſt knew bis own meaning. 
When Jeſus obſerved this great defec - 
tion of his diſciples from him, he turned to 
the twelve apoſtles, and. aſked if they alſo 
would go away; Simon Peter anſwered, 
Lord, Whither ſhall we go ? Thou haſt the 
words of eternal life, and we are ſure thou 
art that Chriſt, the ſon of the living God. 
Though this public confeffion was made 
by Peter in the name and nce of 
the other apoſtles, yet Jeſus told, them 
Prophetically, that even among twelve, 
7 was one devil, mean Judas Iſca- 
riot, who afterwards Par, him ; that 
they might perceivethe ſad accidents which 
afterwards h 21 to him did not ſur- 
prize him as 1 of them, or 
2 
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unprovided to-undergo them. After this 
the Scribes and Phariſees, who came from 
Jeruſalem and, Galilee (tor Jeſus would 
not go to Judea becauſe the Jews laid 
wait to kill lim) quarrelled with him about 
ſome impertinent, unneceſſary ceremonies 
not inſtituted by God, but by ordinances 
of men ; as waſhing their hands when they 
eat; ba>tizing cups and platers, and waſh- 
ing tab es and beds ; which rites the apol- 
tles did not obſerve, but attended diligent- 
ly to the ſimplicity and halineſs of their 
ach doctrine; our ſaviour in return to 
their Vain demands, ſharply re proves them 
for being ſo fond of theſe and many other 
traditions, and neglecting the divine pre- 
cepts, teaching men particularly, that if 
they gave to the Corban, or treaſure of the 
church, they might refute to dapply tire 
neceſſity of their parents, and diſregard the 
duties of piety and charity; and thunders 
out woes agata(t their impie ties, for their 
pride, their hypocriſy, their ĩimpoſing bu - 
thens upon o hers which themſelves help 
not to ſupport : For tbeir taking away the 
key of knowledge from the people, and 
obſtructing the paſſages to beaven, and for 
approving the wickedae's of their fathers 
in perlecuting the prophets ; adding con- 
cerning waſhings, that no cut ward impunity 
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cid ſtain the foul in the ſight of God, but 
ail pollution 1s from the corrupt ion of the 
heart, and filthy thoughts, unchaſte deſires, 
and unholy purpoſes, and that love and 
charity are the beſt purifters in the world. 

Jetus then departed into the Coaft of 
Tyre and Sidon, and entered into a houſe 
that he might not he known; the diligence 
of a mother's love and ſorrow, and neceſ- 
ty, found him out in this retirement ; for 
a woman came and beſought him, that he 
would caſt the devil out of her daughter: 
Our ſaviour ſeemed to reject her ſuit, for 
the ſake of her nation, being a Syrophæ- 
nician, yet this did only make her impor- 
tunity more undeniable, ſhe begged but 
ſome crumbs which fell from the children's 
table, and hut one inſtance of ſavour from 


hin to her daughter, chick he ꝓoured forth 


without meaſure upon the ſons and daugh- 
ters of Iſrael. Jeſus was pleated with her 
Seal and diſoretion, and pitied ber daugh- 
ter's infelicity, and diſmiſſed her 1 
ing, the devil is gane out of thy daughter. 
Qaur ſaviour returning to the ſea of Gal- 

lee, through the midſt of Decapolis, they 
brought to him a man deaf and dumb, 
whom Jelus cured by touching his tongue, 


and putting his fingers into his ears, to the 


; adauirationof the people, who thereupon 
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brought to him multitudes of diſeaſed per- 
ſons, and he healed them all, but the peo- 
ple having followed: him three days with- 
out eating any thin Taran to their 
need, reſolved to feaſt them once more 
at the charge of a miracle ; therefore ta- 
King ſeven loaves, and a few ſmall fiſhes, 
he bleſſed them, and ſatisfied four thouſand 
men, beſides women and children, and 
there remained ſeven. baſkets full of broken 
bread and fiſh. ; 

From thence Jeſus departed by ſhip to 
the coaft of Dalmanutha, whither the Pha- 
riſees came, aſking him a ſign, who re- 
Jecting their captious demands, knowing, 
their diſaffection reproved them, that they 
diſcerned fair or foul weather in the ſky,. 
but not the ſigns of the ſon of man. How- 
ever, ſince they neglected ſo great demon- 


ſtrations, ſuch gracious diſcourſes, holy 


laws and prophecies, they muſt expect no 
other ſign, but the ſign of the prophet Jo- 
nas, meaning the reſurre&ion of the body, 
after three days burial; and paſſing over 
the lake, as his diſciples were ſoliciteus, be- 


cauſe they had forgot to take bread, he 


cautioned them to beware of the leaven 
of the Phariſees and Sadducees, and the 
leaven. of Herod, meaning the hypoeriſy 
and vanities of the one, and the hereſy of 
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the other, for Herod's leaven was the pre» 
tence that he was the Mefſias, which the 
ſect of the Herodians did carneſtly and 
ſpitefully promote. Coming to Bethſaida, 
he cured a blind man with his fpittle ; de- 
parting thence to the coaſts of Ceſarea 
Philippi, out of Herod's juriſdiction, as be- 
longing to his brother Philip, after he had 
prayed with his diſciples, he aſked. them, 
what opinion the world had of him, and 
whom they reported him. to be. They 
_ anſwered, ſome ſay thou art John the Bap- 

tiſt, ſome that thou art Elias or Jeremias, 
or one of the prophets. The Phariſees 
of Galilee. were of opinion, that the ſouls 
of dead men or. departed prophets, paſſed 
into another body.. But * aſking the 
apoſtles their opinion, Peter in the name 
of all the reſt, made an open and confident 
confeſſion, thou art Chriſt the ſon ot the 
living God. This confeſſion: Jeſus con- 
firmed to be revealed by God; and after 
the bleſſing, of Peter's perſon, upon alluſi 
on to Peter's name, Jeſus ſaid, that upon 
this rock. (the article of Peter's conſeſſion) 
he ſhould build his church, which the 
of. hell, perſecution, death, nor the 
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al a promiſe to Peter, in behalf of all the 
reſt, as he made a confeſſion for them all, 
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that he would give unto him the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, fo that br bn 
ever he hould bind on earth, ſhould be 
bound in heaven, and whatſoever he ſhould 
looſe on earth, ſnould be looſed in bea - 
ven, a power which he never communica· 
ted before to any. 

And now from hence forward, we often 
find our Lord uttering ſad predictions ol 
the barbarous uſage be ſhould ſhortly meet 
with: Phat he ſhould be rejected of the 
elders and chief prieſts and Senden, and 
ſuffer many things at Jeruſalem, and be 
killed and be raited up the third day, but 
Peter heating that fad ' melancholy dif- 
courſe, contrary to his hopes of ſome tem- 
poral advantage, he having learned the 
doctrine of Chriſt's coming, but not of 
his croſs, in miſtaken civility took Jeſus 
aſide, and began to rebuke Rim, ſaying, 
be it far from thee Lord, this ſhatl not 
be unto thee : But our Lord, full of zeal 
againſt ſo ſoft and humane an adoration, 
that favored nothing of Ged, chid Peter 
ſeverely, ſaying, get thee behind me -atan, 
thou art an offence to me. And calling 
his diſciples to. him, aſſured them, that not 
only himlelf, but they alſo muſt ſuffer, and 
that whoſoever will be the diſciples af Je- 
ſus, muſt take up his croſs, deny himſelt 
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and his own fonder appetites, and trace 
his maſter's footſteps, marked out with 
blood that He ſhed for our redemption and 
reſtitut ion, and that there can be no eſea- 
ping from the participation of Chriſt's ſuf- 
ſerings, ſince he that will ſave his life, 
ſhall loſe it, and he that will loſe it, will ſave 
it to eternity; and as thoſe are fools that 
will loſe their ſouls to gain the world, ſo 
they are certainly wiſeſt that will give their 
lives for him, becauſe when the ſon of man 
ſhall come in h's glory, and his father's, 
and of the angels, he ſhall reward every 
man according to his works ; this diſcourſe 
| Jeſus concluded with a prophecy, that 
tome ſtanding in that preſence, ſhould not 
die 'till they ſa the fon of man coming in 
his glory. | | 
Of the great glories in time to be re- 
vealed, Jeius after eight days gave a bright 
and excellent probation, for taking with 
him Peter, and James, and John, he went 
up into the mount Tabor to pray; and 
while he prayed, he was transfigured be- 
fore them, and his face did ſhine like the 
ſun, and his garments were white and glit- 
tering ; and there appeared talking with 
him, Moſes and Elias, glorioufly ſpeaking 
of his deceaſe, which he ſhould accompliſh 
at zeruſalem ; which glory theſe apoſtles, 
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when they were awaked from ſleep, into 
which they had fallen, did behold. After 
the departure of theſe heavenly viſitants, 
the apoſtles being full of fear and wonder, 
Peter talked he knew not what, ſaying, 
maſter, it is good to be here; let us build 
three tabernacles. And it is recorded, 
that in after- ages ſome devout perſons in 
memory of this myſtery, did erect three 
churches in the ſame place. Suddenly 
- after a cloud ſurrounded Jeſus and his 
diſciples, and a voice came from the ex- 
cellent glory, ſaying, this is my beloved 
ſon in whom JI am well pleaſed, hear ye 
him; the cloud which made them fore a- 
fraid, quickly diſappeared, and freed them 
from their preſent conſternation, and they 
deſcended with Jeſus from the mountain, 
who commanded them to keep ſilence, 
which they obſerved till his reſurrection. 
The next day came to Jeſus a man in 
behalf of his ſon, who was lunatick, and 
ſore troubled with the devil, who ſought 
often to deſtroy him with fire and water, 
beſeeching our ſaviour to deliver him, his 
diſciples having tried in vain, but could 
not perform any thing for want of faith, 
which if it be true, is of power to remove 
mountains, to pluck up trees by the roots, 
and plant them in the ſea; our ſaviour 
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then rebuked the devil, who that hour de- 
parted from him. Coming to Capernaum, 
the exactors of taxes came to Simon Pe- 
ter, aſking him if his maſter paid tribute, 
which was a ficle or drachm, the fourth 
part of an ounce of filver, about fifteen 
pence in value, which was the tribute that 
the Lord impoſed upon all the ſons of I- 
rael, from twenty years old and above, to 
pay for redemption and propitiation, and 
for the uſe of the tabernacle. When Pe- 
ter came into the houſe, Jelus knowing 
his meſſage, prevented him, aſking him, 
of whom do the kings of the earth take 
tribute ? of their own children, or of 
ſtrangers? Peter anſwered, for ſtrangers ; 
then ſaid Jeſus, the cluldren are free. 
Meaning, that fince the Gentile or Hea- 
then kings do not exact tribute of their 
ſons, neither will God of his ſons or chil- 
dren ; and therefore this penſion to be 
paid for the uſe of the tabernacle, for the 
lervice of God, and for the redemption 
of their ſouls, was not to be paid by him 
who was the ſon of God, but by ſtran- 
gers; yet to avoid offence, he ſent Peter 
a fiſhing, and provided a fiſh with two 
drachms of filver, which he commanded 
Peter to pay for them two. 

When the | dans were together in the 
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houſe with Jeſus, he aſked them, what they 
had diſcourſed on by the way; for they 
had been engaged in an ambitious and 
miſtaken quarrel, which of them ſhould 
be greateſt in their maſter's kingdom ; 
they ſtill dreaming that it ſhould be an ex- 
ternal and earthly dominion, but their maſ- 
ter to check their forwardneſs, told them, 
that he that would be greateſt among them 
ſhould be their miniſter ; and taketh a lit- 
tle child, and ſetting him in the midſt, as 
a pattern of humility and fimplicity, ſuch 
innocent lowlineſs of ſpirit being abſolute- 
ly neceflary if we will enter into the courts 
of heaven, from whence Jeſus diſcourſes 
of the care God takes of little children, 
whether naturally or ſpiritually ſuch, the 
danger of giving them offence, the law 
and power of their angel guardians, and 
of the neceſſity in the event, that ſcandals 
and offences ſhould ariſe, and the great 
woe and miſery of thoſe perſons, who 
were the occaſion of them. 

But if in the traverſes of life, injuries 
ſhould be done us, he bids us firſt reprove 
the perſon that has done us wrong private- 
ly, and upon his repentance to forgive 
him forever; with a mercy as unwearied 
and multiplied as his penitence. For the 
{ſervant to whom the Lord that forgave ten 
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thouſand talents, becauſe he refuſed to 
forgive his fellow-ſervant an hundred 
ence, was delivered to the tormentors 
till he ſhould pay that debt which his 
Lord once forgave. 

John now came and gave him informa- 
tion of a ſtranger that caſt out devils in 
the name of Jeſus, but becauſe he was 


not of the family, he had forbidden him: 


our ſaviour replies, he ſhould in no wiſe 
have forbidden him, for there is no man 
which ſhall do a miracle in my name, that 
can lightly ſpeak evil ot me, for he that is 
not againſt us, is for us. Then jeſus pro- 
ceeded in his excellent ſermon, adding ho- 
ly precepts, concerning offences which a 
man might do to himſelf in which caſe he 
is to be ſevere, though moſt gentle to o- 
thers ; for in his own caſe he muſt ſhew no 
mercy, it being better to cut off the offen- 
ding hand or foot, or part with an eye 
rather than with the ſupport of a trouble- 
ſome foot, or a wandering eye, fall into a 
ſad eternity, where the worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched, and ſo ended 
his excellent diſcourſes at this time. 
About this time was the Jews' feaſt of 
tabernacles, whither Jeſus went up as it 
were in ſecret, and paſſing through Sama- 
ria, he tound the inhabitants of a little 
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village ſo inhoſpitable as to refuſe to give 
him entertainment, which fo provoked the 
intemperate zeal of James and John, that 
they tain would have called fire from 
heaven, to conſume them as Elias did. 
But our Lord rebuked their anger, teach- 
ing them to diſtinguiſh the ſpirit of chriſ- 
tianity from the decretary zeal of Elias, 
for ſince the Son of man came to ſeek and 
to lave what was loſt, it was indiſcretion 
and rathnefs, upon the lighteſt diſpleaſure, 
to deſtroy a man, whoſe redemption coſt 
the effuſion of the deareſt blood from the 
heart of Jeſus ; on the contrary our bleſſ- 
ed Saviour does a miracle upon the ten 
leprous perſons which came to him, cry- 
ing out with ſad exclamations for help ; 
but Jeſus ſent them to the prieſt to offer 
for their cleanſing, and but one only re- 
turned to give thanks, and he a ftranger, 
who with a loud voice glorified God, and 
with humble adoration, worſhipped and 
gave thanks to Jeſus. 

Our Lord having finiſhed his journey, 
was now come to Jeruſalem ; there were 
various opinions concerning him, fome 
ſaying he was a good man, others, that he 
deceived the people, and the Phariſees 
{ought for him to do him mifchief; but 
when they deſpairing finding him in the 
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midſt of the feaft and the people, he 
preached openly in the midſt of the tem- 
ple ; and though they were convinced by 
the variety and divinity of his miracles 
and diſcourſes ; yet to make it appear 
how far prejudice may prevail againſt con- 
viction and demonſtration, we find a pro- 
verb, a circumſtance outweighed multi- 
tudes of miracles and arguments, and 
Chriſt being of Galilee, when they knew 
whence he was, becauſe of the proverb, 
That out of Galilee comes no prophet. 
Therefore the rulers did not believe him, 
but queſtioned his power and his divinity, 
yet very many believed on him, and no 
man durſt lay his hands upon him to take 
him, for as yet his time was not come; 
therefore when the Pharilees ſent officers 
to ſeize him, they alſo became his diſci- 
ples, being themſelves ſurpri d with the 
excellency of his doctrine. | 

After this, Jeſus went to the mount of 
Olives, on the feaſt of Jerufalem, and 
next day returned again into the temple, 
where the Scribes and Phariſees brought 
him a woman taken in the act of adulte- 
ry; tempting him to give ſentence, that 
they might accuſe him of ſeverity, or in- 
termeddling ide condemned her, and of 
reaunels angh popularity if he did acquit 
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her. But our Saviour found out an ex- 
ient for their difficulty, and changed 
the ſcene, by bidding him that was inno- 
cent among them to throw the firſt ſtone 
at the adultreſs, and then ſtooping down, 
to them a fair occaſion to withdraw, he 
wrote upon the ground, with his finger, 
Jeſus was left alone, and the woman in 
the midſt, whom Jeſus diſmiſſed, charg- 
ing her to fin no more. A while after, 
Jeſus begins again to diſcourſe to them 
of his miſſion from the Father; of his 
crucifixion and exaltation from the earth; 
of the reward of beheyers ; of the excel- 
lency of truth ; of ſpiritual liberty and 
relations ; who are the ſons of Abraham, 
and who the children of the devil ; of 
his own eternal generation ; and of the 
deſire of Abraham to ſee this day. And 
confuting their malicious and vain calum- 
mes, till they to confute him, took up 
ſtones to caſt at him, but he went out of 
the temple, going through the midſt of 
them, and lo pafled by. 
In his paſſage he met with-a man born 
blind, and declared-that his blindneſs was 
not a puniſhment for hii own or his par- 


ents fin, which was the opinion of the - 


Phariſees, but ſent as an uccaſion to make 


public the glory of God; he to manifeſt 
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himfelf to be the light of the world in all 
ſenſes, proved it by a miracle; for an- 
ointing bis eyes with clay and ſpittle, he 
bid him go waſh in Siloam, which was 4 
pool of clear water, {ent by God ;({aith E- 
piphanius) at the prayer of Haiah the pro- 
phet, a little before his death, to ſatisfy the 
neceſſities of the people, oppreſſed with 
thirſt, and a cloſe ſiege, ſtanding at the 
foot of Mount Sion, and gave its water at 
certain times and periods, always to the 
Jews, but not to their enemies; and by 
the overflowing thereof, a pool was made; 
the blind man went and waſhed and re- 
turned ſeeing, and was inceſſantly vexed 
with the Phariſees, to tell them the man- 
ner and citcumſtances of the cure; and 
when the man had averred the truth, and 
named his phy ſician, giving him a pious and 
charitable teſtimony, the Phariſees, be- 
cauſe they could not force him to diſavow 
his good opinion of Jeſus, caſt him out, or 
excommunicated him: But Jeſus meet- 
ing him, received him into the church, 
and told him, that he was Chriſt, and the 
man became again enlight ned, and he be- 
lieved and worſhipped. But the Phariſees 
blaſphemed, and in the midſt of light ſhut 
their eyes, and doated upon darkneſs, and 
therefore their fin did remain. 
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Jeſus then continued his ſermon among 
the Phariſees, and diſcourſed of the prop- 
erties of a good ſhepherd, proving them 
to be thieves and robbers, becauſe they 
refuſed to enter in by Jeſus, who is the 
door of the ſheep ; and unlike all other 
ſhepherds, would lay down his life for his 
ſheep, The Jews to requite him for his 
divine precepts, uſed their old argument, 
taking up ſtones again, to throw at him, 
but he efcaped out of their hands, and 
went away beyond Jordan, where John at 
firſt baptized ; which made the people 
xemember, that John did no miracle, 
but this man whom John gave teſtimony 
of his holineſs, did many miracles, and 
many believed on him there. | 

After this Jeſus knowing that the harveſt 
was great, and the labourers but very few, 
ſent out ſeventy-two of his diſciples with 
the hke commiſſion as formerly to the 
twelve apoſtles, that they might go before 
to the places whither himſelf meant to 
come who upon their return from their 
Journey rejoiced preatly in fpirit, giving 
glory to God, that he had revealed his goſ- 
pel to babes, and hid them from the wiſe 
and learned. At this time a doctor of the 
law came to Jeſus, ſaying, maſter, what 
ſhall I do to inherit eternal life ? our ſa- 
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yviour referred him to the {criptures, and 
declared the way to heaven to be this only, 
to love the Lord with all our powers and 
faculties : But when the lawyer was capti- 
ous, aſking, who was his neighbour, Chrift 
tells him a parable of a traveller fallen into 
the hands of thieyes, and neglected by a 
prieſt and a Leyite, but relieved by a Sama- 


ritan, fince nodiſtance of country or religion 


deſtroys the relation of neighbourhood ; 
but every perſon with whom they converſe 
in peace and charity, is that neighbour 
whom we are to love as ourſelves. 

Jeſus departing from Jeruſalem, came 
to a village called Bethany, where Martha 
making great and buſy preparation for his 
entertainment, to expreſs her joy and al- 
fection to his perſon, deſired him to diſ- 
miſs Mary from his feet, who ſat there 
feaſting herſelf with his excaliond diſcour- 
les, to iſt her; but tho' Jeſus did not 
diſcommend Martha's eiviiiiy, yet he ptr 
tered Mary's choice, religion, and ſancti- 

ty. Qur ſaviour now teaches the diſci- 
ples that form of prayer, called the Lord's 
prayer, the ſecond time, and that they 
ſhould be indefatigable and importunate 
in prayer, like the widow who forced an 
unjuſt judge to do her juſtice by her earn- 


eſtneſs and cautinual ſolliciting him, Mar 
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ny other things he added in this ſermon, 
and ſome being preſent that told him of 
the Galileans, whole blood Pilate ming- 
led with their ſacifices; Jelus replied, that 
theſe ſad calamities were no arguments 
that theſe Galileans were greater finners 
than others, tho' this judgment fell upon 
them. Theſe Galileans were a fort of 
people that taught it to be unlawful to 
pay tribute to ſtrangers, or to pray for the 
Roman Emperors, and becauſe the Jews 
did both, they refufed ro communicate 
with them in their ſacred rites and cere- 
monies, but would facrifice a part, at 
which ſolemnity, when Pilate the Roman 
deputy apprehended many of them, he 
cauſed them all to be ſlain, and to die 
upon the ſame alters. 

And now a certain ruler of the ſyna- 
gogue, repining at Jeſus for having cured 
a woman that was crooked, loofing her 
from her infirmity, wherewith ſhe had 
been afflicted eighteen years; our ſaviour 
made the man aſhamed by aſking him, 
whether he himſelf would ngt looſe an ox 
from the ſtall, and lead him to watering 
on the ſabbath- day. And by the ſame ar- 
guments ſilenced the Scribes and Phariſees, 
who were angry with him, for curing a 
perſon of the dropſy on that day. For 
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Jeſus to take off the yoke of the ceremo- 
nial law, by aboliſhing the Moſaick rites, 
choſe to do many of his miracles on the 
ſabbath, and free chriſtianity from that 
burden, that he might abrogate the one, 
and inſtitute the Lord's Day at the ſame 
time; not much unlike the Sabbatical 
River which the Rabbies mention — That 
was dry ſix days, but guſhed out in a full 
ſtream on the Sabbath. Jeſus then went 
up and down the cities of Galilee, inforc- 
ing the doctrines he had taught them, and 
adding new precepts, advertiſing them of 
the multitudes of thoſe that periſh, and how 
few ſhall be ſaved, and that they ſhould 
ſtrive to enter into the ſtrait-gait ; the way 
to deſtruction being fair and plauſible, but 
the way to heaven very difficult, and few 
there be that find it. He diſcourſes of the 
many excuſes that perſons uſed who were 
invited to the feaſt of the kingdom, and 
the refreſhments of the goſpel, and tacit- 
ly inſinuates the rejection of the Jews, who 
were firſt invited, and the calls of the 
Gentiles, from the highways and hedges. 
He reprehends Herod for his ſubtility 
and deſign to kill him; prophecies he 
ſhould die at Jeruſalem, and intimates 
the ſad deſolations that ſhould happen, 
for neglecting this their day of viſitation, 
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and for killing the prophets and meſſen- 
gers ſent from God. 

The Jews' feaſt of dedication being at 
hand, Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem, and 
preached in Solomon's porch ; and the 
end of the ſermon was, That the Jews 
had like to have ſtoned him again. But 
retiring from thence he went beyond Jor- 
dan and by a moſt elegant and perſuaſive 
parable, declared to the people the mer- 
cy of God in accepting penitents, by the 
example of the Father, who received the 
prodigal fon upon his return from his tol- 
lies and alleviations ; he diſcourſes of the 
Meſſias coming into the world, to recoy- 
er living perſons from their fin and dan- 
ger in the parables of the loft ſheep and 

goat, and Aber the repreſentment of the 
unjuſt but prudent ſteward, he teaches us 
to employ our preſent opportunities and 
eftates, by laying them out in acts of mer- 
cy and religion, that when our fouls ſhall 
be diſmiſſed from the ſtewardſhip and 
cuſtody of our body, we may be enter- 
_ tained in everlaſting habitations. He 
then utters a parable of Dives, a volup- 
tuous and uncharitable man, and Laza- 
rus, a pious, afflicted, ſick beggar, the firſt 
died and went to hell, the ſecond into Abra- 
ham's boſom ; God ſo ordering the diſ- 
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penſation of good things, that we cannot 
ealily enjoy: two heavens; nor ſhall the 
miſerzes of this lite, it we be truly religi- 
ous, be. otberwiſe than a beautiſul etetni- 
ty; and for Divas“ requeſt, that his 


brethren. migbt have warning of his wo- 


tul condition; our ſaviour ſhews, that the 
ordinary ways of : ſalvation are; the, expreſs 
revelations of ſcripture, and the miniſ- 
tries of God's appointment; and whoſo- 
ever. neglects cheſe, {hall not be ſupplied 
by extraordinary means, or if he were, 
they would be totally ineffectual. He 
then, laid kis hands upon ſome young chil- 
dren, and gave them his bleſling, charging 
lis apoſtles to admit of intants to him, 
becauſe to them in perſon, and to ſuch 


as they in fignification, the kingdom of 


heaven , ders appertam. He inſtructs a 
Young: man in the way to happineſs, by 
keeping God's commands, and heroical 
E of charity, which diſcourſe falling 


upon a. . not enough reſigneq nor 


weaned from wotidly. enjuoyments, for be 
was very tich; our Lord then diſcourſes 
how hard it is for a rich man to be ſa- 
ved, hut expounds himſelf to mean, they 
that truſt in riches; however, though it is 
2 matter of great difficulty, and almoſt 
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ove of the world, yet nothing is impofli. 
ble to God. But when the apoſtles heard 
their maſter bid the young man {ell all, 
and give to the poor, and fellow him, 
and for his reward promiſed him an hea- 
venly treaſure; Peter in. the name of the 
reſt, began to think that this was their 
caſe, and the promiſe alſo. might concern 
them, and aſked the queſtion, What 
ſhall we have who have forſaken all, and 
followed thee ?'* Jeſus anſwered, -* They 
ſhould fit upon . twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Iſrael; adding, 
That every diſciple who ſhould forſake 
either houſe or wife, or children, or any 
other thing for his ſake, and the goſpel, 
ſhould receive an hundred fold- in this 
life by way of comfort and equivalency, 
and in the world to come, thouſands of 
glories and poſſeſſions to all eternity; 
tor they that are laſt, ſhall be firſt, and the 
firſt ſhall be laſt, and the deſpiſed peo- 
ple of this world ſhall-re reign hke kings, 
and poverty ſhall ſwell into eternal ſatis- 
faction, for as our Saviour taught his diſ- 
ciples in the parable of the labourers in 
the vineyard, the ſame. reward ſhall be 
given to all, though the times of their 
—_— were difterent, and crowns of 


glory ſhall be beſtowed upon all the 
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with him to eternal ages 


While Jeſub was ih Galle; meſſenger 


came to him from Martha add Mary her 


ſiſter, that he would haſten into Judea to 
Bethany to relieve her brother Lazarus, 


who was dangerouſly ſick; but he defered 
going till Lazarus was dead, -but he would 
raiſe himiout of that ſleep of: death. By 
that time Jeſus was arrived-at Bethany, he 
found-that' Lazarus had been dead four 


days, and now near to: putrefaction, but 


when Martha and Mary met him, wee p- 
ingwithipious tears for their dead brother, 


he himſelf fuffered the paſſions of piety 
and: humanity : Jeſus wept, diſtilling that 


precious liquor into the grave of Lazarus, 


watering the dead plant, that it migut 


ſpring into a new life. 


Whericobedaviogr by his mona of « com- 


fort and inſtruction, had ſtrengthened the 


faith of the two mourning ſiſters, and com- 


manded the ſtone to be removed from the 
grave; he made an addreſs of, adoration 


to his father, confeſſing his readineſs always 
to hear him, and then cried out, Lazarus 


come forth; and he that was dead came 


forth of his bed of darkneſs, with his burying 
eloaths on him, whom when the apoſtles 


had unlooſed at. the command of Jeſus, lie 
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went to Bethany, and many that were pre- 
ſent believed on him, but others wonder- 
ing and malicious, went and told the Pha- 
riſees the ſtary of the mieatle, who upon 
their adyice called the great oli, who 
took fokemn cognizance of the principal 
cauſes of prophets, of kings, abd of the 
holy law; at which:great affembly, Caigplus 
the high poieft prophefied, that it ust · 
pedient one ſhould. die for the people, and 
thenceforth they determmed the death ol 
our bleſſed faviour ; who bemgacquainted 
with what they had:decreed, rtirtd tothe 
city of ram, im the tnbe:of Judah, 
hear the defart. HT. 1,5 {EE 96 
Here he continued till the feaſt af 'Eaſs 
ter, & then gojng toward Jerufalemwithhos 
&dilciples he told them what dhe vent of his 
journey would be, that the Jews chouſd de- 
hverhim to the Gentiles, and that they 
fhauld ſcourge him, and mock him, and 
crueify him, and the third day he ſhould 
riſe again. After this diſcourſe, the wo- 
ther of Zebedee's children bogged of Je- 
fus for her two ſons, that one nughe fat on 
his Tight hand, and the other at this left in 
his kingdom. For uo di ſoourſe of tus paſ- 
fon contd make his diſciples ſenſible of 
the myſteriouſneſs of his kingdom, wich 
vas not of this world 5 but if they would 
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partake of the favors of it, ſuch as they 
were, they muſt drink of his cup and be 
partakers of his ſufferings, and thereby 
put themſelves in a diſpoſition for becom- 
ing veſſels of election. Coming in his 
journey near Jericho, he cures a blind 
man ſitting by the way ſide, and eſpying 
Zaccheus, a man of low ſtature, the thick 
of the publicans, upon a tree, that he 
might ſee Jeſus paſſing by ; Jeſus invited 
himſelf to his . houſe, who received him 
with gladneſs, & repentance of his crimes, 
offering ſatisfaction to all whom he had 
wronged, and gave half the remainder of 
his ellate to the poor. 10 
Six days before Eaſter, Jeſus came to 
Bethany, where he was feaſted by Martha 
and Mary, accompanied with Lazarus, who 
ſat at table with him, and now many came 
to ſee Jeſus, and Lazarus who was raiſed 
from the dead, and upon that occaſign,be- 
lieved on Jeſus. The next; day Jeſus 
27 to the 75 of the mount of Olives, 
and. ſent his diſciples. to Bethphage, com: 
mandiog them cancel AS lt | 
and bring. them, telſing the owner it was 
lor their maſter's uſe,; and riding to Jery- 
ſalem, the people upon goticè of his, ap- 
proach, took branghes gf palin-trees, ifew- 
ing them in the. way, and crying. out, Ho- 
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ſanna, to the ſon of David; which was a 
Th of exclamation ufed to the honor of 

d, and in great ſolemnity, ſignitying, 
Lord ſave us, Lora proſper W the 
Phariſees knowing this to be an appropri- 
ate manner of addreſs to God alone, ſaid 
one to another, by way of wonder, hear 
what thefe men ay. 

When Jetus from the mount beheld 
Jeruſalem, he wept over it, and foretold 
the miſeries and infelicities which would 
happen to it, of which every circumſtance 
came to paſs. For in the mount of Olives, 
where Jeius ſhed tears over periſhing Je- 
ruſalem, the Romans firſt pitched their 
tents when it came to its final deſtruction. 
The peoples“ acclamations followed till the 
Phariſees were ready to burſt with envy; 
and there he cured certain perſons that 
were blind and lame. feſus then came 
to Bethany, and turning into the Houle of 
Sitnoathe leper, Mary Magdalen having 
been reptoved by Judas, for 1pending oint- 
ment ten Jeſus fret, of great value ; to 
declare her ve once more, the p 
= (ame beg —iandry john hend; 
all the diſciples tñtrnuriag at this prodi- 
i. of Keri i Jeſus, wo exprefi'tis Ak- 
neſs, and her miraculous affection, ad- 
ded this prophecy, that where ever the 
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goſpel ſhould be preached, a record of 
this at ſhould be kept as a perpetual 
monument of her piety. 

Two days before the paſſover, the Scribes 
and Phariſees called a council, to con- 
trive crafty ways tor deftroying of Jeſus, 
they not daring to do it by open violence. 
Ot which meeting Judas Iſcariot having 
notice, ran from Bethany, and offered him - 
ſelt to betray his maſter to them, if they 
would give him a conſiderable reward ; they 
agreed for thirty pieces of ſilver, which ac- 
cording to the Jewiſh account, it is thonght 
to be thirty pound weight of ſilver, a good - 
ly price for the ſaviour of the world to be 
prized-at by his undifcerning and unwor- 
thy comtryman. The next day, which 
was the firſt day of the unlenvened bread, 
on which it was neceſſary they fhould Kill 
the paſſover, Jeſus ſent Peter and John to 
the city to a certain man whom they ſhould 
nd carrying apitcher of water to his houſe; 
hun they ould follow, and there prepare 
thepaſſover ; they went and found the man 
in the ſame circumſtances, and prepared for 
Jeſus and his family, who at 1he evening 
came to celebrate the paſſover: It was the 
houſe of John, ſirnamed Mark, which had 
always been opened to this bleſſed family, 
— our ſaviour was pleased to finiſh his. 

ſpper. 


filled with wine, according to the age and 
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When the evening was come, Jeſus ſtood 
with his diſciples & eat the paſchallamb, al- 
ter which he girt himſelf with a towel, &ta- 
king a baſon, waſhed the feet of his diſci- 
ples, inſtructing them in the doctrine of 
humility, by his own example.- But Peter 
was unwilling to be waſhed by his Lord, 
until he was told he muſt renonnce his 
part in him unleſs he were waſhed, who 
therefore cried out, not my feet only, but 
my hands and my head. Jefus ſaid, the 
waſhing of the feet was ſufficient for the 
purification of the whole man, relating to 
the cuſtom of thofe countries who uſed to 
go to ſupper immediately from the baths, 
and were ſufficiently clean, ſave only on 
their feet, by reaſon of the duſt contracted 
in their paſſage from the baths to the di- 
ning-room ; and by it Jeſus meant that the 
body of ſin was waſhed away in the baths 
of baptiſm. B42] 2g $037 "ts 
Aſter the cating of the paſchal lamb, it 


was the cuſtom of the Jews to ſit down to 


a ſecond ſupper, in which they eat herbs 
and unleavened bread, the maſter of the 
family firſt dipping his morſe], and then the 
reſt of the houfehold, after which the father 
brake bread into pieces, and diſtributed 
a part to exery one of the gueſts, and firſt 
drinking himſelf, gave to the reſt the cup 
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| dignity of the perſon, adding to each diſ- 
tribution a form of benedittion proper to 
the myſtety, which was cormmemorative of 
their deliveranoe out of Egypt. This ſup- 
per Jeſus being to celebrate, turned the 
ceremony into a myſtery, and gave his bo- 
dy and bload ſacramentalhy; hereby inſti- 
tu ing the bleſſed facrament, which from 
the time of its iaſtitut ion, 1 called, the 
Lord's fupper, wbich rite Jeſus command» 
ed che apoſties ao commemorate until bis: 


But Jeſus being \troubled an ſpirit, told 
his diſciples, that ane of: them ſhould be- 
tray hum, to confirm them in their bebef 
of ms widado and ſpirit-of prophecy; the 
diſdiples were diſtuſbetl, and looking on 
ohe another, doubhting of whom he gabe, 
brokonad to the beloved diſciple leaning 
on Jeſvs's hreaſt, that he might aſ :; far 
they who knewytbeir on itindeeney, werte 
defrbus to ſatisſy tbeir curioſity, to be 
rid of their fear. Jeſus being aſked, gave 
them a ſign, anda ſop to Judas, command - 
ing him to do what he hit {peeduy, Jeſus 
being exremely ſtreightened till he had 
dnniithe dimer ug prepared for him. At- 
ter Judas tecerved the ſop, the devil en- 
tered: into him, and be went forth im me- 
diately, it being now night. | 
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After kis departure, Jeſus began hiy 
farewell ſermon, diſcourſing ot the glorifi: 
cation of God in his ſon, and of thoſe 
glories his father had prepared for him; 
his ſudden departure to prepare a place 
for them : commanding them to love one 
another, foretelling Peter,-who made con- 
fident proteſts, that he would die with his 
maſter, yet before the cock crew twice he 
ſhould deny him thrice; arming: them a- 
gainſt perſecution, & giving them his bleſ - 
ſing, and praying for them, and then having 
ſung an hymn, which was part ot the great 
Hallelujah, beginning at the cxiy' Pfalm, 


When Iſrael came out of Egypt, &c. 


ending” at the cxviiith, incluſive, went 


forth with his diſciples over the brodk 


Cedron, to the mount of Olives; to a vil- 
lage called Gethſemane, where there was 
a garden, into which he entered. to pray, 
togetber with his diſciples. But taking 
Peter, James and John with him, about 
a. ſtoneꝰs · caſt from the reſt, he began to 
be exceeding ſorrowful and ſad even un- 


to death ;- faying,-'Tarry” ye here, and 
watch with me, and he was withdrawn 


from them, and kneeled down and fell on 
his face to the grounds, ſaying, O my father 
if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me, 


- nevertheleſs not my will, but thy will be 
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done; · this he repeated. thrice in the ſame 
words; but knowing the drinking of this 
cup, was the great end of his coming into 
the world, he diveſted himſelf of the at- 
ſections of fleſn and blood, and becauſe 
his father commanded, was deſirous to 
ſuffer all our pains. ä 
Mean while Judas the :traitar came 
with a .multitude of armed men, -with 
ſwords and ſtaves from the prieſts and el- 
ders to apprehend him, taking the opportu- 
nity of the night, becauſe they durſt not 
ſeize him by day, for fear of the people, 
and Judas ſignified the perſon of his maſ- 
ter to the ſoldiers by a kiſs, an addreſs 
of ſeeming civility; but when they came 
toward him, Jeſus ſaid, Whom ſeek ye? 
They ſaid, Jeſus of Nazareth. He Lid, 
I am he; yet there was a divinity upon 
him, that the ſoldiers: coming at firſt with 
a rude attempt, were. twice repelled by 
the glory of his perſon, till they falling at 
his feet, were at laſt admitted to the ſei- 
zure of his perſon ; but Peter, a ſtout Gal- 
llean, attempted a bold reſcue, cut off 
the ear of one of the high prieſt's ſer- 
vants; but Jeſus rebuked his paſſion, and 
commanded him to put up his ſword, ſay- 
ing, all that ſtrike with the fword, ſhall 
periſh with the ſword, and touched Mal- 
chus' ear and cured him. 
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When eius had yielded himfeif to 
their power, his diſejples fled, and John 
the cyangeliſt,,who for grief, had forgot 
to lay aſide his upper garment,, which 
they uſed on feſtivals to put On, began 
to make his eſcape, but being ſeized by 
the linen upon his bare body, was forced 
to leave that behind him, that himſelf 
might avoid his maſters? danger. But 
Peter followed afar off, and the greatnei; 
of John's love made him return to the 
high prieſt's hall, after his ſurpriſe and 
tright was over. Jeſus was firſt led to 
Annas, who was the prince of the Sanhe- 
drim, and had cognizance of prophets am 
public doctrines, who aſking Jefus ot | 
his diſciples, and of his doctrines, anſwer- ; 
ed, that he ſpoke only to the world, and | 
therefore referred him to the teſtimony of 
all the people; for which true anſwer, a 
fervant ſtanding by ſtruck him on the 
face, and Jeſus. meckly anſwered: him, 
what evil had he done.? But Annas with- 
out the ſeventy Judges could do nothing, 
and therefore tent him to Camphas,. who 
was High Prieſt that year. 

Peter coming thither, denied three times 
that he was a Galilean, and of Jefus's fa- 
mily, tif} our Saviour loaking back, re- 
minded him of his prediction, and the 
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foulneſs of the crime, and the cock crew; 
Peter went out and wept bitterly, that. he, 
might cleanſe his ſoul from the foul ſtains 
he had contracted by his ſhameful perury, 
and denying bis Lord; and it is reported, 
that ever after, ben be heard a cock crow, 
he wept at the remembrance of his own 
unworthineſs. 

In the morning the council aſſembled 
and ſought falle witneſs againſt Jeſus, but 
found none to the purpole : They railed 
boldly, but could find nothing ; they ac- 
cuſed vehemently, but the greateſt article 
that their malice could pretend to, was, 
That he would deſtroy the temple, and 
build it up again in three days; but the 
witneſſes by diſagreeing, made void each 
others teſtimony, and therefore Jefus an- 
ſwered neither to this, nor any other of 
their allegations, till at length Caiaphas 
adjures him by the living God, to fay 
whether he was Chriſt or no. Jeſus knew 
his deſign was to take away his life by this 
inquiry and not out of piety or curioſity, 
yet becauſe his huur was now come, 
openly afirmed he was Chriſt the Son cf 
God, which when Caiaphas heard, be cri. 
ed out blaſpiemy, rent his garments, and 
called preſently for ſentence. to be pro- 
nounced againſt him, and as it was agreed, 
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they all condemned him as guilty of death, 
and as far as they had power inflicted it; 
for they beat him with their fiſts, ſmote him 
with the palms of their hands, ſpit uponhim, 
and abuſed him, When Judas heard they 
had paſſed the final ſentence, upon him, he 
repented him of. hiswickednefs, and he hrot 
back the reward of his treaſon, and threw.it 
among them, ſaying, J have betrayed in- 
nocent blood, and the prieſts upon con- 
ſultation, bought with the money a field to 
bury ſtrangers in; and Judas went and 
hanged himſelf; it is reported by the an- 
cients, that Judas fell from the fig-tree on 
which he was hanged, before he was quite 
dead, and at length ſo ſwelled, that he 
burſt; and his bowels:.guſhed out. The 
High Prieſt having aſſigned aver Jeſus to 
the ſecular power, carried him to Pilate 
to be put to death by his ſentence, or mil- 
itary authority. Pilate, willing to decline 
the buſineſs, bid them judge him accor- 
ding to their own law; they replied, it was 
not lawſul for them to put any man to 
death, meaning during the ſeven days of 


unleavenedꝭ bread, which then happened, 


as appears in the inſtance ot Herod, who 
detained Peter in priſon, intending after 
Eaſter to bring him out to the people. 
Others think, that all the right of iflict- 
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ing capital puniſhments was taken from 
the Jews by the Romans, and Joſephus 
writes, that when Ananias the high prieſt 
had, by a council of that nation, condem- 
ned St. James, the brother of our Lord, 
and put him to death without the conſent 
of the Roman preſident, he was deprived 
of his prieſthood : but their malice being 
reſtleſs till the {ſentence they had paſt was 


put in execution againſt our ſaviour, and 


they knowing that pilate was a zea'ous 
promoter of the Roman greatneſs, and an 
hater of the ſect of the Galileans, the high 
prieſt acculed Jeſus that he was of that ſect 
—and that he denied paying tribute to Cæ- 
far, and: called himſelf king. Pilate hav- 
ing queſtioned him about it, he anſwered 
that his kingdom was not of this world 
Pilate thinking he had nothing to do with 
the other kingdom, gave teſtimony, that 
he found nothing worthy of death in Jetns. 
But hearing that he was a Galilean, and 
of Herod's Juriſdiction, he ſent him to He- 
rod, who was at Jeruſalem at the feaſt.— 
Herod was glad, becauſe he had heard 
much of him, and deſired to ſee him, ho- 
ping to fee ſome miracle done by him, of 
whom he had heard ſo many; but the e- 
vent was, that Jelus did no miracle, and 
Herod's ſoldiers fet him at naught, and 


neſtneſs and paſſion of a woman, that he 
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mocked him ; and that day Herod was re- 
conciled to Pilate. And Jeſus was ſent 
back cloathed in a white and ſplended gar- 
ment, which tho” poſſibly chey intended in 
deriſion, yet was a token of innocence, 
condemned perſons being uſually arrayed 
in black. W N 

But Pilate offered that according to the 
cuſtom of the nation, Jeſus ſhould be re- 
leaſed for the honor of the preſent feſtival ; 
yet the ſpirit of malice was more preva- 
lent, and the multitude required that Ba- 
rabbas, a murderer, a thief, and a ſeditious 
perſon, ſhoula be exchanged for him : 
Pilate being willing to acquit Jeſus from 
puniſhment, and himſelf of guilt, offered 
to ſcourge him, and let him go, hoping 
that a leſſer draught of blood might ſtop 
their rage; but theſe miſcreants cried out, 
crucify him, and told him' plainly, that if 
he let this man go, he was no friend to 
Ceſar; Pilate then called for water, and 
waſhed his hands, to ſhew his own unwil- 
lingneſs, and fix this guilt on them, who 
took 1t upon them as greedily ; as they 
ſucked his blood, they cried out, his blood 


be upon us and our children. As Pilate 


was going to give ſentence, his wife being 
troubled in her dream, ſent with the ear- 
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ſhould have nothing to do with that juſt 


perſon. _ But he was engaged. Cæſar and 
Jeſus, God and the king did ſeem to have 
different intereſts, and tho' he was ſatisfi- 
ed it was only calumny and malice, yet a- 
gainſt the divine laws and the Roman alſo, 
he condemned an innocent perion, and ad- 
judged him to a death, which was only due 
to murderers and public thieves ; upon 
pretence of blaſphemy, of which he ſtood 
accuſed, but not convicted, and for which 
by the Jews law, he ſhould have been ſto- 
ned to death. 

And now was the holy lamb to bleed ; 
firſt therefore, Palate's ſoldiers array him 
in royal robes, put a reed in his hand for 
a ſcepter, plaited a crown of thorns on his 
head ; they bow the knee, and mock him, 
and inſtead of tribute, pay him with blows 
and {pitting upon his holy head, and after 
the moſt horrid abuſes, they bind him to a 
pillar and ſcourge him with whips, a pun- 
1ſhment inflicted only oa ſlaves; aller which, 
Barabbas being ſet free, Pilate delivered 
Jeſus to be crucified ; the ſoldiers there - 
fore having made a croſs ſad and heavy, 


laid it upon Jeſus's ſhoulders, who like I- 


ſaac, bore the wood with which himſelf was 
to be ſacrificed, and drove him out to cru- 


cifiction, who was ſcarce able to ſtand un- 
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der that load, and when he fainted, they 
compelled Simon a Cyrenian, to help him, 
A great and mixt multitude followed Je- 
ſus to.Golgotha, the charnel-houſe of the 
City, and the place of execution : but the 
women wept with bitter exclamations, and 
their ſadneſs was encreaſed by the ſad pre- 
ditions Jeſus then uttered of their future 
calamities, and that the time thould come 
that men ſhould ſay, bleſſed are the bar 
ren that never bare, and the paps that ne- 
ver gave ſuck. 

When Jeſus was come to Golgotha, 2 
place in the mount of Calyary, where ac. 
cording to tradition Adam was buried, and 
where Abraham made an altar for the ſa 
crifice of his ſon, the ſoldiers having ſtrip- 
pedhim,nailed him to the croſs with 4 nails, 
between two thieves in the midſt of all his 
torments, Jeſus made only one prayer and 
ſorrow, to repreſent his ſad condition, as if 
God had fortaken him, but not a ſyllable 
of anger againſt his enemies ; inſtead of 
that, he ſent up a holy, charitable, effective 
prayer ſor their forgiveneſs, by which it is 
recorded, he obfained of God, that within 
fifty-five days, eight thoufand of his ene- 
mies were Conv ite d;'three long hours the 
holy Jeſus hung c Fathed with | pain, ago- 
ny, 4 diftionor his "hoty virgin moth- 
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er ſtood by his croſs, on whom old Sime- 
on's propheſy was fulfilled, But her hope 
and expectation of the reſurrection drew a 
veil before her ſorrow, and her love {wal- 
lowed up her grief; eſpecially conſidering, 
that tho' her ton had no temporal eſtate to 
beſtow, yet with his dying breath he made 
proviſion for her, by conſigning her over 
to the care of John the beloved diſcij/le, 
who from that day forward took her home 
to his own houſe. 


CHRI3T'S CRUCIFICTION, 


ILATE procured the following in- 
{cription to be put over the head of Jeſus, 
written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin— 
Jeſus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, which 
the Phariſees would have altered, and that 
he ſaid, He was King of the Jews, but Pi- 
late out of ſpitefulneſs, or to diſpite their 
nation, or in honor of Jeſus, whom he 
knew to be a juſt perſon, as being over-ru- 
led by divine providence, refuſed to alter 
it. While Jeſus was praying and dying for 
his enemies, the rulers of the Jews mocked 
him, upbraiding him with the good works 
he did, and the inſtances of his power, ſay- 
ing, He ſaved others; himſelf be ca not ſave. 
Others laid, Let bim come down from the 


„ 


162 LIFE OF CHRIST. 


Croſs, if he be the King of the Jews, and «ce 
will be ieve in him. And of the two mal- 
efactors that were crucifted with him, one 
reviled him, ſaying, [/ thou be Chrift, ſave 
thyſelf and us. But the other thief whom 
the preſent pains and circumſtances of ſe- | 
ſus's paſſion had ſoftened and made belie- | 
ving, reproved his fellow for not fearing | 
God, confeſſing that they ſuffered deſer- | 
vedly, but Jeſus lawlefly, and then praycd | 
to Jeſus, Lora remember me, when thou com- | 
eſt into thy kingdom : Which miraculous 
converfion Jeſus entertained with a ſpeedy | 
promiſe of a very great felicity, promiſing | 
that vn the very day he ſhould be with | 
him 1n paradiſe. 

While theſe things were doing, the whole 
frame of nature ſeemed to be diffolved and 
out of order, becauſe the Lord and Creator 
ſuffered, for the ſun was ſo darkened, that 
the ſtars appeared, and the eclipſe was to 
prodigious, the moon not being then in con- 
junction, but full, as was noted by Phlegon 
the freed man of the Roman Emperor A- 
drian, by Lucian, and Dionyſus while he 
was yet a heathen, all excellent ſcholars, 
great hiſtorians and philoſophers, who allo 

noted the day of the week, and hour of the 
day, agreeing in all circumſtances, for the 
ſur, was hid from beholding ſuch a prodigy 
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of wickedneſs and ſadneſs, and provided a 
yell for the nakedneis of Jeſus, that the 
women might be preſent, and himſelf die 
with modeſty. 

The clip and the paſſion began at the 
ſixth hour, and continued tothe ninth, about 
which time, Jeſus being tormented with 
the unſufferable load of his father's wrath, 
due for our fins, and wearied with pains 
and heavineſs, cryed out, My God, My God, 
why baſt thou forſazen me ! And as tis tho't 
repeated the whole 22d Pſalm, which is an 
admirable narrative of the paſſion, full of 
prayers and complaints at firſt, and a de- 
ſcription of his pains, and thankſgiving, 
joy and prophecy at the laſt, but theſe firſt 
words it is recorded he ſpake i in a language 
of itſelf, or elſe by reaſon of diſtance, was 
not underſtood, for they thought he cal- 
led for Elias to take him from the croſs. 

Then Jeſus being in an agony, ſaid, I 
thirſt, and one ran and filled a ſponge with 
vinegar, wrapping it with hyſop, and put 
it on a reed, that he might drink. The 
vinegar and ſponge were in executions of 
condemned perſons, to ſtop the two vio- 
lent iſſues of blood, and prolong the death, 
but were offered to him in ſcorn mingled 
with gall, to make the mixture more hor- 
rid and nauſeous, but Jeſus taſted it only, 
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and refuſed the draught. And now know. 
ing that the prophecies were fulfilled, and 
his torments ſatisfactory, he ſaid, it is fin- 
iſhed, and crying with a loud voice, Fath- 
er into thy hands I commend my ſpirit, he 
bowed his head, and yielded up his fpirit 
into the hands of God, and died haſtening 
to his fathers' glories, to ſhine in the 
other world. 

Then the veil of the temple, which ſe- 
parated the Moſaic ceremonies from the 
eyes of the people, rent in the midſt, from 
the top to the bottom, and the angels pre- 
ſidents of the temple, called to each other 
to depart from their feats, and ſo great an 
earthquake happened, that the rocks did 
rend, the mountains trembled, the graves 
opened, and the bodies of dead perſons 
aroſe, walking from their burying places 


to the holy city, and appeared unto many, 


and ſo great apprehenſions and amazement 


happened to all them that ſtood by, that 
they departed ſmiting their breaſts with 
ſorrow and fear, and the centurion that 


attended at the execution, ſaid, certainly 


this was the ſon of Ged. 


* 
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THE HYMN. 


W EN our forlorn and helpleſs ſtate, 
None could relieve beſide ; 

Then at th' appointed time our Lord, 

For the ungodly dy'd. 


Who eier redeem'd a juſt man's life, 
By laying down bis own ? 

Perhaps there may ſuch gen'rous love, 
To 2 good man be ſhown, 


But the tranſcendent love of God, 
All human doth excel; 

And ſhines moſt gloriors in our eye, 
Beyond, all parellel. 


For when obnaxious to his wrath, 
We wretched ſinners ſtood ; 
Then his own ſon came to atone 
Our guilt with. his own blood. 


Much more then when that precious blood, 
Has clear'd our guilty ſcore, 

Shall we be.from the, wrath to come, 
Reſcu'd for evermore. 


For if the death of Chriſt ſo far 
God's wrath could pacify, 
As to procure his very fees 
A league of amity.; 


Much more ſhall we when through his death, 
God's favor we regain, 

Through his exalted, glorious life, 
Eternal bliſs obtain. | 


N more, we in our God rejoice, 
hrough -Jeſus. Chriſt our Lord, 
By whole atonement we are now 
To his free love reſtor'd. 
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But becauſe the next day was the Jews 
Sabbath, and a feſtival of the paſchal lamb 
beſides, the Jews haſtened that the bodies 

| ſhould be taken from the croſs, and there. Cc 
fore ſent Pilate to haſten their death, by d 
breaking their legs, that before ſunſet they tc 
might be taken away, according to the It 
commandment, and be buried. The ſol- Ii 
diers therefore came and brake the legs 
of the two thieves, but eſpying and won- 
derwg that Jelus was already dead, they 
break not his legs; for the ſcripture fore- 
told, that a bone of him ſhould not be 
broken, but a ſoldier with his launce 
pierced his fide, and immediately there 
ſtreamed out two rivulets of water & blood. 
Some of the primitive fathers give an 
account, that the holy virgin mother 
(whoſe ſoul during the whole paſſion was 
pierced with a ſword, and ſharper ſorrows, 
tho' ſhe was ſupported by the comforts of 
faith and thoſe holy predict ions of his re- 
{urrection, and future glories, which Mary 
had laid up in her heart againſt this great 
day of trial) now that ſhe ſaw her bleſſed 
Son had ſuffered all that our neceſſities, 
and their malice could require or inflict, 
cauſed ſome of his followers, with whom 
ſhe joined, to take her dead ſon from the 
crols, which ſhe kiſſed and embraced with 
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all the endearments that could be expreſ- 
ſed by a ſorrowful mother, weeping for her 
dead ſon. Yet the was highly ſatisfied by 
conſidering that now that great myſtery, 
determined by divine predeſtination, be- 
tore the beginning of all ages was tulfilled 
in her ſon, and the paſſion that was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, was now accompliſhed, 

She therefore firſt bathes his body with 
her warm tears, and delivering a winding 
napkin to Joſeph of Arimathea, gave him 
a charge to enwrapt the body, and embalm 


and do all the funeral rights, to compoſe 5 


it decently to the grave, having firſt ex- 
horted him to make a public confeſſion 


of his faith, as to the divinity of our holy 1 


redeemer, which he had only hitherto made 
profeſſion of in private. Joleph obeyed 
the council of ſo excellent a perſon, and 


ventured upon the diſpleaſure of the Jews 


iſh rulers, and went confidently to Pilate, 
and begged the body of Jeſus, 


Joſeph therefore takes the body, binds -- 


his head with a napkin, waſhes the body, 
anoints it with ointment, and a compoſi- 
tion of myrrh and aloes, and brings it to the 


tomb, which he himſelf had hewn out of 
a rock; all theſe circumftances being uſed ' 


by the Jews i in their funerals ; Lut it was 
not lawful to inter 5 condemned perſon in 
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their common burying places. When the 
{un was ſet, the chief Prieſts and Phariſees 
went to Pilate, telling him that Jeſus while 
he was living, foretold his own reſurrecti- 
on on the third day, and left his diſci- 
ples ſhould come and ſteal the body, and 
{ay he was riſen from the dead, deſired 
that the ſepulchre might be ſecured againſt 
the danger of any ſuch impoſture; Pilate 
gave them leave to do their pleaſure, they 
therefore ſealed the grave, rolled a great 
ſtone at the mouth of it, and as ancient tra- 
ditions ſay, bound it about with labels of 
iron and ſet a watch of ſoldiers, as if they 
intended to make it ſurer than the decree 
of fate, or the never failing laws of nature, 

When it was yet early in the morning, 
upon the firſt day of the week, Mary Mag- 
dalen, and Mary the mother of James and 
Salome, brought ſweet ſpices to the ſep- 
ulchre, that they might again embalm the 
holy body, for the rites of embalming a- 
mong the Hebrews, uſed to laſt forty days, 
their love being not ſatisfied with what Jo- 
ſeph had done. They therefore haſtened to 
the grave, & after the expencethey had been 


at, began toconſider, who ſhould remove the 


ſtone, but they ſtill go on, their love carry- 
ing them through all difficulties. But when 


they came to the ſepulchre, they found the 


: 
{ 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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guard from whom they might expect op. 
poſition affrighted and removed, and the 
ſtone rolled away, for juſt before there had 
been a great earthquake, and an angel de- 
ſcending from heaven, rolled away the 
ſtone, and ſat upon it, and the guards were 
like dead men. And ſome of them ran to 
the high prieſts, & told them what had hap- 
pened ; but they reſolving now to add to 
their iniquity by a new crime, hire the ſol- 
diers to tell an incredible and weak fable, 
that his diſciples came by night and ſtole 
him away: Tho?” the wit of man could not 
have invented more ſtrong ſecurity tha: 


they did to prevent any ſuch deſign than 


themſelves had. 

The women entered into the ſ{epulchre, 
and miſſing the body of Jeſus, Mary Mag- 
dalen went to the eleven Apoſtles, com- 
plaining that the body of our Lord was not 
to be found, Then Peter and John ran 
as faſt as they could to ſee for the unexpect- 
edneſs of the relation made them to doubt 
of the truth, their faith of his reſurrection 
not being yet fixed in them, and the ſparks 
thereof not raiſed into a flame. They look- 
ed into the ſepulchre, and not finding the 
body there, they returned; by this time 
Mary Magdalen, and the women who ſtood 
weeping for theit Lord's body, faw the two 
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angels ſitting in white, the one at the head, an 
and the other at the feet, at which unex- Pc 
pected fight, they trembled and bowed t0 
themſelves, but the angels bid them not Wy 
fear: telling them, that Jeſus of Nazareth W 
who was crucified was alſo riſen, and was * 
not there, and made them call to mind : 


what Jeſus had told them in Galilee, con- 
cerning his crucifixion, and reſurrection 
the third day. | < 

And Mary turned herſelf back, and faw 
Jeſus, but ſuppoſing him to be the garden- | 
er, ſhe ſaid to him, fir, if you have borne | 
him hence, tell me where thou haſt laid him, | 
and I will take him away; but Jefus ſaid 
unto her, Mary. Then ſhe knew his yoice, 
and with extaſy of joy and wonder, was 
ready to have fallen at his feet, and embra- 
ced them, but he commanded her not to 
touch him, but to go to his brethren, and 
ſay I aſcend to my father, and your father, 
my God, and your God. Mary departed 
full of joy and ſatisfaction, and told theſe 
things to the apo, butherrelation ſeem- 
ed altogether fantaſtic and imaginary. A- 
bout the ſame time alſo Jeſus appeared to 
Simon Peter; and towards evening to two 
of his diſciples going diſconſolately to Em- 
aus, and diſcourſing of the late occuren- 
ces, Jeſus puts himſelf in their company, 


* 
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and upbraids their incredulity, and ex- 
pounds the icriptures, that Chriſt ought 
to ſuffer, and riſe again the third day, and 
in breaking of bread, diſappeared, and ſo 
was known to them by vaniſhing away, 
whom, when preſent, they knew not: and 
inſtantly they haſten to Jeruſalem, and 
told the diſciples what had happened. 
While they were there, the ſame day at 
evening, when the diſciples were aſſembled 
all but Thomas, ſecretly for fear of the 
Jews, the doors being ſhut, Jeſus came 
and ſtood in the midſt of them, and they 
were exceedingly troubled, {uppoting it 
had been a ſpirit. But Jeſus confuted 
them by appealing to their ſenſes, and 
letting them feel his fleſh and bones, which 
{pirits have not ; at which ſight they re- 
joiced with exceeding joy, and began to 


be reſtored to their languiſhing hopes of 


ſome future felicity, by the return of their 


Lord to life; and there he firſt breathed 
en them, giving themthe Holy Ghoſt, and 
performing the promiſe twice made before 


his death, ſaying, Hhoſuever fins je remit, 


ſhall be remitted to them, and whoſoever fins 
ye retain, they are retained, Theſe things 
Thomas was acquainted with, and reſol- 
ved not to believe, unleſs he might put his 
finger into the holes in his hands, and his 
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hands into his fide ; which Jeſus, 8 days 
after, at another appearance tothe apaſſtles, 
made demonſtration of to him, but with a 
mild reproof to his unbelief, promiſing a 
ſpecial bleſling to all ſucceeding ages of 
the church, for they are ſuch as ſaw not, 
but yet believed. 

But Jeſus at his early appearing had 
ſent an order by the women, that the diſ- 
ciples ſhould go into Galilee, and they did 
ſo a ter a few days; and Simon Peter be- 
ing there, went a fiſhing, and ſix other of 
the apoſtles with him, to go to the ſea of 
Tiberias, where they labored all night, 
and caught nothing. Towards the morn- 
ing Jeſus appeared to them, and bid them 
cCaſt the net on the right fide of the ſhip, 


which they did, and incloſed one hundred 
and fifty great fiſhes ; by which prodigious | 


draught, John the beloved diſciple per- 
ceived it was the Lord. At which inſtant, 
Peter threw himſelt into the ſea, and went 
to Jeſus, and when the reſt were come a- 
ſhore, they all dined with broiled fiſh. — 
After dinner Jeſus taking care of thoſe 
ſcattered ſheep which were diſperſed over 
the face of the earth, that he might gather 
them into one ſheep- fold, under one ſhep- 


herd, aſked Peter, Simon ſon of Jonas, 


loceft thou me more than theſe ? Peter an- 
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ſwered, Yea, Lord, thou knoweſt all things; 
thou knoweſt that I love thee. Then Jeſus 
ſaid unto him, Feed my ſheep. And Jeſus 
aſked him the ſaine queſtion, and gave him 
the ſame precept, the ſecond and third 
time; and after intruſting this charge to 
him, Jeſus told him, that the reward he 
ſhould have in this world, ſhould be a 
ſharp 'and honorable martyrdom ; he 
likewiſe checks Peter's curioſity in inqui- 
ring what ſhould become of the beloved 
diſciple, and anſwered his queſtion with 
{ome ſharpneſs of reprehenſion, and no 
| frm ; VI will that he tarry till 


come, what is that to thee * Which made 


them ſuppole he. ſhould not die, but they 
were miſtaken ; for though John lived till 
after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, not- 
withſtanding the attempts of perſecutors, 


and the miraculous eſcape from Pe. | 


torments, yet he died a natural death 
when he was about ninety years of age. 
After this, Jeſus having appointed a ſo- 
lemn meeting for all the brethren that 
could be collected from the diſperſion, and 
named a certain mountain in Galilee, ap- 


peared to 500 brethren at once, and this 


was his moſt public and folemn manifeſ- 


tation; and while Se doubted, Jeſus 
came according to the deſignation, and 


ſpake to the eleven diſciples ſending them 
to preach to all the world, repentance and 
remiſſion of ſins in his name, pror-ifing to 
be with them to the end of the world.— 
Laſt of all, when the apoſtles were at din- 
ner, he appeared unto them, upbraiding 
their unbelief, and then opened their 
underſtandings that they might diſcern 
the ſenſe of fcripture, and again com- 
manded them to preach the goipel to all 
the world, giving them power to do mira- 
cles, to caſt out devils, to cure diſeaſes, 
and inſtituted the ſacrament of baptiſm, 
which he commanded (together with the 
good tidings of the goſpel) ſhould be ad- 
«miniſtered to all nations in the name of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Then he led them into Judea, and they 
came to Bethany, and from thence to the 
mount of Olives, and he commanded them 
to ſtay in Jeruſalem, till the Holy Ghoſt, 
the promiſe of the Father fhould deſcend 
upon them, which ſhould be accompliſned 
in a few days, and then they ſhould know 
the times and the ſeaſons, and all things 
neceffary for their miniſtration and ſervice, 
and propagation of the goſpel ; and while 
he diſcourſed many things concerning the 
kingdom, behold a cloud came and part- 
ed Jeſus from them, and carried him in 
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their fight up to heaven, where he fits at 
the right hand of God, bleſſed forever. 
While the apoſtles ſtood gazing up to 
heaven, two angels appeared to them, and 
told them, that Jeſus ſhould come 1n like 
manner as he was taken away, with glory 
and majeſty in the clouds, and with the 
miniſtry of angels. Amen. Come, Lord 
Feſus, come quickly. | | 


THE PRAYER. 


() Holy and eternal Jeſus, who 7455 0» 
vereome death, and triumphed over all the 


powers of hell, darkneſs, fin, and the grave, 
minifeſting the truth of thy* 7 the © 
power of thy divinity, the majeſty of thy per- 
ſon, the rewards of thy glory, and the mer- 
cies and excellent deſigns of thy evangelical 
king dom, by thy glorious and powerful reſur- 
rection, preſerve our ſouls from eternal death, 
and make us to riſe from the death of ſin, 
and to live the life of grace, loving thy per- 
fections, adering thy mercy, purſuing the in- 
tereſt of thy kingdom, being united to the © 
church, under Thee our Hegd, conforming 
to thy holy laws, eftabliſhed in"faith, enter- 
tained and confirmed with à modęſt, bumble, _ 
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and certain hope, and ſanctiſied by charity); 
and engraving Thee in our hearts. Submit. 
ting to Thee in our ſpirits, and imitating 
© Thee in thy glorious example, we may be par- 
takers of thy reſurrection, which is our hope 
and our deſire, the ſupport of our faith, the 
objett of our joy, and the ſtrengih of our con- 
fidence—In Thee, holy Jeſus, do we truſt ; 
we confeſs thy faith ; we believe all that thou 
| baſt taught ; we deſire to perform all thy in- 
junctions; gur fouls are in thy hand, do thou 
fupport and guide them, and pity our infirmi- 
ties, and when thou ſball appear al the great 
day, ſhew to us the effects of thy advocate- 
Hip, interceſſion and redemption. Thou ſhalt 
anſwer for us O Lord, for in Thee have 
we trufted, let us never be confounded. . Thou 
art juſt, thou art merciful, thou art gracious 
and compaſſionate : thou haſt done miracles 
and prodigies to us, and all the world; Let 
not thoſe great actions and ſufferings be thef- 


fectual, but make us capable and receptive ef 


all thy met cies, and then we are certain 10 
receive them; we are thine, O ſave us, thou 
art ours, O holy Jeſus; O dwell with us for 
ever, and let us dwell with Thee, adoring 
and praifing the eternal glories of "God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 
Our Father, Ce. 
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Holy Evangeliſts, and Apoſiles, with their 
Martyrdoms, for preaching the Gojpel 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 


FTER the diſciples had been 
ſpectators of our blefſed Redeemer's aſ- 
cenſion into heaven, they returned to Je- 
ruſalem, and continued there in prayers 
and ſupplications in their diſtreſſed con- 
dition, the whole city being ſet againſt 

theſe poor innocent people; they have 
neither lands nor revenues to maintain 
them, nor friends at Court to ſupport them 
againſt their enemies, to whom the name 
of Jeſus was hateful, and his followers 
reckoned to be adverſaries to the govern- 
ment; and though in this forlorn ſtate, 
they comforted themſelves with the pre- 
cious promiſes their dear maſter left them 
at his departure, yet their preſent condi- 
tion {ſeemed very deplorable to human 
appearance; but atter they had continued 
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thus diſconſolate about ten days, our bleſ. 
ſed Lord performed his promiſe, by ſend- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt, the comforter, by 
whom they received fortitude and cou- 
rage to go forth into the world, and by 
having the gift of tongues, and ſpeaking 
to the underſtanding of people of all na- 
tions and languages, they were capable of 
inſtructing them in the higheſt myſteries 
of chriſtianity, and to convince and con- 
found their moſt ſubtle oppolers ; by theſe 
divine aids they preached with ſuch effi- 
cacy, that St. Peter converted three thou- 
tand ſouls in one day, by one ſermon, and 


in a few years the chriſtian doctrine was 


ſo diſperſed over the world, that the Ro- 
man Emperors were apprehenſive of their 
numbers ; moſt countries under the em- 
pire being filled with multitudes of them; 


and in proceſs of time, though they ſuf- 


fered the greateſt torments from their en- 
emies, yet their faith triumphed over the 
torments, whips, and ſwords of the migh- 
ty tyrants of the earth, when there was 
no temptations of profit, pleaſure, or ad- 


vantage, but on the contrary, pain, miſe- 


ry, and the moſt cruel deaths attended 

the ſame. EO 2 
After the death of Judas the traitor, 

who firſt hanged himſelf, and falling head- 
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long from the gibbet, he burſt aſunder in 
me midſt, and all his bowels guſhed out. 
it is ſuppoſed that the Apoſtles went in- 
to ſeverai countries to publiſh the glad 
| tidings of ſalvation ; of whole preaching 
and martyrdom-I ſhall give a briet ac- 
count, and begin with St. Matthew. 
. C rn ener rn rnrnerenenn 
De Life and Martyrdom of St. T- 
| THEM” the Apoſtle and Evengclift, who 
was ſlain with an halbert in Ethiopia, 


His feſtival is by the Weſtern church, c<lchrated Sept. 22. 


Ir. MATTHEW, alſo called LE VI, 
Ja city belonging to the tribe of Zebulon, 
' I where our Saviour was brought up, was“ 
the ſon of Alpheus and Mary, ſiſter or 
kinſwoman to the blefled Virgin. His 
| way of life was that of a publican, or 
lf tolk-gatherer, an office ſcandalous among 
the Jews, though a place of power, credit 
and reputation among the Romans, and 
conferred upon Knights and perſons of 
quality, but were covetous and great op- 
preſſors; of which, doubtleſs, Zaccheus, 
who was one of them, was ſenfible, when 
after his converſion, he offered four fold 
in way of reſtitution, to thoſe from whom 
he had taken any thing by fraud, and e- 
vil practices; and upon this account, the 
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publicans became infamous among the 
Gentiles alſo; the Jews deteſted them, 
becaule this tribute was not only a grie- 
vance to their purſes, but an invaſion of 
the hberties of their nation, they being 
declared immediately by God himſelf, a 
tree-born people, and therefore reckoned 
this as a ſtanding inſtance of their flave- 
ry; ſo that theſe officers were abhorred 
by them to that degree, that it was un- 
lawful to ſhew them any common kind- 
nels. 

Of this employment was St. Matthew, 
who is thought to have gathered the cuſ- 
toms of ſuch goods as came by fea, 
from Galilee, and the pay of paſſengers 
that went by water ; they kept their Cul- 
tom-houſe by the ſea fide, to be near at 
hand, and here it was that St. Matthew 


had his office, or receipt of cuſtom ; when 


our Saviour having cured a man grie- 
vouſly tortured with the pally, retired out 
of Capernaum, to the fea ſide, where he 
taught the people that followed him in 
great numbers, and eſpying Matthew fit- 
ting in his Office, called to him to come 
and follow him; the man was rich, hav- 
ing a gainful trade, yet he left all his in- 


tereſts and relations to become our Lord's 
diſciple. 
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After he was elected into the Apoſtle- 
ſhip, he continued with the reſt 'till our 
Lord's aſcenſion, and then for the firſt 
eight years, it is recorded he preached up 
and down Judea, after which, being to 
partake himſelf to the converſion of the 
Gentile world, the converted Jews en- 
treated him to commit to writing, the 
hiſtory of our Lord's live and actions, to 
leave it as a ſtanding record of whit he 
had preached to them; accordingly he 
compoſed his goſpel. We have little ac- 
count of the ſufferings and troubles he 
underwent for the advancement of the 
chriſtian faith. Some write that he went 
into Parthia, and having ſucceſsfully plant- 
ed the goſpel in thoſe parts, he travelled 
thence into Ethiopia, where by his preach= 
ing and miracles, he mightily triumphed 
over error and idolatry. 

As to the manner of his death, it 1s 
related by ſome, that he went into the 
country of the Cannibals, or Men-eaters, 
where Chriſt appeared to him in the form 
of a beautiful youth, and gave him-a 
wand, which he pitching in the ground, 
it immediately grew up into a tree; that 
he alſo miraculouſly converted the Prince 
of the Country, and after all, died in 
peace, and was molt ſumptuouſly buried; 
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but others of the ancients, with as much 
probability affirm, that he ſuffered mar. 
tyrdom, or was flain with a ſword, at a 
city in Ethiopia. 

He was a preat inſtance how much 
power religion has to alter the temper of 
a man, who being a ſtranger to Chrift, 
and in very advantageous worldly circum- 
ſtances, yet no ſooner did our bleſſed re- 
deemer call him, but without the leaſt 
ſcruple or diſſatisfaction, he not only re- 
nounced his gainful incomes, but hazar- 
ded the diſpleaſure of his maſters the Ro- 
mans, in whoſe ſervice he was employed, 
to leave bis accounts entangled, and con- 


fuſed behind him. 

This Apoſtle having written his goſpel, 
as we have ſaid, at the intreaty of the 
Jewiſh converts, though others ſay, it was 
by the command of the Apoſtles, while 
he was in Paleſtine, eight years after our 
Saviour's crucifixion, it was carried by 
St. Bartholomew into India, and left tliere; 
he writ it in Hebtew, as primarily deſign- 
ed for the uſe of his countrymen. It was 
no doubt ſoon after tranſlated into Greek, 
ſome by St. John, others by St. James 
the leſs. This Hebrew copy was found 
at Tiberius, by Joſephus, ayew, and af- 
ter his converſion, a man of great honor 


: Rome, 3 745 221 "IS; 
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and eſteem in the days of Conſtantine the 
Great; one of the ancients aſſures us, 
there was another copy kept in the hbra- 
ry of Cælerea, in his time, and another by 
the Nazarenes at Berea, from whom he 
had the liberty to tranſcribe it, and after- 
wards tranſlated it into Greek and Latin. 
A copy alſo ot this goſpel was dug out of 
the grave of Barnabas, at Cyprus, tran- 
ſeribed with his own hand, but theſe cop- 

ies are Jong ſince periſhed. | 


The Life of St. MARK, the Evangelist, 
who wes dragged through the ſtreets in a 
City of Egypt till he expired. 

His feſtival is obſerved by the Roman church, April 25. 


| HOUGH this great Evangeliſt 
feems to have a Roman name, Mark or 
Marcus, yet doubtleſs he was born of 
Jewiſh parents, originally deſcended from 
the Tribe of Levi, and of the Prieſtly 
line; the reaſon- for changing bis name 
from Jewiſh to Roman,, was probably 
from ſome great accident of his life, uſu- 
al among the Jews, when travelling to the 
European Provinces of the Roman Em- 
pire, he being then young to 2 or 
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By the ancients he is thought to be one 
of the ſeventy diſciples, who 'taking ex- 
ception at our Saviour's diſcourſe of eat- 
ing his fleſn, and drinking his blood, went 
back and walked no 'more with him at 


_ that time, but was ſeaſonably reduced and 


reclaimed by St. Peter ; but others as 
ſtrenuouſly affirm, that he was no hearer 
nor follower of Chriſt, and therefore could 
be none of them, who upon that occaſion 
forſook him. He was converted by ſome 


of the Apoſtles, and probably by St. Pe- 


ter, who calls him his ſon Marcus, and 
who was b conſtant attendant in his 
travels, and {Aid to be his emanuenſis, or 
writer ot what the Apoſtle dictated, and 
likewiſe his interpreter. For though the 
Po s were divinely mſpired, and had 

he gift of languages, yet the interpreta- 
un of tongues was a. privilege moie pe- 


culiar to ſome than others. This might 


probably be St. Mark's talent, in expoun- 

ding St. Peter's diſcourſes and writings, 

to thole who did not underſtand them. 
He accompanied St. Peter in his Apoſ- 


tolical progreſs, in preaching the Goſpel 


in Italy and Rome, as it is related, where, 
at the requeſt of the Chriſtians in thoſe 
parts; he compoſed his goſpel. By St. 
Peter he was ſent to plant chriſtianity in 
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Egypt, and reſided in and about Alexan- 
dria-for ſome time, and was fo -fucceſsful 
in his miniſtry, that he converted multi- 
tudes of all ranks and degrees, to the em- 
bracing of the Chriſtian faith, and an ex- 
traordinary profeſſion thereof. 

St. Mark did not confine his miniſtry 
to Alexandria, and the Eaſtern parts ot 
Egypt, but traveiled Weſtward to Lybia, 
Marmaria, and Pentapolis, where, though 
the people were barbarous, yet, by his 
preaching and miracles, the golpel pre 
vailed, he not leaving them 'till he hae 
gained and confirmed tbem in the profeſ- 
ſion of the faith; returning to Alexan- 
dria, he preached freely, and ſet in order 


the affairs of the church, and wiſely pro- 


vided for ſucceſſion, by conſtituting gO- 
ernors and paſtors of it; but the reſtleſs 
enemies of the ſoul of man, would no: 
ſuffer him long to hve in quiet. 

About the time of Eaſter, happened 
the: great ſolemnity of tne Egyptian De- 
ity Serapis; when the minds of the peo- 
ple being paſkonately excited to a vindi- 
cation of the honor of their heathen Idol, 
broke in upon St, Mark, in the time of 
Dwine Worſhip, and binding his feet with 
cord:, dragged him through the ſtreets, 


to a precapice near the ſea, and FIN him 
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into priſon for that night, where he was 
encouraged by a divine viſion, to conti- 
nue conſtant under the ruins of his ſhat- 
tered body. Early the next morning, 
theſe blood-hounds renewed their barba- 
rities, dragging him about in the ſame 
manner, till his fleſh being raked off, and 
his blood ſtreaming all the way, his ſpir- 
its failed him, and he expired, but their 
malice ended not with his life, for it 1s 
recorded, that when he was dead, they 
burnt his body, and the Chriſtians care- 
fully gathering his aſhes, decently buried 
them near the place where he was wont 
to preach, and put them 1n an urn, which, 
with much ſolemnity, was afterwards re- 
moved from Alexandria to Venice, where 
we are told 1t now hes interred, and 15 re- 
ligiouſly honored by the people: St. Mark 
being adopted to be the Tutelar Saint of 
that Republic, ahd has as magnificent a 
Church erected to his memory, as the 
World can boaſt of. He is reported to 
haveſuffered martyrdom April twenty-five, 
but whether in the reign of Claudius or 
Nero, is uncertain. As to his perſon, he 
was of a middle ſtature, as the ancients 
record, of a comely preſence, his noſe 
long, his eyes full of amiableneſs, and all 
the deſirable qualities of a lovely perſon. 
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The converts at Rome, 'not content to 
as have heard St. Peter preach, prefled St. 
i- W Mark, as we have ſaid, to commit to wri- 
t- ting what he preached ro them, by 
g. way of hiſtory, which he performed with 
I» much faithfulneſs and brevity, all which, 
© St. Peter, it is ſaid, peruſed and ratified 
q with his Apoſtolical authority, command- 
ing it to be owned and preſerved with the 
reſt of the canonical ſcripture, and his 
great impartiality in his relation doth 
clearly appear, that he is ſo far from con- 
'cealing or mollifying the ſhameful fall and 
denial of his dear muſter, and tutor, St. 
Peter, to whom he was ſo deeply engaged 
in the bands of love, that he records it 
with ſome particular weighty circumſtan- 
ces and aggravations, which the other E- 
vangeliſts have thought fit to omit. 

Some affirm, tliat his Goſpel was writ- 
ten originally in the Latin tongue, betauſe 
he publiſned it at Rome; but it is man- 
ifeſt by the moſt ancient authority, that 
the Jews, who Heard St. Mark preach, 
being ſtrangers at Rome, knew but very 
little Latin, the Greek being at that time 
the moſt faſhionable and communicate 
— 1 in the World, nor can any good 
reaſon be aſſigned why it ſhould be more 
inconvenient tor St. Mark (o write us 
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Goſpel in Greek, for the uſe of the Ro. 
mans, than that St. Paul ſhould 1n thatvery 
language write his epiſtle to the church 
there. 

The original Greek copy, written with 
St. Mark's own hand, is ſaid to be extant 
at Venice to this day, being written as 
ſome inform us, at Aquilea, and thence 
after many hundred years, tranſmitted to 
Venice, where it is ſtill preſerved as an 
ancient monument, but the letters ſo de- 
taced by time, as not legible, but 1t being 
of no conſequence as to the authenticneſs 
2 its original, it is not worth contending 
or. 


The Life of St. LUKE the Evangeliſt, who 
was hanged uhon an Olive tree in Greece. 


His feſtival is obſerved October 18. 


Ir. LUKE was born at Antioch, the 
metropolis of Syria, eminent for the pleaſ- 
antnels of its ſoil, the riches of its traffic, 
the wiſdom of its Senate, the learning of 
its profeſſors, and the civility and polite- 
neſs of the inhabitants, celebrated by the 

s of ſome of the moſt, eloquent of that 
2005 but particularly renowned for the 
honor, that here it was that the diſciples 


vuVere firſt called Chriſtians. It is record- 
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ed, that he ſtudied at moſt ſchools both 
of Greece and Egypt, whereby he became 
learned in all human ſciences, but he more 
particularly applied himſelf to the practice 
of phyſic, for which the Grecian Acade- 
mies were very famous, beſides which he 
is faid to be ſkilful in the art of painting, 
and three or four famous pieces are ſhew- 
ed in Italy, ſaid to be his drawings; 
there is alſo an ancient inſcription in the 
Via Laftea at Rome, in an old vault near 
the church of St. Mary, ſuppoſed to have 
been the place where St Paul dwelt, 
wherein mention is made of the picture 
of the bleſſed virgin, which the Italians 
call a Madona, or Lady, that with fix. 
others were drawn by the ſame Evangeliſt. 

St. Luke was no doubt a Jewiſh proſ- 
elyte, Antioch abounding with men of 
that nation, who had their ſynagogues and 
ichools of education, and ſuppoſed to be 
one of the ſeventy difciples, and likewiſe 
one of the two who were going to Ema- 
us, to whom the Lord appeared in their 
way; theſe ſeem only conjectures.; for 
beſides other arguments, he himſelf con- 
feſſed plainly, that he was not from th# 
beginning an eye witneſs and miniſter of 
the word. It is therefore more probable 


that he was convggted by St. Paul during 
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his abode in Antioch ; and became ever 
after his inſeparable companion, and fel. 
low-laborer in, the work of the miniſtry, 
eſpecially after his going Into Macedonia, 
from which time, in recording the hiſtory 
of St. Paul's travels, he upon all occaſi- 
ons, ſpeaks of himſelf in his own perſon ; 
he attended 1n all his dangers, and at his 
ſeveral arraignments at Jeruſalem, and in 
his hazardous voyage to Rome; and it is 
probable. he did not leave St. Pau), *till he 
had: finiſhed his courſe, and crowned all 
his ſufferings with martyrdom ; though 
ſome aver that he left the Apoſtle at 
Rome, and returned back into the Eaſt ; 
travelling into Egypt, and the parts of 
Lybia, where according; to his cuſtora he 
preached the Goſpel, wrought miracles, 
converted multitudes, conſtituted miniſ- 
ters, and that himſelf became Biſhop of 
Thebais. | 
He wrote two, books for the uſe and 
benefit of the church, his goſpel, and the 
71 hiſtory of the acts of the Apoſtles, both 
Wo. which he dedicated to Theophilus. ; ſome 
bol the ancients ſuppoſe this to be a feign- 
ace name, denoting no more than a lover 
of Gd. a title common to, every chriſti- 
gan. Others, that it was the proper name 
h a particular perſon, * ſtle of Moſt 
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Excellent, being in thoſe times the prop- 
er form of addreſs to princes and great 
men; and that he was of Conſular digni- 
ty, and a Nobleman of Antioch, who, 
when converted by St. Peter, gave his 
houſe to the church for their public and 
ſolemn worthip ; and others think he 
might be ſome chief man in authority, 
whom St. Luke had converted and bap- 
tized, to whom he dedicated theſe books, 
as a teſtimony of honorable reipeA, and 
a mean of giving him farther ligbt into 
the certainty of thoſe things, wherein he 
had been inſtructed by him; he expreſs- 
ly telling us, that his intelligence in thoſe 
matters was derived from fuch as were eye- 


witneſſes and miniſters of the word from 


the beginning, having delivered nothing 
in his whole hiſtory, but what he had im- 
mediately received from perſons preſent 
at, and particularly concerned in the things 
he has left upon record. ä 


The occaſion of his writing his goſpel, 


ſeems to be partly to prevent thoſe falſe 
and ſcandalous reports, which, even at 
that time were raiſed by the enemies to 
the Chriſtian name; and partly to ſupply 
what was wanting in the two Evangeliſts 
who writ before him; which ſupplement 


is particularly _—— his whole 
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biſtory, by ſome of the primitive fathers ; 
the ſubj ect matter of the ſame being an 
account of what relates to Chriſt's Prieſt- 
ly office, and therefore the ancients in ac- 
commodating the Prophet Ezekiel's viſion, 
of four {ymbolical repreſentations to the 
four Evangeliſts, aſſigned the ox or calf to 
St. Luke. | 
His hiſtory of the Apoſtolic Acts, was 
undoubtedly written at Rome, at the end 
of St. Paul's two years impriſonment there, 
with which he concludes his ſtory ; which 
contains the actions, and ſometimes the 
ſufferings of ſome of the chiet Apoſtles, 
particularly St. Paul, whoſe activity in the 
cauſe of Chriſt and the Goſpel, made him 
have a deeper ſhare both 1n doing: and 
ſuffering ; and St. Luke being his con- 
ſtant attendant, and an eye-witneſs of the 
moſt confiderat/e tranſactions of his life, 
after his converſion; was the more capable 
of giving an accurate relation of them; 
- among other things he records thoſe won- 
derſu! miracles which the Apoſtles wrought 
for confirmation of the doctrine they dai- 
al preached. In both theſe books his 
ſtyle is clear, flowing with a natural ſweet- 
neis and grace; he was faithful in his rela- 
tions, elegant in his writing as a Miniſter, 
devout and pious as a Chriſtian, careful 
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and diligent for the good of ſouls, and to 
crown all, laid down his life for the teſli- 
mony of the Goſpel, which he had preach- 
ed and publiſhed to the world. 

An ancient author labors to prove, 
that he ſuffered martyrdom at Rome, af- 
ter St. Paul's firſt impriſonment there, 
and therefore did no farther proſecute the 
hiltory of the Acts of the Apoſtles, which 
he would undoubtedly have done, had he 
lived anv conſiderable time after St. Paul's 
departure. But Nicephorous, gives a par- 
ticular account, That travelling into 
Greece, he ſucceſsfully preached, and 
baptized many converts into the Chriftian 


faith, which ſo enraged the barbarians, 


that a crew of villains laying hold of him, 
tortured him in a moſt violent manner, 
and then dragging him to execution, de- 


ſigned to crucify him; but coming to the 


place where they intended to perpetrate 
the reſt of their villainy, they could not 
find a croſs to fix him upon, but lighting 
upon an olive tree, they hanged him 
thereon, in the eighty- fourth year of his 
age. His body was with great ſolemnit 


buried at Conſtantinople, by the com- 


mand of. Conſtantine the Great, or his 


fon, in that famous church erected there, 


de the memory of the Apoſtles, 
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ed of him in conjunction with his brother 


and maſter, being the diſciple whom Je- 
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The Life of St. 70 HN, the Evangeliſt and < 
Apoſtle, who was put into a chaldron of ; 
ſcalding oil, and efeaped unhurt, t 


His feſtiyal is celebrated December 27th. 


Or. JOHN was a Galilean, the fon 
of Zebedee and Salome, younger brother 
to St. James, together with whom he was 
employed in fiſting. By his coming to 
Chriſt, he ſeems for ſome time to have 
been a diſciple to John the Baptiſt, being 
probably that other diſciple that was with 
Andrew, when they left the Baptiſt to 
follow our Saviour, ſo particularly does 
he relate all circumſtances of theſe tranſ- 
actions, though modeſtly, as in other parts 
of his Goſpel concealing his own name. 
There is not much mentioned of him 
in ſacred writ more than what 1s record- 


James, he was peculiarly dear to his Lord 


ſus loved, witneſs his lying in our Savi- 


our's boſom, at the paſchal ſupper, as al- 
ſo when Peter was deſirous to know which 


of them our Saviour meant, when' he 


ſaid, one of them ſhould betray him, and 


durſt not himſelf propound the queſtion, 


he made uſe of St. John, to aſk our Lord. 
 +ageed. when Chriſt. was firſt apprehen- 
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d ded, he fled with the other Apoſtles, it 
f not being without probability of reaſon, 
that the ancients conceived him to have 
been that young man, who followed after 
our Saviour, having a linen cloth caſt a- 
bout his naked body, whom when the of- 
ficers laid hold upon, he left the cloth, 
and fled naked from them, but though 
he elcaped at preſent, to avoid that ſud- 
den violence which was offered him, yet 
he ſoon recovered himſelf, and returned 
to {eek his maſter, and waited upon him 
through the ſeveral paſſages of his trial, 
"till his crucifixion. Here it was that 
our Saviour appointed him guardian of his 
mother, and made her a part of his charge 
and care, At the firſt news of our. Lord's 
reſurrection, he accompanied Peter.to the 
ſepulchre, thoſe two Apoſtles having a 
more mutual intimacy than any of the 
reſt, and had ran many hazards together, 
and adhered cloſely to one another upon 
all occaſions. 
The ancients ſay, that after the death 


of the bleſſed Virgin, St. John went into 


Aſia, and applied himſelf wholly to the 
. propagating of chriſtianity, having plant- 
ed {everal famous churches there; after 


ſome years continyance there, he was dc- 


cuſed to Domitian, the bloody perlecu- 
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ting Roman Emperor, as a ſubverter of 
the religion of the Empire, by whoſe 
command the Conſul of Aſia ſent him 
bound to Rome, where it 1s related, he 
was put into a chaldron of burning oil; 
but the divine providence delivered this 
holy man from this ſeeming inevitable de- 
ſtruction unhurt ; the cruel emperor not 
being ſatisfied with this, orders him to be 


baniſhed to Patmos, a deſolate Iſland in 


Greece, where he remained ſeveral years, 
inſtructing the inhabitants in the faith of 
Chriſt. Here it was that about the latter 
end of Domitian's reign, he writ the book 
of the Revelations. 

Bloody Domitian being taken out of 
the way, Coicerus Nerva ſucceeded in the 
Empire, who Leing of a milder temper, re- 
pealed the barbarous edicts of his prede- 
ceſſor, re- calling thoſe that were baniſhed 
for the Chriſtian name, whereupon St. 
John leſt Patmos, and returned into Aſia, 
fixing his reſidence at Epheſus, where it 
is ſaid he writ three Epiſtles, which, with 
the apocalypfe, are all repoſed in the ſa- 
cred Canons, and umiverially admired. 
He lived *till the time of the Emperor 
Trajan, about the beginning of whole 
' reign, he departed this life, about the 
nir etyeninth year of his age, as is gene- 
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rally thought. But others ſuppoſe he 
died a martyr, becaule our Saviour told 
him and his brothers, that they ſhould 
drink of the cup, and be baptiſed with 
the baptiſm wherewith he was baptiſed, 
which was indeed literally fulfilled with 
his brother James ; yet though he was 
not murdered, he may truly be ſtyled a 
martyr, his being put into a veſſel of ſcal- 
ding oil, as we have noted, his many years 
baniſhment, and other ſufferings for the 
cauſe of Chriſt, juſtly challenging that 
title; it being not want of good will ei- 
ther in him, or his enemies, but the di- 
vine providence immediately over- ruling 
the power of nature, that prevented the 
malice of his adverlaries trom putting 
their cruel intentions into execution. 
Others deny that he died at all, but is 
{till alive ; the occaſion of which error is 
founded upon what paſſed between our 
bleſſed Saviour and St. Peter, concerning 
this Apoſt e, for Chriſt having told Peter 


what ſhould be his own fate, Peter en- 


quires what will become of, St. John, to 
whom our Lord anſwered, If I bill that 


he tarry till I come, what is that to the: ? 
which was miſunderſtood by the Apoſtles, 


though St. John himſelf, who records that 


pailage, inſerts a caution, that Jeſus did 
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not ſay he ſhould not die. From the M 7 
ſame original alſo came the tradition, that 
he only lay fleeping in his grave at Ephe- 
ſus, which ſtory was a long time current, 
He ſeems to have always led a ſingle life, 
and ſo the ancients tell us, that all the 
Apoſtles were married, except St. John 
and St. Paul. He had no great advanta- 
ges by human learning, but his want of 
it was abundantly ſupplied in his excel- 
lent temper ot mind and the furniture of 
divine graces, which he was adorned 
- withal, His humility was admirable, 
ſtudiouſty concealing his own worth and 
honor. He diſcovered a mighty affecti- 
on to the ſons of men, unwearied in 
ſpending himfelf for the ſervice. of - the 
Goſpel ; travelling from. Eaſt to. Welt, to 
leaven the World with that haly religion, 
which he was ſent to propagate. He wos 
extremely vigilent againſt heretics, coun- 
termining their artifices, antidot ing againſt 
the poiſon: of their errors, and auvoiding 
all communion and converſation th 
their perlons. | 
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The Life of St. PETER, the Apaſtle, who 
was crucified at Rome with his 
head downwards. 


His feſtival is celeb:ated June 20. 


T. PETER was born at Bethſaida, 
2 place that had the honor of our Savi- 
our's preſence, who reſiding uſually in thoſe 
parts, did often reſort thither. He is gen- 
erally thought to be about ten years older 
than his maſter, which the married con- 
dition, and the reſpect ſhewed him by the 
reſt of the Apoſtles for the gravity of his 
perſon, with other circumſtances, ſeems 
to confirm. Being circumciſed according 
to the law, his name then given him, was 
Simon, to which our bleſſed Lord added 
that of Cephas, ſignitying a ſtone, or 
rock, which is rendered Peter in Engliſh. 
He was brother to St. Andrew the Apol- 
tle, who firſt brought him to the know- 
ledge of the Goſpel, Their father was 
Jonah of Bethſaida, probably a fiſherman, 
who had the honor, as well as Zebedee, 
to have each of them two of their ſons 
among our Saviour's Apoſtles, though but 
twelve in number. Peter was employed 
in fiſhing in the ſea of Galilee, being one 
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hundred furlongs in length, and forty in 
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breadth, the waters clear and ſweet, and 
ſtored with ſeveral ſorts of choice fiſh. 

And here let us admire the wonderful 
methods. of divine providence, that ſuch 
low and mean men, ſhould be armed with 
divine power, as to ruin the kingdom of 
ſatan. The vile apoſtate Julian, object- 
ed againſt the prophets of the old teſta- 
ment, that they were a company of rude, 
illeterate men; but we find that theſe 
unlearned men and innocent Apoſtles, by 
the aſſiſtance of the Almighty, ſuddenly 
and powerfully prevailed over the learned 
world. 

Our Saviour deſigning to elect ſome 
peculiar perſons to propagate his goſpel 
through all nations, made choice of twelve 
to be his Apoſtles, and Simon Peter is by 
the Evangeliſts, in the front of them. It 
may be enquired when, and by whom the 
Apoſtles were baptiſed. Nicephorus re- 
lates, that of all the Apoſtles, Chriſt bap- 
tiſed none but Peter with his own hand, 
and Peter baptiſed Andrew, and the two 
ſons of Zebedee, and the reſt of the Apo- 


tles. Among the twelve our Saviour choſe 


three, who ſeem to be his near intimate 
companions, and whom he let into the 
maſt ſecret paſſages and tranſactions of 
kis life, namely, Peter, James, and John, 
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they being with him at the raiſing of Jai- 
rus's daughter, as allo at his transfigurati- 
on on the mount, where Peter deſired our 
Lord, that he might build three taberna- 
cles in memory of that great tranſaction: 
One author writes, that in purſuance of 
this petition, there were afterwards three 
churches built upon the top of this moun- 
tain ; and one writer reports, that in his 
time, they ſhewed the ruins of theſe three 
tabernacles, which were built according 
to St. Peter's deſire. 

After our Lord had entered Jeruſalem 
in triumph, he retired to Bethany, and 
diſpatched Peter and John, to make a 
preparation for the paſſover; accordingly 
they found the perlon whom he had de- 
{cribed to them, and followed him to his 
houſe, which, whether it was St. John the 
Evangeliſt, fituate near Mount Sion, of 
Simon the leper, or Nicodemus, or Joſeph 
of Arimathea, is uncertain. Theſe two, 
with St. James, accompanied him to the 
garden in his agony ; and Euſebius writes, 
that even' in his time, Chriſtians were 
wont to come thither, ſolemnly to offer 
up their prayers to God and Chriſt Jeſus, 
Our Lord being aſcended into Heaven, 
and having fulfilled his promiſe of ſending 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles: and diſci- 
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ples continued a while at Jeruſalem, being 
toſſed about only with gentle ſtorms, but 
upon occaſion of the martyrdom of St. 
Stephen, a violent perſecution fell upon 
them—which diſperſed them into ſeveral 
countries ; about the end of the reign of 
Caligula, that barbarous Roman Empe- 
Tor, Peter, after having viſited the church- 
es, returned to Jeruſalem, and Herod A- 
grippa, grandſon to Herod the great, hav- 
ing attained the kingdom of Judea, he, 
to ingratiate himſelf with the people, put 
St. James to death, and finding this grate- 
ful to the vulgar, apprehended Peter, and 
ſent him to priſon, placing ſtrong guards 
to ſecure him, but the Angel of the Lord 
delivered him in the night, before his en- 
emies deſigned to execute him; but be- 
fore this, he is ſaid to have gone down to 
Antioch, and to have planted the Chriſtian 
faith, and founded a church there, as Eu- 
ſebius and others record. 

After this he went to Rome, about the 
ſecond year of the Emperor Claudius, 
and being mindful of the Churches which 
' he had gathered in Pontus, Galatia, Cap- 
padocia, Bythinia, and Aſia the leſs, writ 
his firſt Epiſtle to them, and then took 
care to propagate the Chriftian faith in 
the Weſtern parts of the World; after 
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he had continued ſome years at Rome, 
the Jews raiſing ſeditions and tumults in 
the city, they were baniſhed from thence; 
among whom was St. Peter, who from 
thence returned back to Jeruſalem, and 
was preſent at the great Apoſtolical Synod, 
where the controverſy about the Moſaical 
rites was determined; ſome report, that 
he went into Britain, and converted ma- 
ny to Chriſtianity. But toward the end 
of Nero's reign, he returned to Rome, 
where he found the peoples' minds har- 
dened againſt embracing the Chriſtian 
Religion, by the ſubtilties and magick arts 
of Simon Magus; this impoſtor reſided 
in Samaria, where St. Phillip the Deacon, 
preached with much ſucceſs, confirming 
the ſame by miracles; however, Simon 
was in great reputation among the peo- 
ple, and ſtiled himſelf, The Great Power 
of God, and affirmed that he was the 
Supreme Deity, worſhipped by all nati- 


ons, the Apoſtle ent Peter and John from 


Jeruſalem, to Fhilip's aſſiſtance, who when 
they came thither, laid their hands upon 


the new converts, whereupon they pref- . 


ently received the Hcly Ghoſt, which, 


when Simon ſaw, he oftercd them money, 


if they would confer that power upon him. 
But Peter perceiving his vile 1wicntions, 
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ſcornfully rejected his impious offer, —. 
However, by his witchcrafts and ſorceries, 
he at length became acceptable to the 


Emperor, as well as the vulgar, Nero, that 


monſter had much veneration for him, be- 
ing patron of Magicians, and all thoſe who 
pretended to have commerce with the in- 
fernal powers, and Peter being returned to 
Rome, reſolved to encounter him, and 
diſcover the impoſtures and deluſions of 
this wretched man. 

About that time, an Eminent young 
gentleman, kinſman to the Emperor, di- 


ed at Rome, and the fame of Peter's hav- 


ing power to raiſe the dead, his friends 
were perſuaded to ſend for him, but oth- 


ers propoſed Simon Magus, who readily 


came, being glad of the occaſion to mag- 
nifty himielf before the people, and Peter 
being preſent, Simon alledged, that he 
had provoked the great power of God, 
and ſhould loſe his life if he did not raiſe 
the dead perſon, but if Peter prevailed, he 


himſelf would ſubmit to the ſame fate. 


Peter accepted the terms, and Simon be- 
gan his charms and enchantments, where- 


at the dead gentleman ſeemed to move his 


hand, upon which the people ſhouted, and 
cried he was alive, and talked to Simon, 
and began to aſſault Peter; the Apoſtle 
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intreated their patience, and told them, it 
was nothing but fancy and appearance, 
and that if Simon were removed from the 
bed- ſide, this deluſion would ſoon vaniſh; 
which done, the body remained without 
the leaſt fign of motion, Peter ſtanding 
at a good diſtance from the bed, filently 
made his addreſs to Heaven, and then, 
before them all, commanded the younz 
man in the name of the Lord Jeſus to a- 
riſe, which he did immediately, and ſpoke, 
walked and eat, and was by Peter reſto- 
red to his mother. The people thereupon 
altered their opinions, and fell upon Si- 
mon, with intent to have ſtoned him, but 
Peter begged his life, and told them, it 


would be puniſhment enough for him, to 


ſee, that in deſpite of his malice, the 
Kingdom of Chriſt would increaſe and 
flouriſh. AT HOO 
The Magician was inwardly tormented 
with his dekeat, and vexed to ſee the tri- 
umph of the Apoſtle, and muſtering up 
all his infernal powers, acquainted the 
people, that he was offended at the Gali- 
leans, as he called the Chriſtians, and 
therefore ſet a dav, when they ſhould ſee 


him fly up to Heaven ; accordingly, he 


went up to the top of the Capitol, and 


tlitowing himſelf thence, began his fliglit, 
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which the ſpectators beheld with wonder 
and admiration, affirming that it muſt be 
ſrom the power of God, and not of man; 
Peter ſtanding in the crowd, prayed to 
God, that the people might be undeceiy- 
ed, and that the vanity of the impoſtor 
might be diſcovered, to the confuſion of 
him, and ſhame of his admirers ; imme- 
diately the wings which he had made him- 
ſelf, began to fail, fo that he fell to the 
ground, miſerably bruiſed with the fall, 
and being carried to a neighboring village, 
died ſoon after. 

The end of this wretched man, com- 
ing to the Emperor's ear, baſtened St. 
Peter's death. Nero, no doubt had been 
formerly diſpleaſed with him, on account 

of bis Chriſtianity, and that he ſo ſtrictly 
Preached up temperance and chaſtity, and 
thereby reclaimed ſo many women 1n 
Rome from a diſſolute and vicious lite, 
which was fo diſagreeable to his wanton 
and laſcivious temper, to which he was a 
ſlave ; and being by his means robbed of 
his dear favorite and companion, he reſol- 
ved upon revenge, cauſed St. Peter, as al- 
ſo St. Paul, who was at that time at Rome, 
to be caſt into the maritime priſon, where 
they employed themſelves in preaching to 
the priſoners, and thoſe who viſited them; 
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and here it is ſuppoſed St. Peter writ his 
ſecond Epiſtle to the diſperſed Jews, to 
confirm them in the faith, and fortify 
them againſt thoſe pernicious principles 
and practices, which even then began to 
break in upon the Chriſtian Church. 

Nero returning from Achaia, and en- 
tering Rome with triumph, reſolved St. 
Peter ſhould fall a ſacrifice to his cruelty. 
Whilſt the fatal ſtroke was daily expect- 
ed, the Chriſtians at Rome earneſtly ſo- 
licited him to make his efcape, and re- 
ſerve himſelf for further ſervice to the 
Church ; which at length prevailed with 
him, and the next night, having prayed 
with, and taken his leave of the brethren, 
it is related, that he got over the priſon 
wall, and being come to the city gate, he 
ts there {aid to have met our Lord, who 
was juſt then entering the city; Peter, it 
is {aid, aſked. him, Lord, whither art thou 
going? From whom he preſently received 
this anſwer :. I am come to Rome to de 
crucified. the ſecond time ; by whith re- 
ply Peter apprehended himſelf to be re- 
proved, and that our Eord meant it of 
his death, that he was to be crucified as 
his ſervant, and ſo went back to the pri- 
fon, and ſurrendered himſelt to the keeper, 
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as being ready to acquieſce in the will of 
God. 

Before his ſufferings he was ſcourged 
after the Roman manner, who uſed to 
whip capital offenders before they ſuffer- 
ed. Having ſaluted his brethren, and 
taken his laſt leave of St. Paul, his fel- 
low-prifoner, he was led to the top of the 
Vatican mount, being ſentenced to be 
crucified, the moſt painful and ſhameful 
of all deaths. He then intreated the of- 
ficers, that he might not be crucified the 
ordinary way, but ſuffer with his head 
downward, and fect up to Heaven, as be- 
ing unworthy to die in the ſame poſture 
as his bleſſed maſter ; his body being ta- 
ken down, was laid to have been embalm- 
ed by Marcellinus the Preſbyter, after the 
Jewiſh way, and then buryed in the Vat- 
ican, where it lay obſcurely 'til] the reign 
of Conſtantine the Great, who had fo much 
reverence for this Apoſtle, that he built a 
Church in the vatican to his memory, 
which is now one of the molt famous cath- 
edrals in the world. This account of his 
death, though not mentioned in hol 
writ, is recorded by the ancient Eccleſial. 
tical Hiſt>rians, but with what certainty 
it is, we mult leave the reader to judge. 
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The Life of St. FAMES the Great, wha 
' was beheaded at Feruſalem, 


His feſtival is celebrated July 25. 


T. James, firnamed the Great, either 
becanle of his age, or for ſome peculiar 
honour our Saviour conferred upon him, 
was a Galilean born, the Son of Zebedee, 
a fiſherman, his mother's name was Macy, 
called alſo Salome, he was employed by 
his father in the trade of fiſhing, in the 
exerciſe of which our Saviour found him, 
when he paſſed the ſea of Galilee, where 
he called him to be his diſciple, which he 
readily obeyed, leaving his father with his 
ſervants to manage his affairs, not long 
after his firſt cailing, from the ſtation of 
an ordinary diſciple, he was appointed to 
the apoſtolical office, and honoured with 
ſome peculiar marks of favour beyond moſt 
of the apoſtles, being one of the three 
whom our bleſſed Saviour made choice of 
to admit to the moſt intimate traniactions 
of his life. 

Thus was Peter, and bis brother John, 
who was preſent at the miraculous raifing 
of Jairus' daughter, admitted to Chriſt's 
glorious transfiguration in the mount, and 
taken along with him into the garden, to 
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be a ſpectator of this bitter and terrible | 
agony ; nor was it the leaſt inſtance of 
the particular honor our Saviour beſtowed 
_ theſe diſciples, that upon his calling 
them, he gave them a new name and 
title. 

Our holy Redeemer, in his journey to- 
wards Jeruſalem, in order to his crucifix- 
ion, that he might the better prepare the 
minds of his apoſtles for his departure from 
them, diſcourſed to them about his ſuffer- 
ing, and that he ſhould riſe again, but 
they whoſe minds were elevated with the 
expectation of a temporal power and mon- 
archy, underſtood not the meaning of 
what he related to them. However, 
James and his brother, ſuppoſing the re- 
ſurrection which he ſpoke of, would be 
the time when his dignity and greatneſs 
would commence, perſued their mother 
to put up a petition for them to our Lord, 
who accordingly addreſſed him humbly, 
deſiring, that when he took poſſeſſion of 
his kingdom, her ſons might have the 
two principal places of honour and digni- 
ty, ſetting one on the right hand and the 
other on the left. Our bleſſed ſaviour 
directing his diſcourſe to the two apoſtles, 
told them, they quite miſtook the nature 
of his Kingdom, which did not conſiſt in. 
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external pomp and ſplendor, but in in- 
ward life and power, that they would do 
well to confider whether they were able 
to undergo what he was to iuffer. They 
probably not underſtanding the force of 
his reafoning, anſwered, they were able to 
do it. Jeius taking no advantage of their 
raſh and inconfiderate reply, anſwered, 
that as for ſuffering, they would indeed 
partake of it as well as he, but for any pe- 
culiar honour or dignity, he could not dif- 
pole of any of that kind, any otherwile than 
according to thoſe rules and inſtructions 
which he received from his father: The 
reſt of the apoſtles were offended at this 
ambitious requeſt, bur our deai redeemer 
to qualify their paſſions, diſcourſed to 
them at large of the nature of the evan- 
gelick ſtate, and the difference between 
that and the kingdoms of the world ; with 
which excellent reaſoning their hearts on 
all ſides were allayed and pacified. 

What became of St. James after our 


ſaviour's aſcenſion, we have no account of, 


either from facred or eècle ſiaſtick Hñiſtory, 
ſome affirm, that after the martyrdom of 
St. Stephen, when the chriſtians were dif- 
perſt, he came to the weſtern parts of the 


world, even in Britain and Ireland, and 


having planted chriſtianity among them, 
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returned to Jeruſalem, but this ſeems im- 
| NN upon ſeveral accounts, and there- 

fore tis ſafeſt to confine his miniſtry to 
Judea, and the parts adjacent and to ſeek 
for him at Jeruſalem, where we are ſure 
to find him. 

At this time Herod Azrivea, the fon 
of Ariſtobulus, being in great favour with 
Claudius the Roman emperor, he con- 
firmed to him the kindom of Judea, and 
all the provinces that his grandfather He- 
rod the Great enjoyed, who being ſenſi- 
ble that the moſt probable way to gain 
affection of the Jews, was to perlecute the 
chriſtians, he reſolves accordingly to fall 
upon them ; and finding St. James vigor- 
ous in contending for the truth, com- 
manded him to be apprehended, and ſen- 
. tenced to die; the ſoldier who obſerved 
his conſtancy and courage at his trial, fell 
at his feet, begging pardon for what he 
had done againſt him ; the holy man raiſ- 
ed him up and kiſſed him, who thereupon 
publickly profeſſed himſelf to be a chriſ- 
tian, and fo they were both beheaded at 
the ſame time. 

His death was not long unrevenged, of 
which the ancients give the following ac- 
count That Herod going to Samaria, 
he proclaimed lolema fights and feſtival 


entertainments to be held in honour of 
Cæſar; early in the morning, he came in 
great ſtate to the theatre erected for him, 
to make an oration to the people, gorge- 
ouſly arrayed in a robe curiouſly wrought 
with filver, gold, and jewels, {o that the 
luſtre thereof made the multitude cry out, 
that he was ſome Deity, and beyond the 
common ſtandard of humanity : This 
impious applauſe he received with much 
pleaſure, but the comic part was ſoon turn- 
ed into a tragedy ; for looking up, he eſpied 
an owl fitting over his head, which he in- 
ſtantly apprehended as a fatal meſſenger 
of inevitable ruin, by the Juſt judgment 
of God, and thereupon an incurable me- 
lancholy ſeized upon his mind, as well as 
exquiſite torments on his body. Upon 
which, turning to thoſe about him—you 
may here ſee yourſelves evidently convinc- 
ed of flattery and falſhood ; you ſee me, 
whom you called a God, am by the laws 
of fate condemned to die, and he whom 
you counted immortal, ready to give up 
the ghoſt. His pains continually increaſ- 


ed upon him, and tho' his favourites pray- 


ed earneſtly to the Gods for his health, 
yet his acute tortures at length put a pe- 
riod to his miſerable life, 
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The Life of St. FAMES the leſs, who was hi 
knocked on the head with a fuller's club. Pp 


His feftival is celebrated, with St. Philip's May r. li 

c 

i HIS apoſtle is probably conjectured 1 
to be the fon ot Joſeph, afterward the T 
huſband of the bleſſed Virgin, by his firſt 
wife, and ſo reputed our Lord's brother, [ 


and the ſon of Joſeph, and tho' he is hke- 
wiſe called Alpheus, this may probably 
relate to his being a diſciple of ſome par- 
ticular ſect of the Jews, call Alpheans. 

We have little account of his birth, and 
former life, but find that after the reſur- 
rection, he was honoured with the parti- 
cular appearance of our Lord to him, 
which tho' not mentioned by the evan- 
geliſts, is recorded by St. Paul, one of the 
ancients relates, he had ſolemnly tworn, 
that from the time he drank the cup, at 
the inſtitution of the laſt ſupper, he would 
eat bread no more till our Saviour re- 
turned from the grave, who thereupon 
appeared to him, commanding bread to 
be ſet before them he took. bleſſed, and 
brake and gave to St. James, ſaying, Eat 
thy bread, my brother, for the ſon of man 
is truly riſen from them that ſleep. 

His refivence was for the moſt part at 
Jerulalem, to him we find St. Paul makes 
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his addreſſes after his converſion, to him St. 
Paul ſent the news of his miraculous de- 
liverance out of priſon ; but he was prin- 
cipally active in the ſynod at Jeruſalem, 
in the great controverſy about the Moſaick 
rites, He dilcharged his office like a di- 
ligent and faithful guide to ſouls, ſtrength- 
ning the weak, informing the ignorant, re- 
ducing the erroneous, reproving the ob- 
ſtinate, and by the fervency of his preach- 
ing, ſubdued the ſtubborneis of that re- 
fractory and perverſe generation; and 
many principal perſons being brought 
over to a compliance with the chriſtian 
faith, it awakened the envy and malice of 
his enemies to conſpire his ruin; vexed 
they were that St. Paul, by appealing to Cæ- 
ſar, had eſcaped their hands, and therefore: 
turn their revenge upon St. James, which 
not being able to effect under Feſtus' gov- 
ernment, they vigorouſly attempted under 
the procuratorſhip of Albinus his ſucceſ- 
ſor, before the new government could ar- 
rwe; towhich end a council is ſummon- 
ed with all expedition, and the apoſtles 
and others arraigned and condemned as 
violators of the law, and for the more 
plauſible managing their deſigns, they ſet 
the ſcribes and phariſees to inſnare St. 
James, inſinuating that they had a very 
great opinion of his ſanctity, and that the 
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whole Jewiſh nation gave him the teſti- 
mony of being a juſt man ; they there- 
tore deſired that he would reduce the peo- 
ple from their falſe opinion that Jeſus was 
the Meſſias, and would to the end take 
the opportunity of the univerſal conflu- 
ence of people to the paſchal ſolemnity, 
and go with them to the top of the tem- 
ple, where he might be ſeen. and heard ot 
all, being accordingly placed to advan- 
tage upon a pinnacle, or wing of the tem- 
ple, they thus addreſſed him. 

« Tell us, O Juſtus, or James, whom 
we know and believe to be a righteous 
man, what is the reaſon that the people 
are ſo generally led away to adore Jeſus 
who was crucified at jeruſalem, and what 
are the doctrines and precepts which he 
publiſhed to the world, and where 1s his 
reſidence fince his pretended reſurrection 
from the dead?“ To which the apoſtle 
anſwered with an audible voice, © why do 
you inquire of Jeſus the Son of man ? He 
fits in heaven on the right hand of the 
majeſty on high, and will come again in. 
the clouds ot heaven.“ The people be- 
low hearing this, glorified the bleſſed Je- 
ſus. The ſcribes and phariſees proven 
themſelves diſappointed, and that inſtead 
of reclaiming, they confirmed the multi- 
tude in their ſuppoſed error, thought the 


LIFE OF Sr. JAMES: 207 


only remedy was to diſpatci him out of 
the way, that from his ſad fate others might 
2 warned not to perſiſt in the belief of 
Jeſus, whereupon they ſuddenly cry out, 
that James himſelf was ſeduced, and 
become an impoltor, and threw him 
down from the place whereon he ſtood, 
whereby he was ſorely bruiſed, but not 
killed, ſo that he recovered fo much 
ſtrength as to get upon his knees, and 
pray to heaven tor them, vexed that they 
had not diſpatched him, they fell afreſh 
upon the remainder of his life; and while 
he was yet praying, one ſtepping in, and 
intreating them to ſpare him, a juſt and 
righteous man, who was crying to heaven 
to forgive them; began to affault him 
with a ſhower of ſtones, till one more 
mercifully cruel than the firſt, beat out 
his brains with a fuller's club. 
Thus died this good man in the nine- 
tieth year of his age, and about twenty 
four years after Chriſt's aſcenſion, to the 
reat grief and regret of all poor men, 
. as well as others, and was buried at 
mount Olivet, in a tomb which he had 
built for himſelf, and had therein buried 
Zacharias, and old Simon. He was of 
exemplary and extraordinary piety, edu- 


cated under the ſtricteſt rules and inſtitu- 
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tion of religion, being as is ſuppoſed, of 
the ancient order of the Rechabites whoſe 
buſineſs and delight ſeemed to be to con- 
verſe only with heaven, and was wont to 
retire alone to the temple to pray, which 
he always performed kneeling, till by hs 
inceſſant devotions, it is related, that his 
knees became as hard and as brawny as 
camel's. He writ only one epiſtle, pro- 
bably not long before his martrydom; he 
directed it to the Jewiſn converts, diſperſ- 
ed up and down thoſe eaſtern countries, 
to comfort them under fufferings, and to 
confirm them againſt error. 


The Life of St. PHILIP the Apeſtle, who 
was banged up againſt a pillar, ar Hier- 
apolis, a city of Phrigia. 

His festival, wih that of St. James the leſs, is celebrated May 2. 


T. Philip was born at Bethſaida, near 
the ſea of Tiberias. We read nothing of 
his parents, nor way of life in the holy 
goſpel, tho' probably he was a fiſherman, 
the common trade of that place : He 
had the honor to be the firſt called to be 
Chriſt's diſciple : for our Lord, after his 
return from the wilderneſs, having met 
with Andrew aad his brother Peter, after 
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ſome ſhort diſcourſe parted from them, 
and the next day paſſing through Galilee, 
he found Philip, whom he commanded 
preſently to follow him, which he did ac- 
cordingly ; no ſooner had religion taken 
poſſeſſion of his mind, but away he goes 
and finds Nathaniel, acquaints him with 
the tididings of the new found Meſſias, 
and conducts him to him. After his call 
to the apoſtleſhip, there is not much re: 
corded of him in the ſcriptures. It was 
to him the Lord propounded what they 
could get in the wilderneis that would feed 
ſo vaſt a multitude ;' to whom he anſier- 
ed, that it would be very difficult to find 


enough in that place. It was to him that 


the Gentile proſelytes, who came up to 
the paſſover, addreſſed themſelves, when 
they deſired to ſee our Saviour. It was to 
him that our bleſſed Redeemer diſcourſed 
concerning himſelf, a little before the laſt 


paſchal ſupper. The Lord Jeſus had 


been fortitying the minds of his diſciples 
with proper conſiderations againſt his de- 


parture from them; he told them that no 
man could come to the Father but by him. 
Philip not readily underſtanding the tone 
of our Saviour's reaſonings, begged that 
he might ſee the Father. Our Lord gen- 
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tly reproved his ignorance, that after ſo 
long attendance upon his inſtructions, he 
thould not know that he was the image 
of his Father; the expreſs character of 
his infinite wiſdom, power and goodneſs, 
appearing in him; that he ſaid and did 
nothing but by his Father's appointment, 
which if they did not believe, his miracles 
were ſufficient evidence ; that therefore 
ſuch demands were unneceſſary and im- 
pertinent, and that it argued great weak- 
neſs, after above three years converſe with 
him, and under his diſcipline and inſtruc- 
tion, that they ſhould have ſo little un- 
derſtanding in theſe matters. 

In the diſtribution of the ſeveral regions 
of the world, made by the apoſtles tome 
think that Upper Aſia was the province 
which was affigned to Philip, where he 
applied himſelf with indefatigable diligence 
and induſtry, to recover men out of the 
{nares of ſatan, to the embracing and ac- 
knowledging, of the truth, and by the con- 
ſtancy of his preaching, and the efficacy of 
his miracles, gained numerous converts, 
whom he baptized into the chriſtian faith, 
at once curing both fouls and bodies, their 
fouls of error and idolatry, and their bod:es 
of infirmities and diſtempers; healing 
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diſeaſes, diſpoſſeſſing demons, ſettling 
churches, and appointing them paſtors 
and teachers. 

Having for many years ſucceſsfully 
managed his apoſtolical office, in thoſe 

rts, he came toward the latter end of 
his life to Hierapolis in Phrygia, a rich 
and populous, but moſt idolatrous place; 
amongſt the many vain and trifling deities 
to whom they paid religious worſhip, was 
2 ſerpent or dragon, which they worſhip - 
p2d with great and ſolemn veneration ; 
the apoſtle was grieved to fee them ſo 
groſly infſlaved in error; and therefore 
continually ſolicited heaven, till by prayer 
he had procured the death and deſtruction 
of this monſtrous deity, and then endeav- 
oured to convince them of the folly and 
madneſs of paying divine adoration to 
ſuch filthy and odious creatures, and to 
declare to them the excellency of the 
chriſtian religion; wherein he was ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful, that the people generally abhorred 
their farmer ſottiſh idolatry, and cordially 
embraced the chriſtian inſtitution; where- 
upon the enemy of mankind ſtirred up 
the magiſtrates of the city to purſue the 
old methods of perſecution and cruelty, 


who ſeized upon the bleſſed apoſtle, and 


2 

— - — - — 
- ” 

w * 4 a+ 

_ os — — 
9 * 
2 — 

mn 


2 Oe. 
SD *- 


1 
0 
13 
0 
3 
1 
? 


. t' 
$0 


Pp < wm = 8 r 5 2585.9 4 
> EA oe” GY OED Ee ee Ee DD — 


— 2 
2 * 


- Se * * me 
r 


— — —— ³ꝑ d os — rn 
— — — * — 
' 


— —_ _ — 


212 LIFE OF Sr. PHILIP. 


having put him in priſon, cauſed him to 
be ſeverely ſcourged, after which barbar- 
ity, he was led to execution, and bein 
bound, was hanged up by the neck inf 
a pillar, though others writ he was cruci- 
fied. The apoſtle being dead, his body 
was taken down by St. Bartholomew, his 
fellow ſufferer, and his own ſiſter, who is 
{ſaid to have been the conſtant companion 
of his travels, and decently buried, after 
which, having confirmed the people in 
the faith of Chriſt, they departed from 
thence. 

It is generally affirmed that St. Philip 
was married, and that he had daughters 
whom he diſpoſed of in marriage; but 
though this be granted, yet they not care- 
fully diſtinguiſhing between Philip the 
deacon, and Philip the apoſtle, have made 
ſome conclude them to be one and the 
ſame perſon, but with how little reaſon 
will appear, if we conſider that Philip, 
who could not be one of the apoſtolical 
college, the apoſtles declaring upon that 
occaſion, they had affairs of a higher na- 
ture to attend upon. So upon the per- 
ſecution that arole upon St. Stephen's: 
death, the church was diſperſed, and they 
were all ſcattered abroad thro the regions 
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of Judea and Samaria, and Philip the dea- 
con, among the reſt, who went down to 
the city of Samaria, except the apoſtles 
who — behind at Jeruſalem, and when 
Philip had converted and baptized a con- 
fiderable number 1n that place. he was 
forced to {end for two of the apoſtles from 
Jeruſalem, fo that by their hands they 
might receive the holy ghoſt ; which had 
been wholly needleſs if he had himſelf been 
one of the twelve apoſtles. St. Philip 
left no facred writings behind him, the 
22 part of the apoſtles having Inttle 
eiſure to write, being employed in the 
miniſtry, as more immediately uſeful and 
ſubſervient to the happineſs of mankind. 
This is the account which the eccleſiaſti- 
cal writers give of this, as well as they do 
of other apoſtles, tho not recorded in 
holy writ. 


The Life of St. BARTHOLOMEW the 
apoſile, who was flayed alive, by the com- 


mand of a barbarous king. 
His feſtival is celebrated Auguſt 24. 


HERE is no queſtion but St, Bar- 
tholomew was an apoſtle, though the holy 
{cripture takes notice only of his name, 
which occaſioned ſeveral ancient and mo- 
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dern authors to ſuppoſe, that he lies con- 
cealed under ſome other name; and at 
he can be no other than Nathaniel, one of 


the firſt diſciples that came to Chriſt, accor- 


dingly we may obſerve that as ſome of the 

evangeliſts never mention Bartholomew 1n 
the number of the apoſtles, fo others take 
no notice of Nathaniel ; but that which 
renders the thing moſt ſpecious and pro- 


bable is, that we find Nathaniel particu- 


larly reckoned up with the other apoſ- 
tles, to whom our Lord appeared at the 
ſea of Tiberias. 

The difficulty being cleared, we pro- 
ceed to a more particular account of him 
who is thought by ſome to have been a 
Syrean of a royal extraction, and to have 
derived his pedigree from the Ptolemies, 


kings of Egypt. But it is manifeſt, that 


he (as well as the reſt of the apoſtles) was 
a Galilean, and of Nathaniel, we know it 
is particularly ſaid, that he was of Cana 
in Galilee, the ſcripture takes no notice 


'of his trade, or way of hfe, though ſome 


circumſtances ſeem to intimate that he 


was a fiſherman. At his firſt coming to 
Chriſt, he was conducted by Philip, who 


told him, that they had found the long 


looked for Meſſias; and when he had ob- 
jetted that the Meſſias aces not be born 


„ as a ww nn 
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at Nazareth, Philip bids him come and 
ſatisfy himſelf. At his firſt appearance 
our bleſſed ſaviour entertains him with 
the character of a man of true ſimplicity 
and integrity; ſurprized he was at our 
Lord's falutation, wondering how he could 
know him fo well at firſt ſight, whoſe face 
he had never ſeen before, but he was an- 
{wered, that he had ſeen him under the 
fig tree, before Philip called him. Being 
convinced by this inſtance of our Lord's 
divinity, he preſently made his confeſſion, 
that he was ſure that Jeſus was the 
promiſed Meſſias, the fon of God whom 
he had appointed to be king and governor. 
of his church ; our ſaviour told him, that if 
upon theſe inducements he could believe 
him to be the Meſſias, he ſhould have far 
greater arguments to confirm his faith ; 
that ere long he ſhould ſee the heavens 
opened to receive him thither, and the 
angels viſibly appearing to wait and attend 
upon him. . 

Concerning our apoſtle's travels up and 
down the world to propagate the chriſtian 
faith ; the antients give an account, that 
he went as far as that part of India which 
borders upon Ethiopia, and that he there 
left a copy of St. Matthew's goſpel ; and 
they relate farther, that Paulinus, a man 
famous for his ſkill in philoſophy, and par- 
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ticularly in the inſtitutions of the ſtoicks, 
having embraced chriſtianity, he in a de- 
vout and zealous imitation of the apoſtles, 
was inflamed with zeal to propagate the 
faith of Chriſt in thoſe eaſtern countries, 
and came as far as India, meeting here 
with ſome that yet retained the knowledge 
of Chriſt, and found St. Matthew's goſpel 
written in Hebrew, there left, as the tra- 
dition was, by St. Bartholomew, one of the 
twelve apoſtles, when he preached the true 
{aith to thoſe nations. 

After the labours of St. Bartholomew 
in theſe parts of the world, he returned to 
the more weſtern and northern countries 
of Aſia, at Hierapolis in Phrygia, we find 
him, in company with Philip, inſtructing 
the inhabitants in the principles of chril- 
tianity, and convincing them of the folly 
of their heatheniſh worſhip, which ſo en- 
raged the idolaters, that he was deſigned 
for martyrdom at the ſame time with 
Philip, but upon a ſudden conviction, that 
the divine juſtice would revenge their 
deaths, he was taken down and diſmiſt. 

Hence it is probable, that after this, St. 
Bartholomew went to Lyconia. His laſt 
remove was to Albanople, in Armenia the 
great, a place miſerably overgrown with 
idolatry, from which he tho't to reclaim 


ks Us $6 wwe (0) (Þ © 


na _— — WY > — 


LIFE OF sr. ANDREW. 217 


the people. This ſo enraged the gover- 
nor of the country; that he ſentenced him 


to be crucified, which, ſome ſay he cheer- 


fully ſuffered, comforting and converting 
the convert gentilcs to the laſt minute of 
his hte ; ſome ſay he was crucified with 
his head downwards. others affirm, that he 
was flayed alive before his crucifixion, a 
barbarity uſed both by the Perſians, and 
Egyptians, and from whom they might 
borrow this horrible and inhuman cruelty. 


The life of St. ANDREW the Apoſtle, who 
was bound to a croſs, from whence he 


preached to the people. 
His Feftizal is celebrated November 30, 


Or. Andrew was born at Bethſaida, a 
city of Gahlce, fon of John or Jonas, a 
fiſherman. of that town, and brother to 
Simon Peter ; he was bro't up to his fath- 
er's trade, and was employed therein, till 
our bleſſed Saviour called him to another 
kind ot fiſhing. 

John the baptiſt having lately riſen up 
in the Jewiſh church, great multitudes 
followed him to hear his doctrine and ex- 
hortations ; he had allo a number of ſelect 
diſciples, who more particularly accom- 
panied him, in the number of which was 
our apoſtle St. Andrew, who was with him 
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about Jordan. Our Lord coming that 
way, upon his approach, the baptiſt told 
them, that this was the Meſſias; where- 
upon Andrew and another diſciple follow- 
ed our Saviour to the place of his abode, 
after ſome diſcourſe with him, Andrew 
goes and acquaints his brother Simon, and 
both together came to Chriſt, yet ſtaid 
not long with him, but returned home, 
and exerciſed their callnig for more than a 
year, till our holy redeemer paſſing through 
Galilee, fully ſatisfied them of his divin- 
ity, and commanded them to follow him, 
which they did immediately. Shortly at- 
ter Andrew, together with the reſt, was 
choſen to be one of thoſe that were to be 
Chriſt's immediate vicegerents for plant- 
ing and propogating the chriſtian faith. 
Little elſe is recorded of him in the ſa- 
cred ſtory, his actions being comprehend- 
ed in the general account of the reſt of the 
apoſtles. Our Lord being aſcended into 
heaven, and the apoſtles diſperſed through 
all nations, topubliſh the everlaſting goſpel, 
ſome of the ancients relate, that Andrew 
travelled into Scythia, where he continued 
for ſome conſiderable time, going from 
.one place to another, preaching the goſ- 
ple, and ſettling the churches, meeting in 
many places with great troubles and op- 
poſition ; hence in proceſs of time, he 
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came to Byzantium, now called Conſtan- 
tinople, where he inſtructed the inhabi- 
tants in the knowledge of the chriſtian te- 
ligion, aud founded a church. 

After this he travelied through Thrace, 
Macedonia, and Achaia, where for many 
years he cultivated the true faith, and at 


length came to Patrea, a city of Achaia, 


where he gave his laſt and great teſtimony 
ol the verity of it by laying dowa his lite 
in its defence, of the manner of whole 
martyrdom ſome authors give the follow- 
ing account. 

"Apas, proconſul of Aſia, coming to 
Patrea, and obſerving that great numbers 
of the people had embraced the chriſtian 
doctrine, he endeavoured to reclaim them, 
whereupon the apoſtle went to him, and 


«xpoſtulated with him about the matter, 


but the proconſul derided him as the pro- 
pagator of a religion, the author and pub- 
Iiſher whereof the Jews had infamouſly put 
to death upon the croſs. 

The apoſtle from hence took occaſion 
to demonſtrate the excellency and cer- 


tainty of that religion, but the governor 


would hear nothing againſt his own ſuper- 


ſtitious and idolatrous worthip ; and 


threatened him, that if he did not offer 


ſacrifice to his pagan idols, he ſhould ſuf- 
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fer death upon the croſs, in conformity to 
the firſt broachers of that new faith which 
he profeſſed, after which he was command- 
ed back to priſon. The next day he was 
brought before the proconſul, who per- 
zuaded him not to loſe his life, and the 
pleaſures of this world, for an uncertain 
reward in another. The apoſtle on the 
contrary inſiſted upon the folly and vanity 
of the worldly enjoyments,.and the certain- 
ty of a day of judgment, when every man 
muſt give an account of all that he hath 
done in the body, whether 1t be good, or 
whether 1t be evil, that it he did not be- 
heve in Jeſu3 Chriſt, the Saviour of the 
world, he muſt certainly endure eternal 
torments 1n hell. 

This ſo enraged the proconſul, that he 
told him, he inuſt either inſtantly renounce 
his fond opinions, or elſe he ſhould ſuffer 
the greateſt torments that could be inflic- 
ted on him. The apoſtle rephed, that he 
feared not his tortures, and did not doubt 
but Chriit would ſtrengthen him to en- 
dure all manner of barbarity, rather than 
deny his former profeſſion of the true faith. 
The proconſul then commanded him to 
be ſcourged by ſeven officers, called lic- 
tors, who ſucceſſively whipt his naked 
body; but ſeeing his great patience aud 
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undauntedneſs under the crucl uſage, he 


commanded him to be cruciti:d, but not 
to be faſtenened with nails, but tied with 


cords, that he might be the longer in dy- 


ing. 


But coming within the ſight of the 


croſs, he heartily rejoiced, ſaying that the 


long defired and expected happy hour, 


wherein he might bear teſtimony to his 
glorious and rc nowned maſter; after having 
prayed and exhorted the people to con- 
tinue conſtant in the faith, which he in 
his life tune delivered to them; he was faſ- 


tened to the croſs, whereon it is faid, he 
hung two days, teaching and inſtructing 
the multitude all the while, and exhorting 
them to ſuffer chearfully, whatſoever cruel- 


ties their enemies ſhould inflict upon them 
if ever they ſhould be called: to bear wit- 


neſs of the truth. In the mean time great 


importunity was uſed. with the proconſul 


to take him down from the croſs; but 
the bleſſed apoſtle earneſtly begged of the 


Lord, that he might at this time ſeal the 


truth with his blood, and God heard his 
praver, and he immediately expired, No- 
vember zoth though in what year it is as 


uncertain, as that this account given by ec- 


cleſiaſtical hiſtorians, is to be depended on. 
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222 LIFE OF Sr. THOMAS. 
The life of St. THOMAS the apoſile, whe 


was run through with a /ance, at Coro- 


mandel, in the Kaſl- Indies. 
His feſtival is obſerved, December 21. 


l HE Jews, as we have obſerved, uſed 
commonly when travelling into other coun- 
tries, or familiarly converſing with the 
(Greeks and Romans, to aſſume to them- 
ſelves a Greek or Latin name of affinity, and 
ſometimes of the very ſame ſignification, 
with that of their own country. This St. 
Thomas, according to the Syriack import 
of his name, was called Didymus, which 
has the fame ſignification. The hiſtory 
of the goſpel takes no particular notice 
either of his country or kindred, his em- 
ployment was a fiſherman, he was after- 
ward, together with the reſt, called to the 
apoſtleſhip ; where not long aiter he gave 
an eminent inſtance of his hearty willing- 
neſs to undergo the ſaddeſt fate that might 
attend them; for when the reſt of the a- 
poſtles diſſuaded our Saviour from going 
to Judea, leſt the Jews ſhould {tone him, 
as they a little before had attempted, St. 
Thomas defires them not to hinder 
Chriſt's journey thither, tho' it might coſt 
them their lives, probably concluding, 
that inſtead of raiſing Lazarus from the 


a dead, they themſelves ſhou:d be ſent with 
2 | 
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him, to their own graves; ſo that he 
made up in pious affections, what he ſeem- 
ed to want in the quickneſs of his under- 
ſtanding, not readily CTY ſome 
of our Lord's dicourſes, not over forward 
to believe, till he had ocular demonſtra- 
tion of tis reſurrection. When our Sav- 
our, a little before his total ſufferings, 
told his diſciples, that he was going to pre- 
pare a place for them, to which they might 
follow, as knowing where it was, our apoſ- 
tle roundly replied, that he knew it not. 

To which Chriſt gives this ſatisfactory 
anſwer, that he was the living way. 

Our Lord being dead, his diſciples 
were exceedingly diſtracted, between hope 
and diſpair about his reſurrection, which 
engaged him the ſooner to make his ap- 
pearance ; wherefore the very day whereon 
he aroſe, he came into the houſe where 
they met together, though the doors were 
faſt ſhut for fear of the Jews. At this 
meeting St. Thomas was abſent, having 
probably never come into their company 
ſince their diſperſion in the garden, where 
every one's fears prompted them to con- 
ſult their own ſafety. At his return, the 
diſciples told him, that the Lord had ap- 
peared to them, but he obſtinately refuſ- 
ed to believe that it was he, except he 
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might ſee the very print of the nails, and 
feel the wounds in his ſide and hands; 
his compaſſionate maſter would not take 
advantage of the man's refractory unbelief, 
but upon that day ſeven- night, as they 
were {olemnly met at their holy worſhip, 
he appeared to them again, and calling 
Thomas, bid him look upon his hands, 
and put his finger in the print of the nails, 
and thurſt his hand into the hole of his 


The apoſtle was quickly convinced of bis 
error, confeſſing, that he acknowledged 
him to be his Lord and maſter. 

Our bleſſed Redeemer be ing alcended 
into heaven, and having eminently given 
gifts, and miraculous powers to the apoſ- 
tles, St. Thomas moved thereby to divine 
inſpiration, is ſaid to have ſent Thaddeus, 
one of the ſeventy dilciples to Agbarus, 
king of Edeſſa, whom he cured ow n in- 
veterate diſtemper, who converted him 
and his: ſubjects to the chriſtian faith. It 
is recorded, that the province allotted to 
St. Thomas, was Parthia, from whence he 


the ancients ſays, that in Perſia he met 
with the three wiſe. men. who came that- 


ſide, and thereby ſtrengthen his faith. 


proceeded to preach the goſpel in Media, 
Perſia, Coromania, Hyrcania, Bactria, 
and the neighbouring nations. One of. 
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long journey out of the eaſt, to bring pre- 
ſents to our new born ſaviour, whom he 
baptized, and took along with him as his 
companions and aſſiſtants in propagating 
the goſpel. Hence he travelled into 
Ethiopia, and afterward came to India, 
where we are told he was afraid to have 
ventured himſelf, till he was encouraged 
by a viſion, that aſſured him of the divine 
preſence and protection. He travelled 
very far in the eaſtern countries, till he ar- 
rived, at the nation of the Brachmans ; 
preaching in all places where he arrived, 
and by gentle methods, and the efficacy 
of the chriſtian doctrine, he reclaimed the 
people from their blind ſuperſtition and 
idolatry. 

The Portugals who inhabit thoſe parts, 
relate, that St. Thomas came firſt to So- 
catora, an land in the Arabian ſea, where 
having converted many, he travelled far- 
ther into the eaſt, and having ſucceſsfully 
planted the true faith, returned back to 
Coromandel, where he began to erect a 
place for divine worſhip, till prohibited by 
the prince and prieſt of the kingdom ; but 
the apoſtle having wro't ſeveral miracles, 
the work went on, and the Sultan, or king 
bimſelf embraced chriſtianity. The 

Brachmans plainly perceiving that this 
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progreſs of the goſpel would endanger 
their intereſt, and in time extirpate their 
falſe religion, thought it high time to pre- 
vent its ſpreading, and that it was abſo- 
lutely neceflary that the apoſtle ſhould be 
taken out of the way ; there was a tomb 
not far off the city, where St. Thomas ul- 
ed to retire to his ſolitudes and private de- 
votions; thither the Brachmans and their 
followers purſued him, and while he was 
fervent in prayer, firſt aſſaulted him with 
darts and ſtones, till one of them coming 
nearer, ran him through with a lance. 
His body was taken up by his diſciples, 
and buried in the church which he had 
lately erected. 

While one of the viceroys of Portugal 
reſided in thoſe parts, there were brought 
to him certain braſs tables, whoſe inſerip- 
tion none could read, till at length by the 
help ofa Jew, they were found to contain 
only a donation made by St. Thomas, of 
a piece of ground for building a church. 
They tell allo of a famous crols found in 
St. Thomas' chapel, whereon was engray- 
en an unintelligible character, which 
learned Dramon rendered to this effect ; 
that Thomas, a Divine perſon, was ſent to 
thoſe countries by the ſon of God, in the 
days of king Sagamo, to inſtruct the in- 
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habitants in the knowledge of the true 
God ; that he built a church, and per- 
formed admirable miracles, but at laſt 
while he was upon his knees, offering his 
addrefles to heaven, he was thruſt through 
with a ſword, and that this croſs was 
{tained with his blood, and left as a me- 
morial of theſe tranſactions. 


The Life of St. Jude the Apoſtle, who was 
[hot to death with arrows. 
His feaſt is celebrated with St. Simon, October 28. 

HIS Apoſtle is mentioned by ſeveral 
names 1n the hiſtory of the goſpel, 
namely, Jude, Thaddeus, and Lebbeus, 
it being uſual in holy writ, for the ſame 
perſon to have more proper names than 
one; the firſt was common among the 
Jews, as being the name of one of the 
twelve patriarchs of their nation, which it 
is thought he changed, as ſounding like 
that of Judas Iſcariot, that arcli traitor 
which was very odious and deteſtable a- 
mong the chriſtians ; and called himſelf 
Thaddeus, a word of the very ſame ſigni- 
fication, and is ſometimes ſtiled Judas, 
the brother James, for his name Lebbeus, 
is derived fiom the Hebrew word, which 
fignifies a lion, alluding to Jacob's pro- 
phecy, that Judas ſhould be a lion, &c. 
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As to his parentage, he was one of our 
Lord's kindred the ſon of Joſeph, and 
brother of James the leſs ; we do not find 
when he was called to the apoſtleſhip, on- 
ly that he was enumerated among them, 
nor 1s any thing particularly recorded of 
him afterwards more than one queſtion 
that he propounded to our Saviour, who 
having told him what great things he and 
his father would do, and what particular 
manifeſtations he would make of himſelf 
to his diſciples and followers after his re- 
ſurrection, St. Jude, whole thoughts, as 
well as of the reſt, were taken up with the 
expectation of a temporal kingdom of the 
Meſſias, who knowing that could not con- 
ſiſt with the publick ſolemnity of the glo- 
rious ſtate they looked for, aſked him, 
What was the reaſon that he would man- 
ifeſt himfelf to them, and not to the 
world? Our Lord replied, that the world 
was not capable of thoſe divine manifeſta- 
tions, as being ſtrangers and enemies to 
what ſhould fit them for heaven, that 
they were only good men, perſons of a 
divine temper of mind, and religious ob- 
{ervers of his law and will, whom God 
you honour with theſe familiar conyer- 

5. 
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Euſebius relates expreflly, that ſoon at- 
ter our Lord's aſcenſion, St. Thomas diſ- 
patehed Thaddeus the apoſtle, to Agbarus, 
King of Edeſſa, where he healed diſealcs, 
wrought miracles, expounded the doc- 
trine of Chriſtianity, and converted the 
King and the people to the true faith, 
and when Agbarus offered him rich gifts, 
and preſents for his great labor of love in 
the Lord, he in a noble ſcorn replied, 
That he had little reaſon to receive from 
others, what he had already relinquiſhed 
here. He is ſaid to have died peaccably, 
and to have been moſt honorably buried 
but by the general conſent of the' Latin 
Church, he is laid to have travelled to 
Perſia, where after great ſucceſs in his A- 
poſtolical Minftry tor matzy years, he was 
at laſt, for bis free and open reproving the 
{ſuperſtitious rites and uſages ot the Magi, 
cruelly murdered, by being tied to a 
ſtake, and ſhot to death with arrows. 

That he was one of the warned diſci- 
ples manifeſtly appears, becauſe Eulcbius 
pou the following account of bis grand- 
ons; Domitian the bloody Roman ty- 
rant, whoſe wickedneſs had awakened in 
hin the quickeſt jealouſies, and made 
hin ſuſpect every one that had but the 
leaft pretence to be his co-rival in the 

| U 
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Vmpire, being informed that ſome of the 
ine of David and Chriſt's kindred did yet 
remain; two Grand- children of St. Jude, 
the brother of our Lord, were brought 
before him, who having confeſied that 
they were of the family and race ot Da- 
vid, he enquired what eſtates and proftel- 
ſions they had, who told him, they had 
only a few acres of land, out of the im- 
provement whereof they paid him tribute, 
and maintained themlelves with their own 
hard labor, as by the hardneſs of their 
hands did appear, which they then ſhew- 
ed him. He then enquired of them con- 
cerning Chriſt, and what kind of kingdom 
it was his followers talked of, and when it 
would appear; they replied, © that Chriſt's 
kingdom was not of this world, nor did 
it conſiſt in the grandeur and dominions 
thereof, but that it was an Heavenly and 
Angelic kingdom, and would finally take 
place at the eng of the world, when com- 
ing in great glory, our Lord would judge 
the quick and the dead, and reward eve- 
ry one according to their works.” The 
Emperor judging by their ſimplicity and 
meanneſs, that no danger could acrue to 
him, diſmiſſed them without any ſeveri- 
ty; however, they were accounted Chriſ- 
tian martyrs, and preferred to great em- 
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ployments in the reign of the Emperor 
Trajan. 

St. Jude left only the Epiſtle of catho- 
lic and univerſal concern, inſcribed at 
large to all Chriſtians; it was ſome time 
before it met with a general reception in 
the Church, but was afterwards added to 
the ſcripture canon; the author, indeed, 
ſtiles not himfelf an Apoſtle, no more 
doth St. James and St. John, nor ſome- 
times St, Paul himſelf, and why thould 
he fare the worſe for calling himiec't the 
lervant of Jeſus Chriſt ; when he might 
have added, not only an Apoſtle, but the 
brother of our Lord. The deſigu of his 
Epiſtle is to preſerve the Chriſtians from 
being infected with the loole and de- 
bauched principles vented by Simon Ma- 
gus, and his followers, whoſe wretched 
doctrines and practices he briefly and ele- 
gantly reprelents, who ought to be avoid- 
ed as pernicious ſeducers, leſt they ſhould 
periſh with them in that terrible ven- 
geance which was ready to overtake them, 
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The Life of Si. SIMON the Apoſtle, called 
the Zealote, who was crucified in Perſia. 
tis feſtival is obſerved with that of St. Jude, October 28. 


or SIMON the Apoſtle was, as ſome 
think, one of the four brothers of our 
Lord, ſons of Joſeph, by a former marri- 
age ; in the catalogue of the Apoſtles he 
is called Simon the Canaanite, as alfo Si- 
mon Zealote or the Zealot, probably from 
his warm, active temper, and zealous for- 
wardneſs in {ome particular way or pro- 
feſſion of rel gion, before his coming to 
our Saviour; "or the better underſtand- 
ing this, we muſt know, that there was a 
diſtinct ſect among the Jews, called the 
fect of the Zealots, they were carneſt aſ- 
ſerters of the honor of the law, and the 
{triftneis and purity of religion, inſomuch, 
that they took upon themſelves to queſ- 
tion nbtorious offenders, without ſtaying 
for the ordinary formalities of the la; 
yea, when the cale required, executing 
capital vengeance upon them,*till at length 
their zeal degenerating into all manner 
of licentiouſneſs, they not only became 
the peſts of the Government at home, 
but opened a door for the Romans to 
break in upon them, to their final and ir- 


recoverable ruin. 
Te 
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They were continually prompting the 
people to throw off the Roman yoke, and 
recover their native liberty, and thereb 
bringing all things intodiſorder and confuſi- 
on, made advantage to themſelves of theſe 
commotions ; Jolephus, the ſewiſh Hif- 
torian, complains grievouſiy of them, and 
gives a large account of their ſeditious 
practices, and every where bewails their 
villainies, as being the greateſt plague to 
their nation. No ow when Jeruſalem was 
cloſely beſieged by the Romans, they 
ceaſed not to create tumults and ſactions 
within the city, and were indeed the main 
caule of the Jews' ill ſucceſs in that fata 
war. It is probable that all who went 
under the notion of this ſect, were of this 
ungodly and wretched temper, but that 
ſome of them were of a moſt ſober and 
peaceable diſpoſition, and as it is not to 
be doubted but that our Simon was one 
of that ſect in general, ſo there 1s 
reaſon to believe he was one of the better 
ſort; however, this makes no more a re- 
flecꝭ ion upon his being called to the A- 
poſtleſhip, than it did c upon St. Matthew, 
who was a Publican, or St. Paul's being 
a Phariſce, and ſo zealouſly rerſecutins 
the church of God. 
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Being inveſted in the Apoſtolical office, 
no farther mention is made in the Hiſto- 
iy of the Goſpel, concerning what the 
Apoſtles did, *till their diſperſion up and 
down the World, and then he doubly ap- 
plied himſelf to the performance of his 
office and charge. He is ſaid to have di- 
rected his travels towards Egypt, thence 
to Cyrene and Atrica, and throughout 
Mauritania, and all Lybia, preaching the 
Goſpel in thoſe remote and barbarous 
countrits, nor could the coldneſs of the 
climate benumb his zeal, or hinder him 
from ſhipping himſelf over theſe Northern 
parts of the World, yea, even to Britain 
itſelf, where he is ſaid to have preached 
the Goſpel, and wrought many miracles, 
and afterwards in defiance of all the trou- 
bles and difficulties which he underwent, 
ſuffered martyrdom for the faith of Chriſt, 
being crucified by the Infidels in the Eaſ- 
tern Country, and buried with them, 

Others indeed afirm, that aſter he had 
preached the Goſpel in Egypt, he went 
into Meſopotamia, where he met with 
St. Jude the Apoſtle, and accompanied 
him in his journey to Perſia, where hav- 
ing gained a conſiderable harveſt to the 
Chriſtian faith. they were both crowned 
with martyrdom ; but it is the opinion of 
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learned men, that this account hath no 
clear foundation in antiquity to build 
upon. 


The Life of St. MATTHIAS, who was ſaid 
to have been firſt toned, aud then beheaded. 


His memory is celebrated February 24. 


ARTICULAR remarks con- 
cerning St. Matthias, are ndt to be ex- 
pected from the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, he 
not being an Apoſtle of the firſt election. 
He was one of our Lord's diſciples, and 
probably one of the ſeventy that attend- 
ed him the whole courſe of the public 
Miſtry, and after his deceaſe was elect- 
ed into the Apoſtleſhip upon this occaſi- 
on. Judas Iſcariot, who had been one 
of the twelve, immediately called by 
Chriſt, to be one of his intimate diſciples, 
equally empowered and commiſſioned with 
the reſt to preach and work miracles, and 
yet all this while was a man of vile and 
corrupt deſigns, branded with no meaner 
character than Thief and Murderer, prol- 
tituting religion, and the honor of his of- 
fice to covetouſneſs and evil acts, which 
baſe temper betrayed him, as in the iſſue, 
to the moſt fatal end, ſo to the moſt deſ- 
perate attempt, yea, to the moſt prodigi- 
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ous impiety that the fun ihone upon, 
namely, his betraying his innocent Lord 
and maſter into the hands of his cruel en- 
emies ; but atterward awakened with the 
horror of the fact, his conſcience aflault- 
ed him fo ſeverely, that not able to bear 
up under the furious revenges of his own 
mind, he never reſted ' till he had diſpatch- 
ed himſelf by a violent death. 

A vacancy being thus made, the firſt 
thing they did after their return from 
Mount Olivet (where our Lord took his 
leave of them, to go to St. John's houle, 
in Mount Sion) was to fill up the num- 
ber with a proper perſon, two were pro- 
pounded in order to the choice, Joſeph 
called Barſebas, and Matthias the way of 
election was by lot, according to the uſu- 
al cuſtom of the Jews in doubttul caſes ; 
the lots being put in, Matthias's name 
was drawn out, and he thereby dignified 
with the Apoſtolic Office. Not long 
after, the promiſed powers of the Holy 
Ghoſts were conferred upon the Apoſtles, 
to qualify tuem for that great and difh- 
cult employment upon which they were 
fent, and among the reſt, St. Matthias 
beſtowed the firlt fruits of his Miniſtry in 
the Province of Judea, where having 
reaped a conſiderable harveſt, he betook 


r 282 ad cw 


LIFE OF sr. MATTHIAS. 237 


himſelf to other countries ; one writes, 
that he preached the Goſpel in Macedo- 
nia, where the Gentiles, to make an ex- 
periment of his faith and integrity, gave 
him a poiſonaus and intoxicating porti- 
on, which he cheariully drank off in the 
naine of Chriſt, without the leaſt preju- 
dice to himſelf, and the ſame portion hav- 
ing deprived an hundred and fifty of their 
fight, by laying his hands upon them, he 
recovered them again. 

The Greeks with more probability, re- 
port him to have travelled Eaſtward, ſome 
ſay to Ethiopia; the Inhabitants where 
he came, were very wild and barbarous, 
and his uſage among them was according- 
ly ; for here meeting with a people of a 
fierce and untractable humour, he was 
treated by them with great inhumanity ; 
from whom after all his labors and fff: 
ings, and a numerous converſion of 
ſons to, chriſtianity, he obtained at jaft 
the crown of Martyrdom, in the ſixty- 
firſt year from our Lord's nativity. 

There is little certainty of the manner 
of his death; ſome writers of reputati- 
on, report, that he died at a place called 
Sebaſtopie, and that he was buried near 
the Temple of the Sun. Another relates, 
that he was ſeized by the Jews, as a blal- 
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phemer, to have been firſt ſtoned, and 
then beheaded. But the Greeks and oth- 
er antiquaries write, that he was crucified, 
and that his body was preſerved a long 
time at Jeruſalem, and ſuppoſed to have 
been tranſlated by the devotion of Hele- 
na, mother of Conſtantine the Great, to 
Rome; where ſome parts of it are pre- 
tended to be ſhown with great venerati- 
on, though others, with as much fierce- 
neſs contend, that his relics are brought 
to, and are ſtill preſerved at Triers, in 
Germany. His memory 1s celebrated in 
the Weſtern Churches, February twenty 
four. Among many other Apochryphal 
writings attributed to the Apoſtles, theie 
was a Goſpel publiſhed under the name 
of St. Matthias, mentioned by Euſebius, 
and condemned with the reſt, by Goluſi- 
us, a Biſhop of Rome, as it had been re- 
jected by others before him. Under his 
name allo, there were extant traditions 
cted by Clemens of Alexandria, from 
whence, doubtleſs, the Nicolaitans pub- 
liſhed many vile and ſcandalous doctrines, 
and the Marcionites and Volantinians, un- 
der the pretended patronage of his name, 
defended ſome of their moſt abſurd and 
impious opinions. 
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The Life of St. BARNABAS the Apoſile, 
who was ned by the Fewws at Salamis. 
His feftival is obſerved June 11. 


E was firſt named Joſes, or Joſeph, 
and afterwards Barnabas, which ſignifies, 
the ſon of conlolation, given him by the 
Apoſtles, becauſe he had a ſingular gift 
and art in comforting the weak, he being 
repreſented in the Holy Writ, as a perſon 
of a compaſſionate, caſy, and mild tem- 
per. very ready to forgive injuries, yet of 
a majeſtic and awful carriage, command- 
ing reſpect and reverence : he was a Jew 
of the Tribe of Levi, and is reckoned to 
be the principal of the ſeventy Diſciples. 
After our Lord's aſcenſion, perceiving that 
the neceſſities of the Churches required 
relief, he {old an eſtate which he had in 
the Iſle of Cyprus, and brought the whole 
price to be diſtributed by the Apoſtles, 
to thoſe that were moſt indigent, and in 
want; this practice was followed by ſev- 
eral other Chriſtians at that time, none of 
them thinking it juſt or reaſonable for 
themſelves to live in plenty, while their 
brethren were reduced to ſtraits for want 
of the conveniences of this life, and there- 
fore had all things in common, wherein 
the charity of Barnabas was very remar- 
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kable, his eſtate being much larger than 
any of the reſt, who yet gave the firſt ex- 
ample of charity and bounty to the 
Church, 

After the ſale of his eſtate, he made 
his reſidence in Jeruſalem, whither St. Paul 
coming three years after his converſion, the 
Apoſtles denied him admittance into their 
ſociety, who had been ſuch a furious per- 
{ecutor of the Chriſtians, and made his 
name terrible among them. But Barna- 
bas took him, and brought him to the 
Apoſtles, and declared unto them, how he 
had ſeen the Lord in the way, and how 
he had ſpoken to him, and that he had 
preached boldly at Damaſcus, in the name 
of Jeſus, whereupon he was received into 
their fellowſhip, and he with them, com- 
ing in and going out at Jeruſalem, aſſert- 
ing to the Jews, that Jeſus was the true 
Meſſias, whereby he ſo much enraged the 
Jews, that they conſpired to take away 
his life. 

Some years after, ſome Chriſtian Jews 
fled from the perſecution that was raiſed 
at Jeruſalem about St. Stephen; now 
when they were in the Church of Anti- 
och, and they miniſtered to the Lord, the 
Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſeperate me Barnabas 
and Saul, for the work whereto I have 
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called them; ſo when they had faſted and 
prayed, and laid their hands on them, they 
ſent them away. Barnabas coming to 
Antioch, to ſet things in order, upon his 
arrival, beheld with great joy, the great 
progreſs of the Goſpel among them, and 
exhorted them to continue ſtedfaſt in the 
truth and doctrine. of Chriſtianity, and 
confirmed many therein, he afterward 
ſent for Paul to Antioch, to aſſiſt him in 
the propagation of the Goſpel ; and he 
with Paul, carried the contributions of 
the Chriſtians of Antioch, to Jeruſalem. 
At length, upon ſome difference about 
circumciſion, they were {eparated, Barna- 
bas failing to Cyprus, and Paul to Syria 
and Cllicia, but they were afterward ful- 
iy reconciled, retaining their Chriſtian 
charity and love to one another, and to 
the ſouls of their brethren, and then par- 

ted by diſtant regions from each other. 
Some of the ancients write, that he 
continued 'till his death in Cyprus, but 
preached the Goſpel in other places, and 
was ſent by him to Corinth, along with 
Titus. He was a prophet and a tcacher, 
of whom the Council of the Apoſtles 
gave this character, that he was a man 
who had hazarded his life for the Lord 
Jeſus, and entirely given up himſelf to 
X | 
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the labor of preaching the Goſpel. There 
is an Epiſtle that goes under his name; 
which, if he was the author of, he muſt 
have lived *till after the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, which was ſeventy years after 
the birth of our Saviour, and 1s recorded 
to have ſuffered martyrdom, being ſtoned 
to death by the Jews at Salamis, and to. 
have been buried within a furlong of that 
City. There 1s likewiſe a Goſpel attribu- 
ted to him, as well as to St. Matthias, 
and another of the acts of Barnabas, pre- 
tended to be written by John Mark, his 
Couſin, who went with him into Cyprus, 
but both of them ſeem to be the inven- 
tions of ſome perſons in latter ages, being 
filled with fables and impertinences. 


The life of St. PAUL the Apoſile, who was 
beheaded at Rome, by Nero, the 
Roman tyrant. 
His feaſt is celebrated January 25. 


Ir. Paul was born at Tarſus, the Me- 
tropolis of Celicia, a city very rich, with 
an Academy and Schools for polite learn 
ing and philoſophy ; his parents were 
Jews, of the tribe of Benjamin, the youn- 
geſt ſon of the old patriarch Jacob, who 
thus propheſied of him, Benjamin ſhall 
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raven as a wolf, in the morning he ſhall 
devour the prey, and at night divide the 
{poil ;”* this prophetical character, Ter- 
tullian and others after him, will have to 
be accompliſhed in our Apoſtle, as a rav- 
enous wolf in the morning, devouring the 
prey : that 1s, as a perſecutor of the 
Church, in the firſt part of his life de- 
ſtroying the flock of God, and in the e- 
vening dividing the ſpoil ; that 1s, in his 
declining and reduced age, as a doctor of 
the nations, feeding and diſtributing to 
Chriſt's ſheep. 

In bis youth he was educated at Tar- 
ſus, being fully inſtructed in the ſchools 
in all liberal arts and ſciences, whereby he 
came acquainted will all foreign learning, 
and the Jews have a maxim, that he who 
learns not his ſon a trade, teacheth him to 
be a thief ; he was bred a tent-maker, 
and therefore in the writings of the Rab- 
bis, they were generally nominated by 
their callings, as Rabbi Joſes, the tanner, 
Rabbi Jochanan, the ſhoe-maker, Rabbi 
Judea, the baker; they daily working at 
their trades to maintain themſelves with 
their own hands: Having laid foundati- 
ons of human learning at Tarſus, he was 
ſent by his parents to Jeruſalem, td be 
perfected in the ſtudy of the law, under 
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the tutelage of Rabbi Gamaliel, the fon 
of tha Simon who tis thought. came to 
the Temple and took Chriſt in his arms. 
Gamahel was a Preſident of the Court of 
the Janhedrim, and doctor of the civil 
Jaw, who made that wife and excellent 
ſpeech in behalf of the Apoſtles and their 
doctrines; nay, he is {aid to be a Chriſ- 
tian; and his ſitting in that council was 
connived at by the Apoſtles, that he might 
the better favor their affairs. Among the 
various ſects of the Jewiſh Church, he 
was eſpecially educated in the principles 
and inititutions of the Phariſees, who 
were exceſſively proud and inſolent, cen- 
{uring whoſoever was not in their way, as 
reprobates, counting none pious but them- 
ſelves, and that all others were ſons of the 
carth; probably Paul might be of a 
better principle than ſome others, howev- 
er, he could not endure contradiction, nor 
novelty in religion, and therefore when 
the Jews put St. Stephen to death, he 
ſtood by, and kept the cloaths of his ex- 
ecutioners, and thereby loudly proclaimed 
his conſent to his martyrdom. 

The ftorm thus begun, a violent per- 
ſecution of the Chriſtians began at Jeru- 
falem, wherein our Apoſtle was a prime 


agent, being employed by the High Prieſt, 
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to hunt, and find out thoſe new heretics, 
who preached againſt the law of Moſes, 
getting a warrant from the Sanhedrim, to 
go and diſturb the Synagogues at Da- 
maſcus, where many of the poor diſtreſ- 
ſed children were fled. But God deſign- 
ing him tor work of another nature, ſtopt 
him in his journey, as we read at large it: 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, as likewiſe ct 
his travels in Paleſtine and adjacent coun- 
tries, and his dangerous voyage to Rome. 
V hen he came to Rome, he acquaint- 
ted the Jewiih conſiſtory, that though he 
had been guilty of no crime, yet he was 
delivered into the hands of the Roman 
Governors, only for his conſtant afferting 
the reſurrection of the dead, which was 
the hope of every true Iſraelite. They 
replied, that they had received no advice 
concerning his religion, which was every 
where decryed both by the Jews and Gen- 
tiles. At a day appointed, he diſcourſed 
to them from morning to night, concern- 
ing tbe doctrine of the Holy Jeſus; yet 
ſome perſiſting in their infidelity, he told 
them plainly, that henceforth he would: 
turn his preaching to the Gentiles, who 
would be glad to accept what they has 
teorntully rejected. 
X 2 
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He was called by two names, one He- 
brew, the other Latin, probably reterring 
both to his Jewiſh and Roman caggoity 
and relation ; Saul was a name co oon 
in the tribe ot Benjamin, ever ſince the 
firſt King of Iſrael, who was choſen out 
of that tribe, in memory whereof, they 
ſo named their children at their circumci- 
ſion. His other was Paul, aſſumed by 
him, as ſome think, at his converſion, to 
denote his humility, and others, that it 
was in memory of his converting Sergius- 
Paulus, the Roman Governor to the Chriſ- 
tian faith. 

After this he was brought to his firſ 
hearing before the Roman Emperor, 
where thoſe friends which he expected 
ſhould ſtand by him, plainly deſerted him, 
but God ſtood by him, and encouraged 
him. Two years he preached at Rome, 
in his own hired houſe, converting ſome 
of all ranks and qualities, yea, ſeveral be- 
longing to the court itfelf ; there he met 
with Peter, and they were both together 
thrown into priſon, upon the perſecution 
raiſed againſt the Chriſtians, under pre- 
tence they had fired the City, though it 
was done by Nero's ſpecial command.— 
Some of the ancients make him engaged 
with Peter, in procuring the fall of that 
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miſerable wretch, Simon Magus, which 
ſtirred up the Emperor's implacable rage 
and fury againſt him. Another writes, 
that having converted one of Nero's con- 
cubines, of whom be was extremely fond, 
and reduced her to a life of much ſtrict- 
neſs and chaſtity, ſo that ſhe abſolutely 
refuled to comply with the Empe- 
ror's wanton and impure embraces, he 
thereupon treated the Apoſtle outrage- 
ouſly, calling him impoſtor, and a 
perverter of his ſubjects, giving orders 
that he ſhould be ſent to priſon, but un- 
derſtanding that he ſtill continued to per- 
ſuade the lady, who viſited him, to con- 
tinue in her Chriſtian and pious reſoluti- 
on, he commanded him to be put to 
death, as a Roman citizen, he was ex- 
empted from ſcourging, as malefactors u- 
ſed to be before their execution, to which 
when he was led, he is ſaid to have con- 
verted three ſoldiers who guarded him, 
and within a few days after, by the Em- 
peror's command, became martyrs for the 
faith. Being come to the place, about 
three miles from Rome, he cheerfully 
gave his neck to the fatal ſtroke. Cruct- 
fying being too infamous a death for any 
but the worſt of ſlaves, beheading being 
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counted a more noble kind of death, a- 
mong moſt nations. 

Tradition reports (which many of the 
fathers verify) that when he was behead- 
ed, a liquor more like milk than blood, 
iſſued from his veins, and ſpurted upon 
the cloaths of the executioner, which St. 
Chryoſtom faith, became the means of 
his converſion, with many others to the 
faith. He adds, that the Apoſtle ſuffer- 
ed maytyrdom in the ſixty- eighth year of . 
his age, and Conſtantine built a ſtately 
Church to his memory, wherein his re— 
mains were buried, about two hundred 


years after. | 
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ON OUR BLESSED SAVIOUR. 


WE often read ou” bleſſed Saviour wept, 

But never laugh'd and ſeldom thet he ſlept: 
Ah, ſure his heavy eyes did wake and weep 
Fer us that fin, ſo oft, in mirth, and ſleep. 


E's like @ rock, which when we Rrive to fun, 
We are in danger to be wrect'd upon ; 
But when eur wideſpread arms ſeck refuge there, 
It will ſecure us from the harms we fear. 
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on ouR SAVIOUR's pAss ION. 


7 E earth did tremble, and Heaven's cloſed cy 
Was loth to fee the Lord of glory die : 

The ties were clad in mourning, and the ſpheres 

Forgat their harmony ; the — dropt tears ; 

Th ambitious dead aroſe to give him room; 

And ev'ry grave did gape to be his tomb ; 

Tl affighted Heavens ſent down eliginus thunder; 

The world's foundations los d, to loſe their founder: 

Th impatient temple rent her weil in two, 

To teach our hearts what our ſad hearts ſhould do 2 

Shall fenſeleſs things do this, and all not I 

Melt one poor drop to ſee my Saviour die? 

Drill forth my tears, and trickle one by one, 

Tilt you have pierc'd this heart of mine, this flone. 
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